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Introduction 
 

Experience has served as a key construct in destination positioning. Central to a tourist 
experience, for example, is the tourist’s quest for an authentic experience; and as such, tourism 
destinations  are  viewed  as  a means  to  stage  the  authenticity  that  cannot  be  found  in  the 
tourist’s daily life.  
 

In  1999,  Harvard  University  professors  Pine  and  Gilmore  suggested  four  realms  of 
experience that is applicable to transforming goods and services into experiences.   
 

In  fact,  some of  the  fastest growing  sectors of  the global economy are  related  to  the 
consumption  of  experiences.    According  to  Pine  and  Gilmore  in  the  emerging  experience 
economy, consumers seek unique experiences beyond merely consuming products and services 
because  the  consistent,  high  level  of  product  and  service  quality  can  no  longer  be  used  to 
differentiate choices for consumers.  
 

This  new  demand  for  unique  and  memorable  experiences  requires  destinations  to 
develop a distinct value‐added provision for products and services that have already achieved a 
consistent, high level of functional quality. For instance, a cooking demonstration or a themed 
guestroom  at  a  rural  bed‐and‐breakfast  facility  offers  guests  educational,  entertaining,  and 
esthetic  experiences,  or  forms  of  experiential  value  added  to  its  highly  personalized, 
professionally managed lodging facility.  
 

It  has  been  argued  that  businesses  (and  thus,  tourism marketers)  need  to  shift  their 
paradigm from the “delivery‐focused” service economy that emphasizes high quality offerings 
to the “staged” experience economy that creates a memorable consumption experience. 
 
It is the notion of ‘memorable’ that our study seeks to explore.   
 

Tourism  has  been  at  the  forefront  of  staging  experience,  succinctly  put,  tourism 
primarily sells a ‘staged’ experience . . . tourism’s central productive activity [is] the creation of 
the touristic experience. 
 
THE EXPERIENCE ECONOMY AND TOURISM 
 

Tourism has principally been concerned with  the  tourist experience of visiting, seeing, 
learning, enjoying, and  living  in a different mode of  life.    In  this sense, everything  tourists go 
through  at  a  destination  can  be  experience,  be  it  behavioral  or  perceptual,  cognitive  or 
emotional, or expressed or implied. To the stakeholders of tourism, such as tourists, destination 
marketers,  local residents, and policy makers, the nature and scope of the experience offered 
by a destination and processed by tourists determine the value of the destination.  
 



Hence, marketers have emphasized understanding what  the  tourist experience  is and 
how it is formed as a result of visiting a destination. It is indeed a challenging task to capture all 
elements experienced by a  tourist at a destination  in a  concise measurement model  for  the 
purpose of assessing the performance or value of a destination. 
 

However, Pine and Gilmore proposed the experience economy as an emerging paradigm 
for enhancing business performance across a wide  range of  industries,  including  tourism and 
hospitality.  The  experience  economy  concept  has  been  introduced  sporadically  to  tourism 
research and it adds to the dimensions by which to interpret tourist experience.   
 

Pine  and  Gilmore  defined  experience  from  a  business  perspective:  “Experiences  are 
events  that engage  individuals  in a personal way”.   There are  four  realms  (or dimensions) of 
experience differentiated by the level and form of customer involvement in business offerings.   
 
The four realms are: Entertainment, Educational, Esthetic and Escapist. 
 
  

 
 

Along the customer participation axis, passive participation of the customer in business 
(or  destination)  offerings  characterizes  the  entertainment  and  esthetic  dimensions, whereas 
educational  and  escapist  dimensions  reflect  active  participation.  The  tourist  who  passively 
participates in destination activities does not directly affect or influence the performance of the 



destination (business), whereas an active participant will personally affect the performance or 
event that becomes part of his or her experience.  
 

Along  the  absorption‐immersion  axis,  the  tourist  typically  “absorbs”  entertaining  and 
educational offerings of a destination and “immerses” in the destination environment resulting 
in  esthetic  or  escapist  experiences.  Absorption  in  this  context  is  defined  as  “occupying  a 
person’s  attention  by  bringing  the  experience  into  the mind”  and  immersion  as  “becoming 
physically (or virtually) a part of the experience itself” (Pine and Gilmore 1999, p. 31).  
 

Of  course,  classifying  tourist  experiences  into  the  four  dimensions  based  on  the  two 
axes should not be adopted as a hard‐and‐fast rule because, in reality, boundaries between the 
dimensions are often amorphous.  
 

For  instance,  consider  the  conspicuous  trend  toward  “edutainment”  in  managing 
science museums where educational and entertainment experiences merge. However, each 
experience  dimension  standing  alone  is  unique  and  contributes  to  the  consummation  of  a 
destination experience, with an  ideal  combination of all  four dimensions  yielding an optimal 
tourist experience. 
 

As such, the sweet spot exist to identify the optimal experience for tourism marketers.  
With  educational  experiences,  a  tourist  absorbs  the  events  unfolding  before  him  at  a 
destination, while actively participating through interactive engagement of the mind and/or the 
body. Typically, tourists  increase their skills and knowledge, either general or specific, through 
educational experiences at  the destinations  they visit. For  instance, visitors  to an art  festival 
may  learn  the  historical  background  of  knitting  and  weaving  presented  in  various  ways 
(brochures, conversations with the artist, etc.) and may increase their skills by trying to weave 
on a simple loom following the artist’s instructions. 
 
Some tourist destinations are designed exclusively for creating an educational experience.  
 

Parents and  children  visiting  the  Living History  Farm  in  Iowa are educated about 300 
years  of  farming  history  and  attend  demonstrations  of  historical  farm  skills,  such  as  rope 
making, spinning, weaving, wood carving, and chair caning. Thus, to truly create an educational 
experience, a tourist must increase his knowledge and/or skills through educational events that 
actively engage the mind (for intellectual education) and/or the body (for physical training). 
 

Frequently,  the educational experience of a  trip has been measured  to assess overall 
tourist  experiences with  a  target  destination  using  such  items  as  “I  feel  that  I  have  learnt 
something  of  importance”  and  “I  have  gained  insight  into  .  .  .”  points  to  tourists’  intrinsic 
motivation  to  consume  the extraordinary  (i.e.,  trip  taking)  as  a means  to  self‐education  and 
personal enlightenment. 
 

In  esthetic  experiences,  tourists  enjoy  being  in  the  destination  environment without 
affecting  or  altering  the  nature  of  the  environment  presented  to  them.  They  passively 



appreciate, or are influenced by, the way the destination appeals to their senses, no matter the 
level of authenticity of the destination environment. Such experiences let them just be there.  

 
Many sightseeing tourist activities represent esthetic experiences. Tourists, for example, 

may  come  to  The  Florida  Keys  &  Key West  just  to  enjoy  the  serenity  of  the  beach.    The 
importance  of  the  esthetic  experience  is  well  reflected  in  the  concepts  of  servicescape  or 
atmospherics  for services marketing; that  is, customers’ patronage  is highly  influenced by the 
environmental characteristics of the business’ physical setting and service. Hence, the esthetic 
experience  is  likely to be an  important determinant of destination evaluations and the overall 
experience. 
 

