
      MINUTES  
CONTRACTORS’ EXAMINING BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

Tuesday, September 9, 2014, 9:30 a.m. 
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1. Call to Order/Roll Call:  
Chairman Rudy Krause called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m. Present were Steve Henson, Bill Kelly, 
Chris Sante, Vice Chair Gary Centonze, Chairman Rudy Krause. 
 
Excused was Peggy Bankester. 
 
Present with no roll call were Assistant County Attorney Steve Williams and Board Attorney Thomas 
Wright.    

  
2. Agenda Changes:  

    a. Construction Trades Application Review for Lazaro Aroche and Charles Arnasoff 
  

3.  Approval of Agenda: 
Motion made by Mr. Sante to approve agenda as amended and seconded by Mr. Henson; no nays. 
       

4.  Approval of Minutes: 
    a. Regular Meeting: July 8, 2014 
  Motion made by Mr. Sante to approve minutes as presented and seconded by Mr. Kelly; no 
  nays.  
 
     b. Regular Meeting: August 12, 2014 
  Motion made by Mr. Henson to approve minutes as presented and seconded by Mr. Sante; 
  no nays. 
 

5. Next Meeting Dates: 
 a. Proposed Limited Meeting for Review of Construction Trades Applications: October 14, 2014 
 b. Regular Meeting: December 9, 2014 

 
6. Swearing-in of Witnesses to Testify: 

Attorney Wright swore-in all of those testifying at today’s meeting.  
 

7. Chairman asked if “is there anyone from the public present who would like to speak on an agenda 
 item?”   YES.  
   
 8. Chairman asked if “any board member been contacted outside the presence of this meeting regarding 
 an agenda item? If so, to please disclose the nature of the contact?  NO    
    

 9.         Code Compliance Cases: 
 
   a. CE14020041 Christopher Wardlow CGC1511775 continued to 12/9 due to doctor appointment   
    
   b. CE14050125 Wolfgang Noack continued to 12/9 due to upcoming travel plans 
    
   c. CE14060054 Notice to Appear  
         James N. Miller  
     Lighthouse Landscapes  
     6-77  No certificate of competency  
     6-234.(a) Advertising without a certificate of competency  
     Inspector Bruno  
 
     Mr. Miller failed to appear before the Board and did not have legal representation present. 
     Good a service received at the address of record with County on 07/01/2014.  Property owner 
     present as witness for County. Code Compliance Inspector Bruno present for the County; after 
     testimony and evidence was taken from all parties, 
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   CE14060054 / James N Miller continued: 
    
   Note: Wes Maltby, Assistant to Building Official John Travers, arrived at meeting at 9:47AM.  
    
   Regarding MCC Sec 6-77 No certificate of competency   

 Motion made by Mr. Kelly recommending finding Respondent IN violation as cited for no certificate of 
 competency and seconded by Mr. Henson.  Motion carried unanimously. 

     
   Penalty Phase – Motion made by Mr. Sante recommending a $1,000.00 fine and seconded by 
 Mr. Henson with a friendly amendment recommending administrative costs $166.08, for a total of 
 $1,166.08, to be paid within 30 days or lien. Both accepted Attorney Wrights recommendation to be 
 paid within 30 days or lien. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
 Regarding MCC Sec 6-234.(a) Advertising without a certificate of competency  

  Motion made by Mr. Kelly recommending finding Respondent IN violation as cited for advertising 
  without a certificate of competency and seconded by Mr. Henson. Motion carried unanimously. 
     

    Penalty Phase – Motion made by Mr. Sante recommending a $1,000.00 fine to be paid within 
 30 days or lien and seconded by Mr. Kelly.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
            Total Due: $2,166.08 
 

     Prior to departing the meeting to Key West to another scheduled meeting, Attorney Williams advised 
 the Board that he would like to incorporate Chapter 6 amendments to the County LDR currently being 
 revised. Board gave him the OK.  
 
 d. CE14060121 Notice to Appear  
   Alejandro Eduardo Rodriguez CGC057347 
   Coastland Construction, Inc.  
   6-202.(1) Working outside scope of permit  
   6-202.(11)a Working without benefit of a permit  
   Inspector Bruno  
  
    Mr. Rodriguez appeared before the Board without legal representation to address the Board 
  contested the violation.  Code Compliance Inspector Bruno present for the County. Inspector advised
  that she needed to amend the violation from 6-202.(11) to 6-202.(11)a.  After being advised,  
  Respondent waived his rights for notice and did not object, but still contested the  violation.   After  
  testimony and evidence from all parties, motion made by Mr. Sante recommending finding Respondent 
  NOT in violation of MCC Sec 6-202.(11)a.  Motion seconded by Mr. Henson.  After discussion, motion 
  carried unanimously.   
 
