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Winter/Spring 2016 Green Community

SSNSRATTATSE=  Little Torch Cottages — ====tallHast==

Congratulations to the Business Manager Kathy Cichon and residents of Little Torch Cottages
on their new recycling program. While inspecting multi-family complexes county wide the
Monroe County Recycling Department noticed this community had no recycling program. Do
to a few logistical problems, they had given up. Some of the residents even drove to the nearest
county recycling center to drop of their recyclables on a weekly basis. Working to solve the
logistical problems with the service provider in that area, Monroe County Recycling was able

to obtain a single stream recycling dumpster, and 18 gallon recycling bins for each resident to
haul their recyclables to the dumpster. Since the program was started, and the positive response from residents, management has decided to
add recycling containers to the clubhouse, marina, both pools and even one by the mailboxes for all that dreaded junk mail.

A BIG THANK YOU FROM THE MONROE COUNTY RECYCLING DEPARTMENT FOR A TRUE COMMUNITY EFFORT!
If your complex or one you know needs help starting a recycling program please call 305-745-4307

Recycling Is Good For Your Business

" As costs of doing business mounts, companies are implementing a commercial recycling program as a way to "

improve their bottom line. This can be one of the most environmentally sound and cost effective approaches a
company can make. The fewer times the trash truck swings by to empty your dumpster, the less you will pay for trash pickup. In Monroe
County your recyclables cost at least 50% less to haul away so you should see immediate savings. Customers also take notice, in a recent
government survey 79% of consumers prefer supporting a eco-friendly restaurant or business. Here are some tips to help you get started.

1. Conduct a site assessment to help determine how much waste and recyclables your company generates:
aluminum, paper, cardboard, plastics, glass, steel, ink cartridges etc.

2. Find the source of the waste. Assess where the waste is generated and determine what can be reduced, reused, or recycled.
3. Used recycled products or recyclable products as part of your business. These will lessen what enters the waste stream.
4. Focus on getting the maximum use from any given item. An example could be copying on both sides of the paper instead of one.

5. Collection bins and locations- place these containers together were waste and recycling is generated. Clearly label each container
to prevent cross contamination and make it company policy to recycle

6. REMEMBER MONROE COUNTY RECYCLING IS ALWAYS HERE TO HELP.

Don’t Forget Mom Or The One You Love

This year for Valentine’s and Mother’s Day do something a little greener that will be with your loved

ones for weeks, months and even years to come. Forget buying those cut roses and flowers. Buy them /M»
something you can enjoy together, like native flowering plants that attract honey bees, butterflies or = Happy, )
plant a fruit tree and savor the benefits for a life time. You'll love the time spent together planting what M!{%%

you have bought. FYI As a tree matures it can consume 48Ibs of carbon dioxide (bad stuff) per year and <
produces enough oxygen (good stuff) to supply your hearts need for two years. !!!Now that’s GREEN!!!

1 also suggest a nice red wine and dark chocolate, it has been said by doctors its good for the heart too.

-~
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The Advantages of Recycling

If it's made

e  Recycling one
gasoline.

FOOD WASTE:

e As much as 70% of all

e  Food waste can be comp

( For information on compostin
CARDBOARD:

e  Old cardboard boxes can be dona
new cardboard and other paper pr

e  Recycling one ton of cardboard saves
GLASS:

e Glass can be recycled an infinite number of
e Anything made of glass can be recycled into n

e  Recycling a single glass bottle saves enough ener.
for four hours.

PAPER:

e All paper can be recycled into several products includin,
tissue and even kitty litter.

e  Every ton of paper recycled saves 185 gallons of gasoline.

PLASTIC:

e  Recycled plastic can be used to create several products ranging fro
mop heads.

e  Five two-liter recycled bottles can produce enough insulation for a men

STEEL:

e Recycled steel can be made into steel cans, building supplies and tools to n
few.

e  Steel Recycling saves enough energy in one year to power 18 million homes for th
entire year.

USED FRYER OIL:

e  Fryer oil can be turned into biodiesel, a popular alternative fuel.

e  Some biodiesel companies are actually paying restaurants for this.

(Monroe county residents can drop off used fryer oil at any county transfer station for free)

Monroe County Residential Recycling

25,340.55
tons

An increase
of 25% in
three years!

Three ways to handle your yard trimmings

(Inorderof case)

3, Cans, City cart
@ or com sl‘%l:‘lc
: paper bags

SAVE

Saturday, March 19th, 2016.
Big Pine Community Park

The first ever Florida Keys Wildlife Refuges
Outdoor Fest. This family-friendly wildlife &
outdoor fair includes a 5K “Run with Deer”
run/walk that starts at 8am. The outdoor fair
runs from 10 am. To 2pm. with vendors, music
and more. This is a wonderful opportunity to
engage kids, families, community members,
and visitors about protecting, appreciating
our natural resources, exploring nature and
promoting good environmental stewardship.

While your enjoying all the activities take time
out and come see us at the Monroe County
Recycling booth.

Got a question about recycling and household
hazardous waste disposal? We’ll have all the
information/answers there. Be sure to grab a
free reusable shopping bag and other goodies
provided by Monroe County.
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The History of a Movement

ar th Dd > How many of you know the history behind the beginning of what we now call Earth Day? Each year, Earth Day, April 22nd marks
& April 22 the anniversary of what many consider the birth of a modern environmental movement in 1970.

The height of the hippie and flower-child culture in the United States, 1970, brought the death of Jimi Hendrix, the last Beatles album
and Simon & Garfunkel’s “Bridge Over Troubled Water”. Protest was the order of the day, but saving the planet was not the cause. War raged in Vietnam, and
students nationwide increasingly opposed it.