Entertainment provides one of the oldest forms of experience and it is one of the most 
developed and pervasive  in today’s business environment.   Much  like the esthetic dimension, 
entertainment requires that the offerings catch and occupy customers’ attention and readiness. 
The  entertainment  experience  occurs  commonly  when  tourists  passively  observe  activities 
and/or  performances  of  others,  including  listening  to  music  and  reading  for  pleasures  at 
destinations. Watching and  listening to an Ernst Hemmingway  impersonator at a  local festival 
or  watching  a  performer  ride  a  tall  unicycle  at  Mallory  Square  are  examples  of  the 
entertainment experience.  
 

Although  some  tourist  experiences,  such  as  a  religious  pilgrimage,  may  eschew 
entertainment offerings,  in general  they add  to most destinations and enrich  the experience. 
The escapist experience requires greater  immersion and participation than entertainment and 
educational experiences. Tourists participating in escapist experiences do not just embark from 
but also voyage to a specific place and participate in activities worthy of their time.   

 
Escapist experience requires that the tourist affect actual performances or occurrences 

in the real or virtual environment. In general, tourism is a way for people to escape from their 
daily  life and return  to the routine after experiencing  the extraordinary  (i.e., nonroutine  life). 
The  escapist  experience may  be  one  of  the most  frequently  listed  or  assumed motives  in 
tourism marketing. 
 

Despite its common inclusion as an important function of travel, the escapist experience 
has not been clearly defined and measured for effective destination management. A close look 
at the phenomenon of escape suggests that at least three components need to be considered 
for clear understanding.  
 

First, many people depart from their daily life just to distant themselves from the daily 
routines, no matter what the daily routines are, where they head, and what they do. They just 
want to get away. This type of escape centers on fleeing from or avoiding routines of daily life 
temporarily, taking a break, and returning refreshed and recreated.  
 



The second type of escape  is destination driven. People want to escape to a particular 
destination (the pull), regardless of their reasons to escape the daily life. They usually obtain an 
escapist experience based on such a travel motivation.  
 

The third component of escape is tourists’ active involvement in specific activities at 
the destination  in which they become  instrumental  in orchestrating an escapist experience. In 
this  mode,  escaping  the  daily  life  and  choosing  a  destination  tend  to  become  secondary 
decision  issues  as  the  tourist  is motivated most  by  the  opportunity  to  partake  a  different 
character or identity through active immersion in the target activities at the destination. 
 

These  getting‐away,  immersing‐into‐destination,  and  partaking‐a‐different‐character 
components of escape imply different tourism behaviors and require different destination 
management  approaches. All  three  are  required  in  Pine  and Gilmore’s  approach  to  escapist 
experience applied to tourism. 
 
THE EXPERIENCE ECONOMY IN THE TOURISM DECISION PROCESS 
 

Because  Pine  and  Gilmore’s  (1999)  realms  of  experience  focus  on  describing  the 
goodness  of  destination  offerings  in  four  summary  dimensions,  it  is  useful  to  consider  the 
potential antecedents and consequences of these realms of experience. 
 

In a general sense, tourists are believed to hold personal values that permeate their life 
and  that embed  their choice of a  specific destination and/or  target  tourist experience.   Such 
values, once directed at a specific target (i.e., a trip to take), give rise to travel motives, which 
function as the “push” factor for the upcoming trip taking. Once travel motives coalesce, a set 
of  relevant  destinations  is  evoked  along  with  the  tourist’s  attitude  associated  with  each 
destination  in the set. At this point, the expected value of the experience  from a destination, 
known  as  the  “pull”  factor  or  travel  motivation,  often  solidifies  or  weakens  the  tourist’s 
intention to choose the destination. 
 

Travel  motives  and  motivations  have  been  used  as  key  variables  for  market 
segmentation and other effective marketing treatments.  Pine and Gilmore suggest that a well‐
staged experience leads to enhanced memory—that is, remembering a particular event—which 
will shape the tourist’s attitude toward the destination in a positive manner.  
 

They  suggest  practical  strategies  of  offering  tourists motifs  or memorabilia  to  create 
vivid memories about the target‐destination experience. At the heart of engineering Pine and 
Gilmore’s four realms of experience, therefore, is the creation of positive memories; fostering a 
memorable  experience  is  essential  to  a  destination’s  ability  to  provide  the  four  realms  of 
experience. 
 

Memories may  be  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  sensorial  experiences,  as  emotional 
events  appealing  to  the  senses  tend  to  be  remembered  better  than  nonemotional  events. 
Sensorializing the target destination to appeal to tourists’ five senses is likely to result in 



additive  effects  on  memories  because  sensory‐based  emotional  information  has  privileged 
access to cognitive processing resources leading to stronger memory formation.   
 

In essence, experience of a destination involves all events, and activities which become 
the  source  of  value  and  evaluations  for  the  destination.  From  a  standpoint  of  the  tourist 
decision‐making process, the way tourists perceive a destination experience may be  linked to 
pre‐purchase decision parameters, such as values, motives, and attitudes.   
 

The experience staged at a destination  is  likely to result  in strong (positive) memories, 
corresponding  psychological  arousal,  positive  perceptions  of  overall  destination  quality,  and 
eventually tourist satisfaction.  
 

It should be noted  that  the strength of  the  relationships may be contingent upon  the 
destination’s  thematic appeals. That  is, certain destinations are staged  intentionally  to create 
an educational experience; in this case, one should expect that the educational performance of 
the destination accounts for more variance in these consequences than do the other three 
experience dimensions.  
 

The level of measurement with the experience economy framework that focuses on the 
overall level of destination performance should be noted as well, although destination‐specific 
marketing efforts and/or programs can be implemented and measured within each dimension 
of the experience. 
 

Pine and Gilmore’s work and tourism experience literature were reviewed extensively 
to glean relevant measurement and marketing implications. 
 

The experience economy concept has been introduced to the tourism literature only at 
an introductory conceptual level. The measurement scales we offer can serve as a platform for 
upcoming research applications to various tourism settings with The Florida Keys & Key West. 
Destination marketers could use the measurement scales in their actual operations to 
understand customer evaluations of their offerings. 
 

As Pine and Gilmore have noted, the world’s economy has changed drastically in recent 
years, morphing  from  service‐based  to  experience‐based.  It will  continue  to  change  as  our 
needs and our societies evolve toward an emphasis on the consumption of experiences rather 
than products.  
 

It has been noted that  individuals not only develop  feelings and  impressions toward a 
destination  (brand) but also undertake  related physical actions while  searching  for,  shopping 
for, and consuming brands. In the tourism literature, it has been asserted that the four realms 
of experiences are valid in assessing tourist experiences. 
 

Efforts  to  conceptualize  and  measure  customer  experiences  have  advanced  our 
understanding of customer experiences. However, marketing literature that has reported a low 



causal effect of satisfactory experiences on loyalty behavior has increased the needs to extend 
customer  experience  studies  by  incorporating  factors  that  significantly  influence  behavioral 
intentions.  
 