 Wes Maltby – Mr. Maltby was introduced as the new building official and assistant to Interim Building 
 Official John Travers.  Mr. Maltby is a contract employee of M.T. Causley and he used to be the B.O. of 
 Florida City prior to accepting a position with M.T. Causley.  
 
 e. CE14060148 Notice to Appear  
     Mark Bertha  
     A1A Enterprises  
     6-77 No certificate of competency  
     6-234.(a) Advertising without a license  
     Inspector Bruno  
     
   Attorney Wright sworn-in Mr. Bertha.  Mr. Sante disclosed that Mr. Bertha is a tenant of his on a 
  storage unit; no objections.  Mr. Bertha appeared before the Board without legal  representation to 
  address the Board contested the violation.  Code Compliance Inspector Bruno present for the County.  
  After testimony and evidence was taken from all parties,  
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  Regarding MCC Sec 6-77 No certificate of competency  
  Motion was made by Mr. Kelly recommending finding Respondent IN violation as cited. Motion  
  seconded by Mr. Henson.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
  Penalty Phase – After discussion, motion made by Mr. Sante recommending no fine and only  
  administrative costs of $166.08 to be paid within 30 days or lien. Motion dies for lack of second.  
 
  New motion made by Mr. Centonze recommending fine of $1,000.00 plus administrative costs of  
  $166.08, for total of $1,166.08, to be paid within 30 days or lien. Motion seconded by Mr. Henson. 
  After discussion, Roll Call Vote: NO – Mr. Sante. YES – Mr. Henson, Mr. Kelly, VC Centonze, and 
  Chairman Krause.  Motion passes 4-1.  
 
  Regarding MCC Sec 6-234.(a) Advertising without a license  
  Motion made by Mr. Kelly recommending finding Respondent IN violation as cited.  Motion seconded 
  by VC Centonze.  Roll Call Vote:  NO – Mr. Sante. YES – Mr. Henson, Mr. Kelly, VC Centonze, and 
  Chairman Krause.  Motion passes 4-1. 
 
  Penalty Phase – Motion made by Mr. Kelly recommending fine of $500.00 to be paid within 30 days or 
  lien.  Motion seconded by VC Centonze. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
            Total Due: $1,666.08 
 
  Mr. Henson and VC Centonze stepped out at 11:37AM. 
 
  Chairman recessed meeting at 11:37AM and reconvened at 11:43AM. All present.  
 
 f.  CE14050091 Ryan McFarland continued to 12/9 – stip agreement pending  
 
 g. CE14070162 Notice to Appear  
   Charles Walter Richards CCC1326177 
   All Area Roofing & Waterproofing, Inc.  
   6-202.(11)a Work without benefit of a permit 

     Inspector Bruno 
 
   Mr. Richards failed to appear before the Board and did not have legal representation present. On 
  his behalf he sent an agent (R. Dion Watson) on his behalf.  After discussion, Inspector Bruno moved 
  to continue case to the December 9

th
 meeting.  

 
 
10. New Business:   
  
  a. Application Review for Renewal of Expired Certificate of Competency  
 
  i.   Steve Cacciatore EC 1281 
       Knight Electric Corp of Key Largo, Inc. 
       Electrical Contractor   
 

       Mr. Cacciatore addressed the Board regarding his expired certificate of competency. After 
       discussion, motion was made by Mr. Henson recommending the renewal of the certificate of  
       competency and renewal fee of $150 and seconded by Mr. Sante; no nays. 

              ii.  Robert Melvin Crider   SP 3732 
          Just Keys Trees, Inc.  
          Landscaping Specialty Contractor  

       

       Mr. Crider addressed the Board regarding his expired certificate of competency. After  
       discussion, motion was made by Mr. Henson recommending the renewal of the certificate of  
       competency and renewal fee of $150 and seconded by Mr. Sante; no nays. 
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  CE14030031 John Michael Takovich III CRC047886 Keys Paradise Builders, Inc.  

   Mr. Takovich appeared before the Board for a case he believed he was scheduled for.  He was  
  advised his case was heard on August 12

th
 without his presence when he failed to appear. In response, 

  he stated that he never received notice that his case was moved from September 9
th
 to August 12

th
.  After 

  discussion, Attorney Wright advised in due diligence, perhaps revoke the penalty and re-dock-it for  
  another meeting.    Motion made by Mr. Henson recommending vacating the Final Order from August 12

th
 

  and have county re-service.  

