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Parks and Recreational Advisory Board 
Meeting Summary 
September 29, 2014 

Big Pine Key Community Park 
 
Members Present: 
Steve Miller, Dr. Jim Boilini, Bob Mock, Heather Smith 
 
County Staff Present: 
Rosa Washington, Trish Smith 
 
Members of the Public: Tom Washnock, David Tuttle, Dan Dombroski, Steve Estes, Donna 
Kautz 
 
Mr. Miller called the meeting to order at approximately 6:05 p.m. Everyone in the room introduced 
themselves to the group.  
 
Mr. Boilini made a motion to approve the minutes from 4/7/14.  Mr. Mock seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously 

 
This was an informational meeting to discuss various county park projects and take public 
comment on park issues. The following projects were discussed:  
 
Old Settlers Park – Ms. Washington distributed a flyer for Old Settlers Park’s twentieth 
anniversary celebration on October 18, 2014. 
 
Key Largo Park – Ms. Smith reported that revisions have been made to the Key Largo Skate Park 
rules, effective at the September BOCC meeting.  Helmets are still required.  Pads are optional.  A 
signed waiver must be on file.  The waiver no longer needs to be notarized as long as a parent can 
present with ID.  The current large signs containing the rules will be taken down and replaced with 
smaller signs that are easier to read.  The new rules will be distributed to vendors as well.  Ms. 
Smith thanked everybody who provided input on the new set of rules. 
 
Rowell’s – Ms. Smith reported that the County was awarded a $52,000 TDC grant to start working 
on the shoreline. Exotic plants and derelict structures will be removed in January, and the 
mangroves will be trimmed. The county was also awarded a $130,000 FDOT grant for restrooms 
and parking.  Design work should begin in mid 2015.  
 
Big Pine Community Park - Skate Park Rules 
Ms. Smith reported that, like at Key Largo Park, the rules have been relaxed to only require 
helmets, but no pads.  The signs containing the rules will be replaced, and the information will be 
disseminated to vendors. 
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Big Pine Community Park – Overlook 
Ms. Smith reported that there is a scenic overlook/water observation platform being designed 
along the eastern park boundary. A conceptual drawing of the overlook was reviewed. County 
code will allow the installation of a walkway in shallow water. The code does not allow boats to 
tie up to the platform.   
 
Watson Field 
Ms. Smith reported that Big Pine Athletic Association and the Boys and Girls Club are discussing 
the potential to transfer ownership of Watson Field to the County for use as a park in perpetuity. 
Mr. Miller expressed that the property transfer may be the best way to ensure the park continues to 
function the way it is currently being used.   
 
Big Pine Swimming Hole 
Ms. Smith distributed an aerial photograph of the Big Pine Swimming Hole and informed the 
group that the County has a sublease agreement with the State of Florida for the parcel south of US 
1. The parcel on the north side of US 1 remains under state park management. The County’s 
sublease agreement will allow the development of a passive park facility. A traffic study will be 
done to determine the best access to the property. Mr. Mock expressed that he would like to see 
this site used as a trail head.  Mr. Tuttle expressed the desire to see a docking facility for boaters. 
Ms. Smith explained that the County is at the beginning of the design process and that the 
consultant should be on board by the end of the year. The County is planning an extensive public 
involvement component for this project in order to ensure that the facility is designed according to 
the community’s desires.  
 
Big Pine Community Park Ampitheather 
Mr. Tuttle brought up the possibility of erecting a shaded stage at Big Pine Community Park, 
either poured concrete or a prefabricated structure.  Mr. Mock voiced concern regarding the 
financial restrictions in the park because of the State funding used to purchase it. Mr. Miller asked 
about the possibility of using TDC money for the project.  Mr. Estes stated that DAC has assigned 
$95,000 in this year’s budget to build it or buy it.  The BOCC would need to fill out an application 
for the money.  Mr. Miller clarified that the community is not looking to make profits off the stage, 
but to use it for things such as movies in the park and Keys community concerts.  Mr. Estes noted 
that pre-sale tickets do not count against revenue because they are not earned in the park.   
 
Reynolds Street Pier 
Ms. Smith reported that the County is currently designing a landscaped entry feature at Reynolds 
Street Pier. The work will also include spall repair, a new deck, and ensuring ADA compliance. 
 
Higgs Beach Road Relocation 
Ms. Smith reported that the survey work for the road relocation has begun. A map showing the 
proposed relocation of the road was reviewed. Ms. Smith stated there are some Federal restrictions 
in this area, as well as historic grave sites to consider.  The County has $1 million in the Capital 
Improvement Plan to use for this project.   
 
Higgs Beach Fitness Trail 
Ms. Smith reported that Friends of Higgs Beach raised $10,000 to purchase fitness equipment for a 
fitness trail at Higgs Beach Park. A consultant is finalizing the drawings, and once the county 
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obtains the permits, a ten-station fitness trail will be installed along the northern property 
boundary. 
 
Higgs Beach Vendor Recommendation 
Ms. Washington reported that the County has received two responses to the County’s solicitation 
for a mobile food vendor.  One proposal was for a food truck, and was for a popsicle cart.  Friends 
of Higgs Beach recommended the popsicle proposal.   
 
Mr. Boilini made a motion to re-endorse the popsicle vendor.  Ms. Heather Smith seconded 
the motion.  With no opposition, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Public Comment 
Donna Kautz, a resident who lives near Big Pine Park reported that the lights from the park shine 
in her house. She noted that the recent addition of deflectors is not effective.  Ms. Washington took 
Ms. Kautz’s information and promised to address the issue the following day. 
 
 
Mr. Boilini made a motion to adjourn at 7:15pm. Ms. H. Smith seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed unanimously.  
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