May 10, 2016
Commissioner Sam Kaufman
Dear Commissioner Kaufman:

I respect you and I appreciate your stand on wanting low and very low income
housing units and even median income units to be built. We certainly need them.

The Wall Street Journal article, I have attached on the “Rent Squeeze” on the
middle income and even moderate income families is interesting and essential
reading. While a much, much smaller place than Boston or New York, Key West
is yet a part of the “big picture” and our middle and moderate income folks are
indeed being squeezed out even more so than our low and very low income folks
who have and are being subsidized and protected by tax credits and our public
housing stock construction.

My point is that I would like you to consider, while protecting and promoting the
median and low income earner housing units that you would also focus on the
plight of the median and moderate income earner as well as who are nationally and
in Key West in severe crisis with little subsidy availability or help in sight.

In the 10" paragraph the author points out “New York City has pledged to build or
preserve 44,000 units for middle income families.” Then later in a following
paragraph defines “middle income renters making up to $106,680” a year as a
family unit.

Sam, while the income levels by definition change from state to state you can see
form the article that middle or moderate income units are very, very important.

I would say that preserving Peary Court forever for our workforce is incredibly
important thing to do. The 24 acres cannot be reproduced or replaced, ever.



While we need to continue our support for very low income families we can’t turn
our backs on middle and moderate income earners who have little or no protections
from their spiraling rents.

Respectfully,

Edwin O. Swift, III
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