   Chairman Krause recused himself from case and Mr. Kelly acted as pro-tem.  Mr. Miller, alternate, 
  participated via telephone conference. After discussion, Mr. Henson re-stated his previous motion of  
  vacating Final Order from August 12th and re-hear case on December 9, 2014.  Motion seconded by Mr. 
  Sante.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Takovich agreed on the record to the new hearing date.  

  

     b. Construction Trades Application Review of Verification of Construction Experience  

         i. Charles R. Ansaroff / New Application / Painting & Decorating Contractor by waiver of  
         examination reciprocating from Palm Beach County; approved by Mr. Kelly. 

        ii. Lazaro Aroche / New Application / Tile, Terrazzo, & Marble Contractor;  approved by Mr.  
           Sante. 

             iii. Hugo M. Chinea / Re-approval Application / Painting & Decorating Contractor; approved by 
                  Mr. Kelly.  
 
             iv. Gabriela Stefanic / Midsouth Painting Inc / Painting & Decorating Contractor by waiver  
                  of examination from Broward County; approved by Mr. Henson.    
 
            v. Rand Newman / Re-approval Application / Painting & Decorating Contractor; approved by 
          VC Centonze.     
  
     vi. Jason Heath Means / New Application / Electrical Contractor; approved by VC Centonze. 
     

      c. Executed stipulation agreement(s) for State Certified Contractor(s): Nothing to report 

 
      d. CEB and CBAA Members   

        i. Larry Smorgala CAC1817542 withdrew his application for consideration for the vacant Master 
          Mechanical Card seat. 

           ii. C. SANTE: Mr. Sante addressed the Board regarding homeowners’ aiding and abetting of  
        unlicensed contractors. After discussion, Inspector Bruno advised the Board that they are not 
        allowed to cite a homeowner as per the direction of the BOCC.       

  

        11. Old Business:  

  a. 09/09/14 
    i. Chairman reiterated Attorney Williams’ recommendation of incorporating Chapter 6 amendments to 
    the County LDR currently being revised.  

 
        b. 03/11/2014 

    i. Re-election of Members   

         1. Contractors’ Examining Board  

           a. Vacant, 3/11/14 
            Master Mechanical Card – Upper Keys  
            Expired: 6/15/14   
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    Re-election of Members continued: 
           At the August 12 meeting, the Board approved of Mr. Kelly’s recommendation of Mr. Larry 
      Joseph Smorgala, CAC1817542, to the contractors’ examining board vacant Master  
      Mechanical Card seat.  Mr. Smorgala will be invited to the September 9, 2014 meeting for an 
      interview.   

         

        b. Vacant, 4/21/14 
            Layperson – Middle Keys        
            Expired: 6/15/14 
 
     CEB approved to advertise both positions at the 5/13/14 meeting.  
            

 12.  Staff Reports  

    a. John Travers, Interim Building Official/Board Secretary   
    b. Thomas Wright, Contractors’ Examining Board Attorney      
  c. Steve Williams, Assistant County Attorney 
    d. Ronda Norman, Code Compliance Director  - Discussed stipulated agreements and the Board stated that 
      they trust the inspectors writing a stip agreement but that they still would like to see the charge and the 
     deal of the stip agreement.  
 
   DISCUSSION: 
      i. VC Centonze addressed the Board and voiced his opinion by saying he believes the County should be           
         more proactive and informative by advertising more about sewer connections.  
 
     ii. Chairman Krause asked the question if there were any legal recourse to mandate property owner list    
          their sub-contractor(s) on their permit.  Ronda Norman in response stated that the former BO Jerry  
       Smith used to require that all owner-builder permits be placed on his desk for review and interview to see 
       if they owner was knowledgeable and would be able to do the work themselves.  
 

13.  Each member must review their applications, approve/disapprove them, sign and date the folder and  
     application, and read results into the record and state your name. (12/10/13) 

 
14.  Meeting adjourned at 12:55 P.M. 

           

       
Odalys Mayan 
Contractor Licensing Coordinator 
Contractors’ Examining Board Liaison  

  

 

APPROVED by the Contractors Examining Board of Monroe County, Florida, at a regular meeting held on  

    9th    day of      December         , 2014 [   X   ] “as submitted” or [      ] “as amended.” 

 

 To request a copy of this or any hearing, please visit http://fl-monroecounty.civicplus.com/index.aspx?nid=121 

webpage and chose Duplicate Request Form link: http://fl-monroecounty.civicplus.com/forms.aspx?FID=79  
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