
MONROE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN LAND AUTHORITY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

April 25, 2012 

The Monroe County Comprehensive Plan Land Authority (MCLA) Advisory Committee held a 
meeting on Wednesday, April 25, 2012, in Suite 104 of the Monroe Regional Service Center 
(State building) located at 2796 Overseas Highway, Marathon, Florida. The meeting was called 
to order by Chairman Robert Tischenkel at 9:03 AM. Present and answering roll call in addition 
to Chairman Tischenkel, were Leslie Clift, Barbara Neal, Susan Sprunt and David Tuttle. Also in 
attendance were Executive Director Mark Rosch, Counsel Larry Erskine, Office Manager 
Kimberly Nystrom and a member of the public. 

The first item was additions and deletions to the agenda. Mr. Rosch proposed adding one 
conservation purchase to the meeting agenda: Block 21, Lot 3, Eden Pines Colony Third 
Addition on Big Pine Key. Mr. Tuttle made a motion to approve the agenda with the inclusion of 
this item and Ms. Sprunt seconded the motion. There being no objections, the motion carried 
510. 

The next item was approval of the March 28, 2012 meeting minutes. A motion was made by Ms. 
Neal and seconded by Ms. Clift to approve the minutes as presented. There being no 
objections, the motion carried 510. 

The next item was approval of a resolution authorizing the purchase of 20 parcels in Pine Key 
Acres from The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and authorizing the subsequent conveyance of the 
property to the United States of America for conservation. Mr. Rosch addressed the Committee. 
This Big Pine Key site consists of 22.35 acres of pineland and freshwater wetland habitat. There 
is a US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) letter in the agenda packet confirming that the 
associated Big Pine Key Habitat Conservation Plan mitigation credit will accrue to Monroe 
County upon MCLA's purchase of this site. The conveyance to the federal government will be a 
donation rather than a sale because a sale would cause the County to forfeit the mitigation 
credit. The mitigation value for this site is equal to that of approximately 160 typical subdivision 
lots. TNC has agreed to a purchase price of $233,297 ($1.00 less than 115% of the 1986 
assessed value). Most of the surrounding area is already in public ownership and managed by 
USFWS. Prescribed burns will be necessary to maintain this pineland habitat. Legal counsel for 
USFWS has not yet approved the proposed deed restrictions. Chris Bergh, South Florida 
Conservation Director for the Nature Conservancy addressed the Committee and spoke in favor 
of the resolution. Counsel Erskine interviewed Mr. Bergh pursuant to the Committee's financial 
benefit disclosure procedure. Mr. Bergh was not aware of anyone, other than TNC, who will gain 
a financial benefit as a result of the purchase of this site. Counsel Erskine addressed the 
Committee regarding the proposed deed restrictions. A motion was made by Mr. Tuttle to 
approve the resolution and $233,297 purchase price and Ms. Sprunt seconded the motion. 
There being no objections, the motion carried 510. 

The next item was approval to purchase property for conservation. Mr. Rosch addressed the 
Committee regarding the following proposed acquisitions: 
a) Block 10, Lot 13 and Block 11, Lot 19, Harris Ocean Park Estates First Addition, Key Largo 

(Foster). The subject property totals 0.23 acre and is designated Tier 1 - Natural Area. Lot 
13 is zoned Improved Subdivision (IS) with an upland habitat consisting of exotics. Lot 19 is 
zoned Urban Residential Mobile Home with a wetland habitat consisting of Brazilian pepper 
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