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TO CONTACT US

COLLEEN MURPHY
e w RECYCLING COORDINATOR
(305)289-6037
MURPHY-COLLEEN@MONROECOUNTY-FL.GOV

ROSA WASHINGTON
SENIOR ADMINISTRATOR
(305)292-4432

JM WASHINGTON-ROSA@MONROECOUNTY-FL.GOV

Local Action = Regional Impact

The recent Recycle Florida Today conference in Sarasota was a great opportunity for networking and learning.
Industry and government representatives from other Florida areas and beyond gathered to share information about
new trends, technology, and policies related to recycling and solid waste disposal. Southeast Regional Recycling
Development Council (SERDC) demonstrated the economic importance of efforts in our area. Even if we recycle for
the environmental benefits that 4R activities support, the economic impacts are more compelling than ever before.

As recycling and related environmental efforts face significant fiscal challenges at the local, state and federal levels, it is
important to note the positive contribution this industry provides to our economy. Our region (Arkansas to Virginia,
Louisiana to Florida) is home to some of the world’s largest recycling end users. Unfortunately, many have to look
beyond the region to find materials as huge volumes of resources are currently ending up in landfills or incinerators.

Remember that our efforts in the Keys support manufacturing plants that use recyclables throughout the Region!

3 206 Manufacturers in Southeast 23 47,525 Employees 3 $29.4 Billion Sales Revenues

State # Recycling # Jobs Annual
Manufacturers Sales

Alabama 26 10,700+ $6.60 Billion
Arkansas 5 1,200+ $0.04 Billion
Florida 15 2,600+ $1.50 Billion
Georgia 31 7,000+ $4.50 Billion
Kentucky 17 4,300+ $3.80 Billion
Louisiana 10 2,900+ $1.10 Billion
Mississippi 3 525+ $1.30 Billion
North Carolina 30 2,800+ $1.10 Billion
South Carolina 24 5,300+ $5.30 Billion
Tennessee 30 6,500+ $4.30 Billion
Virginia 15 3,700+ $3.60 Billion
Regional Totals 206 47,525+ 294 + Billion

¢ KW Plastics in Troy, Alabama is among the largest HDPE plastics ( #2) recyclers in the country, yet it only receives
enough plastic from Alabama to run the plant for two days out of every year; most ends up in landfills.

¢ Georgia recycles one third of all plastic beverage containers recycled in North America into carpet.

¢ North Carolina has the largest PET plastic ( #1) recycling plant in North America with a 100 million pound capacity.
While 95% of NC residents have access to recycling, they currently recycle only 18 % of their PET plastic bottles.

¢ InTennessee, a $24 million dollar manufacturing facility for recyclables often sits idle for lack of material.

S E R D c Visit the SERDC website to find out how eleven states united industry, government
Fentheast Neoyoling Besepmsat o and non-government organizations to promote sustainable recycling.
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4R Community Supporters

Local Businesses Reward Keys Students

Monroe County Recycling Department would like to extend a sincere “Thank You!” to all of the businesses that
provided awards for top entries in our 4R Public Service Announcement Competition. Once again, students will
have an opportunity to experience the Keys environment or celebrate their recognition with fellow students.

_ Glen Evans, Kelsey Cecil, Michaella Capas, Summer Cleaver,

) Lindsey McAnally, Cassie Weach, Adara Beneway and Jordan
% Mannix from Key West High School were awarded a mangrove
2 forest eco-tour with Standup Paddleboard Key West or a snor-
== kel trip aboard Sea Eagle with Captain’s Corner Dive Center.

Per the suggestion of their band director, the Second Period Middle School Band group
were awarded a pizza party A3 L3 courtesy of Dominoes Pizza! Chloe Costa, Brittany
Doyle, Daymaris Garcia, Joseph Matulin, Lauren McCormick, Alex Prouty, Marcos Que-
vedo, Yaileno Rodriguez, Selena Vansant, and Vlad Zayatte were members of the group
that wrote and  recorded the top PSA .

Sydney McPeak and Sierra Ohumundt of Coral Shores High School won a kayak or paddle-
board rental from Florida Bay Outfitters. This is the second time that FBO has graciously
sponsored awards for the Recycling Department ‘s 4R competition !

A huge “Thank You” goes to all of the students, school staff and businesses that helped to
make the competition a real success! Listen for their recycling PSAs on local radio stations
later this summer.

Florida Keys Arts Council 4R Opportunities

The Florida Keys Council of the Arts recently awarded funding to a group of six artists from the Artists in Paradise
Co-op Gallery in Big Pine Key and it has additional funding available through the ArtReach, Artists in the Schools, and
Art in Public Places programs. Monroe County Recycling Department can you help write a grant and provide partner-

ship support for teachers and local artists that would like to use art as a way to
promote recycling and related resource conservation efforts.

Unlike many grants, Arts Council e S applications are EASY to prepare- all you
need is a good idea! Projects may include visual arts, music, drama, and
even writing. Artists and students  FORIDA KEYS might paint recycling bins or 4R eco-murals,
present dramatic performances like COUNCILOF THE the Lorax, or use any artistic mode to
promote recycling, waste reduction, reuse, and resource conservation.

Check out the great opportunities at the Arts Council ! If you would like some assistance, please contact
Colleen Murphy at 305 289 6037 or email: Murphy-Colleen@monroecounty-fl.gov
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