A review of the marketing literature provides a solution by which a business can become 
or  remain  competitive  in  the  marketplace.  We  suggest  that  memory,  which  mediates 
behavioral intentions, be incorporated into the study of customer experiences.  

 
Remembered purchase experiences are  important because  (1)  the  level of motivation 

and  involvement  are high when  information  is drawn  from  individuals’ past experiences;  (2) 
individuals  perceive  their  recalled  past  experiences  as  highly  credible;  and  (3)  remembered 
experiences greatly influence future behavior.  
 

In  the  tourism setting, when deciding  to  travel and seeking  information  to be used  to 
select  a  destination  area,  individuals  first  recall  past  experiences,  in  fact,  remembered 
experiences are  the best predictors of an  individuals desire  to  take a  similar  vacation  in  the 
future. 
 

Therefore,  in  order  to  develop  future  behavioral  intentions  to  revisit  a  destination, 
tourism businesses  should  seek  to  create  conditions  that  facilitate  the  realization of positive 
memorable tourism experiences.  
 

A positive memorable  tourism  experience  (MTE) has been operationally defined  as  a 
tourism experience positively remembered and recalled after the event has occurred. With this 
concern in mind, the present study aimed to contribute to understanding MTEs as it relates to 
Experiential Tourism.   
 

Our  interest  in  the  understanding  of  the MTE  represents  an  ongoing  effort  by  The 
Florida Keys & Key West to best understand the Experiential Tourist, and the ability to market 
effectively to them.  
 
How did we get here? 
 

Early  research  on  experience  have  advanced  us  to  the  point where  satisfaction  and 
quality alone are no longer adequate descriptions of the experience that today’s tourists seek. 
Therefore,  it  is believed  that  the MTE  represents  the new benchmark or  standard, which we 
must seek to deliver. Before we can achieve this goal; however, we must better understand the 
MTE and be able to measure its components. 
 

An MTE  is  selectively  constructed  from  tourism experiences based on  the  individual’s 
assessment of the experience. In other words, the tourist experience, which has been defined 
as  the  subjective  mental  state  felt  by  participants  during  a  service  encounter  does  not 
necessarily  translate  into an MTE. Thus,  there  is  significant  incongruence between  these  two 
experiences, especially in terms of their constituents.  



 
Even  if all tourists say that they enjoyed themselves during an experience,  it does not 

necessarily  mean  that  they  all  had  the  same  existing  and  memorable  experiences.    As  a 
consequence, research on tourist experiences has shifted from the objects provided by tourism 
businesses to tourists’ subjective interpretation of the meanings of those objects. 
 

By  identifying  these  objects  in  the  qualitatively  different  ways  in  which  individuals 
experience tourism, we can conceptualize the tourist experience as subjective.   
 

A  review  of  the  tourism  and  leisure  literature  indicates  there  are  a  variety  of 
experiential components  that various  researchers have  identified  to help understand  tourism 
experiences.  In the memory literature, researchers have found various factors that increase the 
memorability  of  an  event.  These  include  affective  feelings,  cognitive  evaluations,  and  novel 
events. 
 

Others found that affective thoughts are an important part of memory, and that events 
that are related to emotions are more likely to be remembered. In another study examining 
the  effectiveness  of  different  prompts  (i.e.,  object,  activity,  and  affect  words)  in  eliciting 
personal memory, it was found that object and activity words were limited to eliciting emotion‐
neutral or emotion‐trivial memories.  
 

On the other hand, affect words were found to be an  integral part of autobiographical 
memories.  It was also found that an individual’s cognitive evaluations, such as meaningfulness 
and challenge, enhanced the recollection of a memory.   
 

By  tracing  how memory  is  formed, we  know  that  an  association  exists  between  the 
depth  of  cognitive  processing  and  an  individual’s  memory.  Therefore,  the  mind  processes 
stimuli, which are familiar and meaningful, at a deeper level and more rapidly. As well, it retains 
better than less important stimuli. Finally, unusual, atypical, or distinctive events are more likely 
to be remembered than typical events. 
 

Products whose features are prominent affect customer’s attitudes and increase their 
ability  to  be  remembered.  In  supporting  this  notion, we  suggest  that when  some  facts  are 
particularly salient, they are continually and unavoidably retrieved during attempts to recall the 
remaining information.  
 

In  addition,  while  studying  the  influence  of  familiarity  on  memory,  consumers’ 
preferences  for  novel  or  distinctive  stimuli  lead  to  better  recognition  and memory  of  these 
items.    In  a  well  noted  study,  using  two  sets  of  forenames,  one  familiar  and  the  other 
unfamiliar, the subjective experience of remembering was measured.    It was determined that 
distinctive  names  are more  likely  to  be  remembered  and  correctly  recognized  than  familiar 
names. 
 



In  corroborating  the  above  discussion,  tourism  researchers, who  studied MTE,  found 
that  affective  feelings,  such  as  being  sociable,  pleasant,  happy,  irritated,  guilty,  sad,  and 
worried, are included in an individual’s MTE. 
 

Researchers  found  that even  though people  could not  vividly  recall  their experiences 
(i.e., where  they went  and when  they  returned home),  they  remembered both positive  and 
negative emotions about a trip.  

 
Based on  the  foregoing  theoretical  insights, we  conducted a  study better understand 

MTEs of previous  visitors  to  The  Florida Keys  and Key West  that will  identify  aspects of  the 
destination that can serve as exemplars for tourist seeking Experiential activities.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Methodology 
 
An empirical evaluation of travelers was undertaken using a list of individuals subscribed 

to The Florida Keys & Key West eNewsletter.  To encourage research participation, an offer of a 
complimentary mouse pad with The  Florida Keys & Key West photo was offered  to  the  first 
1,000  participants.    All  respondents  were  asked  to  enter  their  contact  information  at  the 
completion of the survey to receive the gift.   
 

The participants were  first asked to recall MTE and to evaluate the  items on a 7‐point 
Likert‐type scale, on which 1 represented I have not experienced at all and 7 represented 
I have experienced very much. A total of 3714 survey questionnaires were  initiated and 1509 
were determined to meet the criteria for usable responses. (Respondent had to have visited the 
destination in the past 18 months; and had to correctly respond to a control question inserted 
at random into the survey).  40.6% of all initiated surveys met this criteria.   
 

The sampling frame was designed to acquire data from ‘likely previous visitors’.   
 

Relating to MTE evaluations, open ended responses were coded into sixteen categories 
(Fishing,  Snorkeling,  Sunset  (watching),  SCUBA, Dining, Duval  Street  / Nightlife, Atmosphere, 
Sunset Cruise, Events, Beach / State Park, Attractions, Resort / Lodging, Water Sports, Boating / 
Sailing, Shopping and Relaxing.  When a category delivered 10 or more MTEs, it was considered 
relevant to include. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary of Results 
 

Once  categorized,  the most  frequently  occurring  category  of  a Memorable  Tourism 
Experience  (MTE)  in  the  destination was  Fishing,  followed  by  Snorkeling,  Sunset  (watching), 
SCUBA and Dining.   
 