At the time, Americans were slurping leaded gas through massive V8 sedans, Industry belched out smoke and sludge with little fear of legal consequences or
bad press. Air pollution was commonly accepted as the smell of prosperity. “Environment” was a word that appeared more often in spelling bees than on the
evening news. Although mainstream America remained oblivious to environmental concerns, the stage had been set for change by the publication of Rachel
Carson’s New York Times bestseller Silent Spring in 1962. The book represented a watershed moment for the modern environmental movement, selling more
than 500,000 copies in 24 countries and, up until that moment more than any other person. Ms. Carson raised the public awareness and concern for living
organisms, the environment and public health.

Earth Day 1970 capitalized on emerging consciousness, channeling the energy of the anti-war protest movement and putting the environmental concerns front
and center.

The Idea

The idea came to Earth Day founder Gaylord Nelson, then a senator from Wisconsin, after witnessing the ravages of the 1969 massive oil spill in Santa Barbara,
California. Inspired by the student and anti-war movement, he realized if he could infuse that energy with an emerging public consciousness about air and
water pollution, it would force environmental protection onto the national political agenda. Senator Nelson announced the idea for a “national teach-in on the
environment” to the national media; persuaded Pete McCloskey, a conservation-minded Republican Congressman, to serve as his co-chair; and recruited Denis
Hayes as national coordinator. Hayes built a national staff of 85 to promote the events across the land.

As aresult, on the 22nd of April, 20 million Americans took to the streets, parks and auditoriums to demonstrate for a healthy, sustainable environment in
massive coast-to-coast rallies. Thousands of colleges and universities organized protests against the deterioration of the environment. Groups that had been
fighting against oil spills, polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, freeways, the loss of wilderness and the extinction of
wildlife suddenly realized they shared common values.

Earth Day 1970 achieved a rare political alignment, enlisting support from Republicans and Democrats, rich and poor, city slickers and farmers, tycoons and
labor leaders. The first Earth Day led to the creation of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the passage of the Clean Air, Clean Water and
Endangered Species Acts “It was a gamble” Gaylord recalled “but it worked”.

As 1990 approached, a group of environmental leaders asked Denis Hayes to organize another big campaign. This time, Earth Day went global, with 200
million people in 141 countries and lifting environmental issues onto the world stage. Earth Day 1990 gave a huge boost to recycling worldwide and helped
pave the way for the 1992 United Nations earth Day Summit in Rio de Janeiro. It also prompted President Bill Clinton to award Senator Nelson the Presidential
Medal of Freedom (1995) the highest honor given to civilians in the United States for his role as Earth Day founder.

Earth Day Today

As the new Millennium approached, Hayes agreed to spearhead another campaign , this time focused on global warming and a push for clean energy With
5,000 environmental groups in a record 184 countries reaching out to hundreds of millions of people. Earth Day 2000 combined the big-picture feistiness of the
first Earth Day with the international grassroots activism of Earth Day 1990. It used the internet to organize activists, but also featured a talking drum chain that
traveled village to village in Gabon, Africa, and hundreds of thousands of people gathered on the National Mall in Washington, DC. Earth Day 2000 sent world
leaders the loud and clear message that citizens around the world wanted quick and decisive action on clean energy.

Much like 1970, Earth Day 2010 came at a time of great challenge for the environmental community. Climate change deniers, well funded oil lobbyist, reticent
politicians, a disinterested public and a divided environmental community all contributed to a strong narrative that overshadowed the cause of progress and
change. In spite of the challenge, for its 40th anniversary, Earth Day network reestablished Earth Day as a powerful focal point around which people could
demonstrate their commitment. Earth Day Network brought 225,000 people to the National Mall for a climate rally, amassed 40 million environmental actions
toward its 2012 goal of a Billion Acts of Green, launched an international, 1 million tree planting initiative with Avatar director James Cameron and tripled its
online base to over 900,000 community members. http:www.earthday.org

The fight for a clean environment continues in a climate of increasing urgency, as the ravages of climate change become more noticeable each day. Monroe
County invites you to be a part of Earth Day, discover the energy join the grassroots effort in building a clean, healthy and diverse world for generations to
come. Help out a local environmental group in a community clean-up, plant a tree or visit one of the many educational events that will be advertised for Earth
Day. If you have an event planned like us on FACEBOOK so we may add it. Please send us pictures and the positive results of your event that took place.

Syt ey MONROE COUNTY RECYCLES Ffaceboolk.
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vAd

25 «'> *GET A HEAD START ON YOUR SPRING CLEANING* />

FEBRUARY 2016 MARCH 2016

il

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI  SAT
7 2 7

7 8 9 6 7 8

14 5 16 13 € 14 5 1798

Day Day | =

21 22 23

Savings Time

20 27 22

27 28 29

28 29 Zas
aia

Key Largo Park Behind Walgreen’s

APRIL 2016 MAY 2016

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
7 2 3

3 4 5 8 g 9 10
Mother’s Day

70 77 72 15 16 17

57 22 23 24

17 18 79 22 . 23
Earth Day

28 29 30 29 30FE 31

Memorial Day

24 25 26

Residential E-Waste And Household Hazardous Waste No Charge

Business Waste
Gasoline $.78 Per Gallon  Antifreeze $.78 Per Gallon Mercury Containing Bulbs $.50 Each

E-Waste $.0618 Per Pound  Business Hazardous Waste $.60 Per Pound
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