The  seven  categories  (Hedonism,  Novelty,  Local  Culture,  Refreshment,  Meaningful, 
Involvement and Knowledge) have maximum scores of 7, on a scale of 7.  To further explain the 
scoring  of  these  seven  categories,  below  are  the  aspects  of  the  MTE  named  we  asked 
respondents to tell us if they experienced very much to not at all: 

 
Hedonism:   Thrilled about having the experience, Indulged / Lost myself in the activity, I really 
enjoyed the experience, Feelings of excitement. 

Novelty :  Once‐in‐a lifetime experience ,  Unique , Different from previous experiences , It was 
something new. 

Local culture:  Good impressions about the local people, Closely experienced the local 
vibe/atmosphere, Local people in a destination were friendly .   

Refreshment:  Liberating , Enjoyed sense of freedom , Refreshing, I felt Revitalized. 

Meaningfulness:  I did something meaningful , I did something important , I learned about 
myself , I got to live the live I really wanted to live 

Involvement:   I visited a place where I really wanted to go, I enjoyed activities which I really 
wanted to do, This was the main activity of the trip   

Knowledge:  I explored different things, It expanded my knowledge, I saw a new or different 
pace of life 

Any average less than 6 represents one of two opportunities.  One, marketing concepts 
will not be as strong  if  including that aspect of the experience;  i.e. – they have not resonated 
with  the  traveler  and  will  not  be  an  authentic  match  for  what  the  customer  is  likely  to 
experience  (brand  promise).  Two,  the  experience  can  do  a  better  job  of  demonstrating  its 
ability  to  resonate  (score  higher)  in  the  category  –  and  can  achieve  this  by  providing  the 
appropriate marketing  image and  copy or encouraging  the product manager  to  consider  the 
offering in terms of where the gaps are, and proceed accordingly. 



 
 
Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.1), Local Culture 
(6.1), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (5.4), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 
Snorkeling was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (5.5), Local Culture 
(6.1), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.6), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.9).   
 

A good analysis of these two categories would be to say that Snorkeling, as a MTE, was 
more memorable than the fishing MTE.  Marketers will want to capitalize on this understanding 
in messaging, content and images. 
 
For the remaining three of the top five (frequently occurring) MTEs of The 
Florida Keys and Key West: 
 
Sunset watching was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.7), Local 
Culture (6.3), Refreshment (5.8), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (5.6) and Knowledge (5.3).   
 
Scuba was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.4), Novelty (4.8), Local Culture (6.0), 
Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.7), Involvement (6.4) and Knowledge (5.4).   



 
Dining was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.0), Novelty (5.2), Local Culture 
(6.2), Refreshment (5.5), Meaningful (4.7), Involvement (5.6) and Knowledge (5.0).   
 

We recognize here a central theme to the research findings, specifically that measures 
of Hedonism score higher; and measures of Meaningful score lower.  That gap serves two 
purposes. One, it more easily identifies MTE components that can be leveraged in future 
marketing campaigns.  Two, it identifies consumer perception of an experience, allowing 
tourism marketers to either accept the result, or combat the perception with creative 
campaigns.   
 

In this report, we see that Shopping scored lowest in terms of being Meaningful. This is 
not indicative of all shopping experiences.  Shopping for an engagement ring is a different kind 
of meaningful experience than shopping while on vacation – but the emotional connections can 
still be made should the agency wish to move in that direction.  In this example, the unique, 
hand‐crafted, locally‐made items can be themed and offered to the public as an experience not 
easily obtained in other destinations.   
 

That one change alone would impact the Novelty and Local Culture scores; and we 
project that the other scores would increase in turn.   

 



At the Key West district level, we found: 

 
Water Sports  (Fury,  Jet Ski, Kayak, etc.)  took  the  top  spot  for Hedonism, Novelty and 

Refreshment.    Atmosphere was  tops  for  Local  Culture while  SCUBA was  a  clear winner  for 
Meaningful.   Resort / Lodging was tops for  Involvement and Attractions (Ernest Hemmingway 
Home, Truman Little White House, etc.) had the highest average score in Knowledge.   
 

With a multitude of MTEs came a mix of top categories across the spectrum.   What  is 
most clear is that Water Sports  lead the pack, scoring top  in three categories.     It  is  important 
for marketing campaigns to play to this strength.   Each district  is going to have unique MTEs, 
gaps and products to market.  When one plays such a strong role in a large mix, it is valuable to 
make it a point of interest.   
 

 
Here we point out  the  gaps  in Novelty  and Meaningful.    SCUBA  registers  as most 

Meaningful yet least Novel.  Should we read this as positive or negative?  For our purposes, 
we are  looking for symmetry, and here SCUBA  lacks symmetry (it has a gap)  in Novelty.   A 
closer examination points out  the discrepancy between  Sunset Cruise  and Water  Sports.  
Both experiences needing water as  their main  theme, yet each with distinct measures of 
MTEs.    Those  marketing  Sunset  Cruises  would  be  advised  to  take  a  cue  from  those 
marketing messages that resonate among Water Sports participants.   



It’s  easy  enough  to  say  they  are  two  different  experiences,  and  can’t  possibly  be 
marketing in the same way.  Not true.  There are aspects of both which register in each of the 7 
MTE categories; one just happens to score higher.  Now, let’s take a look at some of the specific 
MTEs. 

 

 

Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.1), Local Culture 
(6.2), Refreshment (5.8), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.2).   
 
 

 

Snorkeling was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (5.5), Local Culture 
(6.0), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (5.5), Involvement (5.8) and Knowledge (5.9).   
 



 

 
Sunset (watching) was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.8), Local 
Culture (6.3), Refreshment (5.8), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (5.7) and Knowledge (5.3).   
 
 
 

 

SCUBA was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.1), Local Culture 
(6.0), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.8), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.8).   
 
 



 

 
Dining was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.4), Local Culture 
(6.2), Refreshment (5.6), Meaningful (4.9), Involvement (5.8) and Knowledge (5.1).   
 
 

 

 

 
Duval Street / Nightlight was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.4), Novelty (5.7), 
Local Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.1), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.5).   
 

 



 

 
Atmosphere was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.6), Local 
Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.1), Meaningful (5.4), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.9).   
 
 
 

 

Sunset Cruise was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (5.5), Local 
Culture (6.2), Refreshment (6.1), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (5.6) and Knowledge (5.1).   
 
 



 

 
Events was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.6), Local Culture 
(6.4), Refreshment (5.7), Meaningful (4.9), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 
 

 

 
Beach / State Park was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.8), Local 
Culture (5.9), Refreshment (5.7), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.7).   
 



 

 
Attractions was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.4), Novelty (5.8), Local Culture 
(6.3), Refreshment (5.7), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (5.8) and Knowledge (6.0).   
 
 

 

 

Resort / Lodging was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.4), Novelty (5.6), Local 
Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.5), Involvement (6.2) and Knowledge (5.7).   
 
 



 

 

Water Sports was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (6.0), Local 
Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.3), Meaningful (5.5), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.9).   
 
 

 

 

Boating / Sailing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.5), Local 
Culture (6.1), Refreshment (6.1), Meaningful (5.4), Involvement (5.8) and Knowledge (5.7).   
 



At the Big Pine Key and Lower Keys district level, we found: 
 

Fishing (Shark Fishing, Yellow Tail Fishing, Fishing on the Reef) scored the highest in 
Hedonism, Meaningful and Involvement.  Resort / Lodging (Big Pine Key Fishing Lodge, Blue 
Water Key RV Park, etc.) took the top spot in Novelty, Local Culture, Refreshment and 
Knowledge.   
 

Here we see a clear edge in promoting aspects of Novelty, specifically in the lodging 
sector in the district, at least compared to Fishing.  What is clear is the gap between the 
categories, and the most beneficial approach would be where the experiences can be 
packaged, and themed.  This will have the effect of increasing the score of the lower performing 
aspects of the MTEs while evening out the entire district experience for the traveler.   
 

 
 



 
Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (4.8), Local Culture 
(5.7), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (5.4), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.3).   
 

 

 
Resort / Lodging was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.4), Local 
Culture (6.0), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.3), Involvement (6.0) and Knowledge (5.5).   
 
 
 



At the Marathon district level, we found: 
 

Atmosphere (Caribbean feeling, just being there, etc.)  scored highest in Hedonism, 
Refreshment, Meaningful, Involvement and Knowledge.  It was just edged out in Local Culture 
by Resort / Lodging (Hawks Cay Resort)  – which took the second highest scoring in Hedonism, 
Novelty, Refreshment, Meaningful and Knowledge.   
 

The gaps (areas where an MTE performed below the average of its comparable MTEs) 
represent marketing opportunities.  Observationally, you could determine that Fishing plays a 
lesser role (in terms of MTEs) than it did in the Islamorada district, and marketing efforts would 
be advised against promoting those aspects of this district as it would not be congruent with 
visitor perceptions.   
 

 

 

Now, let’s take a look at some of the specific MTEs. 
 



 

Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (4.9), Local Culture 
(5.9), Refreshment (5.8), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.3).   
 
 

 

 

 
Snorkeling was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (5.4), Local Culture 
(6.2), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (5.7), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.5).   
 

 



 

 
Atmosphere was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (6.0), Local 
Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.4), Meaningful (6.4), Involvement (6.4) and Knowledge (6.1).   
 
 
 

 

 

Beach / State Park was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.1), Novelty (4.9), Local 
Culture (6.2), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (5.9) and Knowledge (5.2).   
 



 
 
Resort / Lodging was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.7), Local 
Culture (6.4), Refreshment (6.3), Meaningful (5.8), Involvement (6.3) and Knowledge (5.7).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At the Islamorada district level, we found: 
 

Fishing scored highest in Hedonism, Local Culture, Refreshment and Involvement.  
Snorkeling scored highest in Novelty and Knowledge while Resort / Lodging (Day’s Inn, 
Hampton Inn, etc.) scored second highest in Novelty, Local Culture, Refreshment, Meaningful 
and Involvement.   
 

The gaps (areas where an MTE performed below the average of its comparable MTEs) 
represent marketing opportunities.  Observationally, you could determine that playing the 
Knowledge angle will resonate for Snorkeling, as playing the Local Culture angle would be wise 
for Fishing, especially in the Islamorada district.   

 

 
Fishing scored highest in Hedonism, Local Culture, Refreshment and Involvement.  Snorkeling 
scored highest in Novelty and Knowledge while Resort / Lodging could only muster second 
highest in Novelty, Local Culture, Refreshment, Meaningful and Involvement.   
 

The gaps (areas where an MTE performed below the average of  its comparable MTEs) 
represent marketing  opportunities.    Observationally,  you  could  determine  that  playing  the 
Novelty angle will not resonate for Fishing so much as it would for Snorkeling, especially in the 
Islamorada district.  Now, let’s take a look at some of the specific MTEs. 
 

 



 

 

Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.5), Novelty (5.4), Local Culture 
(6.4), Refreshment (6.2), Meaningful (5.7), Involvement (6.4) and Knowledge (5.8).   
 
 

 

 

Snorkeling was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.4), Novelty (5.9), Local Culture 
(6.1), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.6), Involvement (5.7) and Knowledge (6.3).   
 



 

 
Resort / Lodging was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.5), Local 
Culture (6.2), Refreshment (6.0), Meaningful (5.6), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.6).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



At the Key Largo district level, we found: 
 

SCUBA (Blue Water Divers, etc.) scored the highest in the most categories, including 
Local Culture, Refreshment, Meaningful, Involvement and Knowledge; but scored the lowest in 
Novelty.  Beach / State Park (John Pennecamp, etc.) scored highest in Hedonism and Novelty.   
 

The gaps (areas where an MTE performed below the average of its comparable MTEs) 
represent marketing opportunities.  Observationally, you could determine that experiences 
relating to the SCUBA played an important role in the Key Largo District, and as was the case in 
other districts and with other experience, the notion that the experience held Novelty did not 
show itself in the statistics.   

 

 
 

Now, let’s take a look at some of the specific MTEs. 

 



 

Fishing was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.1), Novelty (5.0), Local Culture 
(5.7), Refreshment (5.7), Meaningful (5.4), Involvement (6.1) and Knowledge (5.3).   
 

 

 

SCUBA was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.0), Novelty (4.7), Local Culture 
(6.2), Refreshment (6.1), Meaningful (5.8), Involvement (6.5) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 

 

 



 

Beach / State Park was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.3), Novelty (5.4), Local 
Culture (5.8), Refreshment (5.5), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (5.4) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 

 

Resort / Lodging was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.0), Novelty (4.8), Local 
Culture (6.0), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (4.9), Involvement (6.4) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 

 
 
 



Conclusions and Implications 
 

The  seven dimensions  identified  as  important  components of  the  tourism experience 
are highly likely to affect a person’s memory as it relates to tourism experiences. For example, 
hedonism (the pursuit of pleasure, enjoyment) which has been discussed as an integral part of 
leisure experiences and tourism service experiences,  is a crucial factor in determining tourists’ 
satisfaction as well as their future behavior.  In addition, involvement in a customer experience 
(which introduces the notion of personal attachment to an experience) was found to reinforce 
a persons’ affective feelings when evaluating an experience.   
 

Travelers who  interact with  local  culture  construct  a  unique  and memorable  holiday 
experience as local culture was found to be a component of MTE. Another interesting finding of 
this study is that individuals tend to more easily recall positive experiences than negative 
ones. Respondents were  asked  to  freely  recall  their most MTE  in  the  past  18 months.    The 
results showed significantly low scores on negative experiential factors.   
 

Marketing Implications for Campaigns  
 
In a highly competitive market situation, being able to provide memorable experiences 

is  significant as  it  increases positive behavioral  intentions. As Pine and Gilmore contended  in 
the  experience  economy,  experiences  directly  influence  a  business’s  ability  to  generate 
revenue.  As  such,  the  ability  to  provide  tourist  experiences  that  are more memorable  and 
easier to recall should lead to business prosperity.  
 

The results of  this study can be valuable The Florida Keys & Key West advertising and 
marketing efforts in several ways. First, destination managers can most effectively allocate their 
resources when  evaluating  tourism  events  and  capital  projects,  specifically  by  focusing  their 
efforts on the seven dimensions identified in this study.  
 

More  specifically,  they  should  consider  the memorable  experience  components  and 
their  sub‐items when developing  tourism marketing  campaigns.  For example,  learning  about 
oneself was found to be one of the ways in which an individual finds meaning through tourism 
experiences. Thus, destination marketers may be able to provide MTE by developing a variety 
of programs (images) in which tourists can experience and learn new things.  

 
Take  for  example  the  once  mundane  aspect  of  accommodations.    While  the  race 

continues to provide amenities that the traveling public desires,  less attention  is paid towards 
the MTE aspect. Using our survey results as a framework – we encourage marketing campaigns 
to explore the educational (knowledge, local culture, etc.) aspects of the lodging property. 

 
For  example,  replace  price  promotion  campaigns  with  those  that  educate  travelers 

about  the  historical  significance  of  the  particular  property.   Note  famous writers who were 
inspired by the setting; pin point a unique (and thus memorable) theme that potential tourists 



can identify with (and latch onto) during the pre‐planning and post‐booking period.  Sleeping in 
the  same  hotel  as  a  famous  writer  and  being  inspired  creates  longer  lasting  and  positive 
memories than a discounted price promotion for anyone who books before a certain date on 
the calendar.   

 
While  individuals wish  to  participate  in many  different  activities,  they  are  especially 

attracted  to  activities  in  which  they  explore  their  talents  and  capabilities.    Increasing  an 
individual’s  level of social contact with different  individuals and groups of people should also 
enhance the possibility of understanding oneself. 
 

In addition,  the  results  show  that  individuals who  closely experience  local  culture are 
more  likely  to  have MTE.  Consequently,  tourism marketing  should  include  opportunities  / 
awareness about the ability to experience local culture. A number of ways to promote this are 
possible. For example, the use of unique transportation modes while traveling in a destination 
area, staying in a traditional type of accommodation and the provision of tours to a location in 
which individuals can naturally observe and interact with local people, such as an artist colony 
or working waterfront, would enhance an individual’s experience with the local culture. 
 

Second,  individual  tourism  businesses within  the  destination  can  use  this  scale  as  a 
managerial tool to evaluate the performance of their businesses and institute proper practices, 
which are aimed at  improving positive behavioral  intentions. Tourism programs as well as the 
setting  in  which  on‐site  experiences  occur,  should  be  thoroughly  evaluated  to  determine 
whether  they  potentially  satisfy  each  of  the  identified  memorable  tourism  experiential 
components.  
 

Visitor  surveys  containing  the memorable experiential  components, which  specifically 
ask  about  individuals’  past  tourism  experiences  constructed  with  destinations  and  tourism 
businesses, would help destination managers to understand how a particular tourism business 
performed in each of the seven dimensions. 
 

Third,  destination  managers  can  obtain  additional  useful  marketing  information  by 
utilizing  this  scale.  For  example,  they  can  learn  how  their  businesses  rank  against  their 
competition  across  the  seven  components  of  memorable  experiences  by  asking  questions 
about their competitors. This competitive  information could be transferred to advertising and 
sales efforts, not to mention operations. In addition, this scale can support a tourism business 
in its target marketing efforts.  
 

After  identifying  individual  differences,  such  as  sociodemographics  and  purpose  of 
travel, in constructing MTE, destination mangers can possibly modify their tourism programs to 
effectively deliver memorable experiences to their target customers. 
 

Together  with  the  current  study  results,  this  kind  of  approach  could  help  tourism 
businesses design and develop tourism programs. Here’s how: 

 



 
 
 
It  has  been  more  than  20  years  since  Pine  and  Gilmore  explored  the  economic 

transformation from commodities to goods, goods to services and services to experiences. Our 
industry  has moved  forward with  full  force  of  staging  experiences  that  go  beyond what we 
think of at Disney World and Las Vegas.  Scores of start‐ups, small attractions, independent tour 
operators  and  even  hotel  chains  have  fully  embraced  the  profits  to  be  had  by  staging 
experiences above and beyond delivering services.   

 
Case  in  point.    The  Columbus,  Ohio  tourism  bureau  has  been  renamed  ‘Experience 

Columbus’ (www.experiencecolumbus.com). The destination has over 40 different experiences 
and markets them to tour and travel, small meetings and convention segments.  Their offerings 
have  increased brand awareness, drove visitation and extended average visitor  stay.   Similar 
developments have been taking place in Philadelphia and Virginia Beach.   

 
When designing and delivering experience you should aim to: 
 

1) Theme the experience: an effective theme  is concise and compelling.    It  is not a corporate    
mission  statement  or  a  marketing  tag  line.    Consider  the  Forum  Shops  in  Las  Vegas,  its 
distinctive theme – an ancient Roman marketplace – is exemplified in every detail.   

 
 2) Harmonize impressions with positive cues: these affirm the nature of the experience to the 
guest.  Each cue must support the theme, and none should be inconsistent with it.   

 



3) Eliminate negative cues:  In guestrooms, service reminders clutter end tables, dressers and 
desktops.  Perhaps information can be placed on an interactive television channel – creating a 
more pleasurable customer experience. 

 
4) Mix  in memorabilia:  if there  is no demand for your memorabilia,  it  is because you are not 
staging engaging experiences.   Customers will pay a premium  for memorabilia  that acts as a 
physical reminder of an experience.   

 
5)  Engage  all  five  senses:    the more  senses  an  experience  engages  the more  effective  and 
memorable  it can be.   Fudge shops have been piping the smell of the bakery onto city streets 
for years.   

 
Even  if  a  company  rejects  charging  admission  or  increased  fees  for  the  adjustments 

made to the product, managers should be asking themselves what they would do differently if 
they were to charge guests an admission fee.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Destination View 
 

We  also  asked  survey  participants  to  evaluate  the  entire  destination  –  that  is:  The 
Florida Keys & Key West.      Five  aspects  about  the  visit were evaluated;  and  four  additional 
items  related  to  ‘perception’ were  also  asked.    The  analysis  for  these  charts  is  simple  and 
straight forward.  Items receiving mostly ‘7’, i.e. the visitor experienced this notion very much – 
are  good.    The more  responses  in  categories  1  –  6;  the  closer  attention  should  be  paid  to 
addressing opportunities in bridging the gap and obtaining scores of ‘7’ in the future. 
   

Visitors most often  found  the Florida Keys a pleasant destination  (6.71) of which  they 
have wonderful  (6.67), positive  (6.66) and unforgettable  (6.64) memories.    It’s a place where 
they can just be themselves (6.16). 
 

 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much.  Average Score: 6.67 

 



 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much.  Average Score: 6.66 

 

 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much. Average score: 6.64 

 



 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much. Average score: 5.95 

 

 

 

 

 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much. Average score: 6.16 

 



t 

1=I did not experience this at all; 7=I experienced this very much. Average score: 6.71 

 

 

 

In  this next set of questions, we asked  the visitor  their perceptions about  time  in  the 
destination,  level  of  service,  value  for  the  dollar  and  overall  satisfaction.    Here  again,  the 
analysis for these charts is simple and straight forward.  Items receiving mostly ‘7’, i.e. Excellent 
– are better than responses with  ‘1’ –  i.e. Poor.   The more responses  in categories 1 – 6; the 
closer attention should be paid to addressing opportunities  in bridging the gap and obtaining 
scores of ‘7’ in the future. 

 
Asking  these  series  of  questions  allows marketers  to  tease  out  the  variables  behind 

positive  customer  satisfaction  rankings.    In  this  case,  the  concept  of  ‘value  for  the  dollar’ 
showed  itself  to warrant  further discussion.   We  came  to  this  conclusion due  to  the  low(er) 
average  score  and  the  percentage  responding  ‘1‐6’ was  greater  than  any  other  question  of 
perception.   

 
Scores  of  this  type  are  important  in  the  context  of  our  larger  study  on  experiential 

travelers.   To provide  an experience  that  tourists will want  to engage  in;  they need  to walk 
away feeling they got their money’s worth.  It’s easy to trivialize when satisfaction scores are so 
high; but best  to  think of  the  implications  in  terms of  lost market  share.    It  is  important  to 
distinguish the marketing implication from the business implication of this measure.  We’re not 
advocating a  lowering of prices to address consumer perception  (Business  implication); we’re 
advocating  an  exploration  of  marketing  concepts  that  set  the  tone  for  the  visitor  that 



destination experiences are unique, memorable and an  investment for what proposes to be a 
transformative moment for whom ever visits and participates.   

 

 

 

1= Poor; 7= Excellent. Average score: 6.37 

 

 

1= Poor; 7= Excellent. Average score: 6.22 

 



 

 

1= Poor; 7= Excellent. Average Score: 5.63 

 

 

1= Poor; 7= Excellent. Average score: 6.53 

 

 



Demographics 
In this next set of questions, we asked about the travel party composition.  Respondents 

could select multiple answer choices. While traveling with one’s spouse/partner/significant was 
the most frequently occurring selection, traveling with Friends of mixed genders came in at a 
healthy percentage (+20%). 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



Key West Big Pine Key & Marathon Islamorada Key Largo
Gender Lower Keys

Male 46.4 56.4 51.8 52.4 52.8
Female 53.6 43.6 48.2 47.6 47.2

Children in HH
Yes 17.4 16.7 22.3 21.9 19.7
No 82.6 83.3 77.7 78.1 80.3

Age
21‐29 1.1             1.3                       1.0             0.7                2.1            
30‐39 8.7             9.3                       3.6             2.8                5.0            
40‐49 22.1          21.3                     24.4           27.5             21.4         
50‐59 42.4          36.0                     38.6           39.4             35.0         
60‐69 21.4          28.0                     24.9           23.9             30.7         
70+ 4.3             4.0                       7.6             5.6                5.7            

Marital Status
Married or civil partnership 78.7 71.8 84.8 75.3 73.9
Single, divorced, widow or widower 19.2 25.6 13.1 22.6 23.2
Decline to answer 2.2 2.6 2 2.1 2.8

Household Income
$1 ‐ $25,999 0.7 5.2 0.5 1.4 2.8
$26,000 ‐ $45,999 7.2 6.5 3.6 8.2 5
$46,000 ‐ $65,999 10.7 16.9 12.2 12.3 12.8
$66,000 ‐ $99,999 23.7 26 25.4 19.2 20.6
$100,000 ‐ $199,999 29.7 22.1 27.4 30.1 22.7
$200,000 & up 7 2.6 8.1 4.1 7.1
Decline to answer 21.7 20.8 22.8 24.7 29.1

 

 

 

 

 



Competitor Destinations 
As a part of our study, we asked those who did not visit The Florida Keys & Key West in 

the past 18 months if they may have visited another destination instead (also, in the past 18 
months).  A look at the most frequently occurring land‐based alternative destinations revealed: 
Caribbean Islands, Hawaii and Mexico as the top three, respectively.   “Caribbean Islands” 
included (in order of mention) the Bahamas, Jamaica, Caribbean, Grand Cayman, USVI, St. 
Croix,  Cayman Islands, St. Kitts, St. Lois, St. Lucia and St. Maartin. 
 

The sample of individual MTEs is too small to reliably construct comparison graphs 
across categories (Fishing, SCUBA, etc.) for each destination – however, a snapshot of 
destination level MTEs (collectively) are very insightful.   
 

The Florida Keys, scoring its MTEs collectively, out‐scored or matched  it’s competitors 
on every category.  The Keys performed best against its competitor destinations in Hedonism, 
Local Culture and Meaningfulness. The Keys  scored in the categories as follows:  Hedonism 
(6.3), Novelty (5.6), Local Culture (6.3), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningfulness (5.3), Involvement 
(6.0), and Knowledge (5.6). 

 
 
 



Among the competitors, the Caribbean Islands scored highest in Hedonism, 
Refreshment, Involvement and Knowledge.  Hawaii scored highest in Novelty, Local Culture and 
Meaningful while Mexico did not score the highest in any of the categories.    
 

   
 

 

 
Caribbean Islands was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.3), Local 
Culture (5.9), Refreshment (5.9), Meaningful (5.1), Involvement (5.9) and Knowledge (5.6).   



 
Hawaii  was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.1), Novelty (5.5), Local Culture 
(5.9), Refreshment (5.5), Meaningful (5.2), Involvement (5.6) and Knowledge (5.5).   

 

 
Mexico was scored in the categories as follows: Hedonism (6.2), Novelty (5.0), Local Culture 
(5.7), Refreshment (5.8), Meaningful (4.9), Involvement (5.69) and Knowledge (5.4).   
 

 



We  also  asked  survey  participants  to  evaluate  the  entire  destination.    As  with  an 
evaluation of The Florida Keys & Key West, five aspects about the visit were evaluated; and four 
additional items related to ‘perception’ were also asked.  The analysis for these charts is made 
by comparing the average scores.   

 
The  Florida  Keys  &  Key  West  scored  the  highest  when  compared  to  these  other 

destinations.  Thinking back to the original aspect of ‘memorable’ experiences, we can see that 
time in the destination was most ‘memorable’ for visitors to The Florida Keys & Key West than 
any in this competitive set.   

 

 
 

 

 



In  this next set of questions, we asked  the visitor  their perceptions about  time  in  the 
destination,  level  of  service,  value  for  the  dollar  and  overall  satisfaction.    Here  again,  the 
analysis is to compare the average scores for each destination.   

 
The Florida Keys & Key West scored the highest in three of the four categories, scoring 

third in Value for the Dollar.   
 

 
   

  About 30% of these travelers who went somewhere else for a leisure vacation in 
the past 18 months have never been to the Keys before.  The remaining 70% were past 
Keys visitors.   

 

 

 



Appendix A: Florida Keys eNewsletter Results 

As  our  survey  was  fielded  via  the  Florida  Keys  &  Key  West  eNewsletter  subscriber 
database, we  included a series of questions to further explore use of the eNewsletter and 
influence on visitation.   

Question:   We recently sent out the October  issue of the eNewsletter (Keys Traveler). Can 
you recall any of the stories we've published in that issue? 

 

 

Which of the following stories do you recall? 

Which of the following stories do you recall? 
% 
Recalled 

Key Largo Bridge Run  19.1 
Key West's Fantasy Fest  15.9 
Upcoming Events  12.7 
Stone Crab Claws  10.2 
Highspeed Power Boat Racing  8.7 
The 2012 Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest  7.4 
Turtle Hospital  5.2 
An article about Fishing  4.1 
An article about Diving  3.2 
An article about Captain Andrea Paulson  2.3 
An article about the Nut Cracker  2 
On second thought, I cannot recall any stories  0.3 
 



Which of the following story categories would you be interested in seeing? 

Category  % Interested  
Fun Things to Do in the Keys  80.5
Events & Festivals  72.3
Local Cuisine  68.7
Insider Tips  62.9
New Tourist Attractions  62.1
History  55.3
New Places to Stay  54.9
Keys Wildlife & Animals  47.5
Keys People / Profiles in Paradise  42.7
Soft adventure  36.2
Arts & Culture  34.3
Fishing  32.8
Diving  21.6
Family Travel  20.2
New Videos  15.2
Green Travel  7.6
Volunteer Opportunities  7.4
 

Any chance the eNewsletter (Keys Traveler) influenced your visit to The Florida Keys & Key 
West? 

 

 

 

 



Do you recall if you signed up for The Florida Keys & Key West eNewsletter (Keys Traveler) 
before or after your visit? 

 

 

 
Thinking about all your previous overnight leisure vacations...how many times have you 
previously visited The Florida Keys & Key West? 
 

 



The majority of visitors are multiple  repeat visitors  (six  times or more).   This high 
incident of repeat visitation speaks well for the destination’s ability to consistently provide 
quality service, and products while remaining true to  its brand promise.     We will see this 
high  level  of  repeat  visitation  prove  its worth when  comparing  destinations  for  quality, 
value and overall satisfaction.   

When probed  further  as  to why  the  subscribers  returned  to  the  Florida Keys,  top 
reasons  included  because  they  love  it  (12%),  its  life‐style/laid‐back,  relaxed  atmosphere 
(13%), weather (9%) beauty (6%), culinary offerings (6%), fishing (5%) and fun (5%). 

  We asked respondents to tell us if they follow us on Facebook.  There may be an 
opportunity here to increase our social media Fanbase as half the subscribers had not yet liked 
us.  
 
Are you a 'fan' who has 'liked' the Florida Keys & Key West on Facebook? An image of the official Florida 
Keys & Key West Facebook page is below. 

 

 
These next set of questions are rather interesting.  They delineate where in the planning 

process  the  (potential)  visitor  was  when  requesting  information  about  the  destination.  
Consistent with other research, a large share of respondents had already approved of selecting 
The Florida Keys & Key West as their vacation destination prior to requesting information.  One 
can surmise that marketing and communications efforts leading to the request for information 
was also successful in determining that the destination would be selected. 

 
A smaller percentage knew what activities they wanted to participate in, and how they 

wanted to spend their time.  This is an open opportunity not only for providing options of things 
to do and see; but experiences to be had and expectations that can be set.  A similar response 
percentage is seen when asking about budgets available for activities in the destination.  Six out 



of ten were open to adjusting their vacation budget based on the activities offered.  The actual 
questions with charts are below: 
 
When you first inquired about information from The Florida Keys & Key West, had you already decided 
to visit The Florida Keys & Key West, or were you still considering other destinations? 

 

 

 

When you first inquired about information from The Florida Keys & Key West, had you already decided 
what activities you wanted to do; or where you still considering how to spend your time? 

 

 



 

When you first inquired about information from The Florida Keys & Key West, had you already decided 
where in the destination you wanted to stay (generally); or were you still considering options? 

 

 

When you first inquired about information from The Florida Keys & Key West; had you already decided 
on a budget that you would stick to for your trip; or were you open to adjustments depending on the 
activities offered? 

 

 

 



Appendix B: Self-Assessment Survey for Tourism Businesses and Marketers 
 
Answer each question for our tourism product offering, scoring on a scale of 1 to 7, where 1 
means “does not reflect your business at all” and 7 means “fully reflects your business.” 
 
   
 
Educational Quadrant 
 

Does 
not 
reflect 
your 
business 
at all 

   Fully 
reflects 
your 
business 

You designed the ____ to include a learning experience for the 
customer. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Your ____experience is designed to help the customer learn 
something new. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You try to create an educational experience for your customers.  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
You believe your customers enhanced their skills from what you 
offered.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Many of your customers come back to your _____ because they 
can learn something new. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You emphasize “learning opportunities” for your customers as a 
theme of your business. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
 
 
Esthetic Quadrant 
 

Does 
not 
reflect 
your 
business 
at all 

   Fully 
reflects 
your 
business 

You designed your _____setting to provide a great deal of 
pleasure to the guest’s senses. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You focused on making your ____really beautiful for the guest.  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Making your ____attractive to your customers is a main theme of 
the _____. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You placed special attention on the design details of your ____ 
setting.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 
 
 
Escapist Quadrant 
 

Does 
not 
reflect 
your 
business 
at all 

   Fully 
reflects 
your 
business 

You want your customers to completely forget their daily routine 
while at your ___. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You strive to make your ___ experience a complete escape for 
your customers.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Your ____experience allows your customers to really feel as if 
they are completely immersed in a different time and place. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You want your customers to actively engage in different reality 
through the setting you created. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Your ____allows your customers to actively participate in exciting 
activities. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 



 
 
Entertainment  
 

Does 
not 
reflect 
your 
business 
at all 

   Fully 
reflects 
your 
business 

Your ____experience is designed to allow your customers to sit 
back and be entertained. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You try to create an entertaining experience for your customers’ 
visit/stay.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Because of entertainment opportunities at your ___, many of your 
customers choose to visit stay at your ____. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You designed the activities of the ____ to be fun for your 
customers to watch.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

You try to provide special events to entertain your customers.  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

Areas where you scored less than 7 represent ways to enhance your customers’ 
experience.  The next quiz is a further self‐assessment for needed enhancements 
in which you may consider incorporating elements of experiential travel/staged 
experiences.  

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 

 
Enhancement in the landscape design (for example, gardens, walkways, plantings).  

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in your marketing/advertising efforts 
 

No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
Enhancement in the overall experience 
 

No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 



Enhancement in the meals/food offerings 
 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in business operations and management 

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in the interior design (for example, furniture, wall coverings, bedding) of 
the product  

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in the interior architecture (for example, walls, fire places, doors) of the 
product  

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in the external architecture of the district 

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
 
 
Enhancement in the training of the staff  

 
No Assistance …………………………………………………………     Needs Assistance 
Necessary   1 2 3 4 5 6 7      Very Much 

Notes:  
   

 



Appendix C: Open Ended Questions Verbatim Response 
 
Q:  Thinking about the activities you participated in during your trip to [fill in with 
Keys district visited in the past 18 months], what do you recall as the most memorable 
experience (i.e. attraction, event you attended, experience at your lodging, etc.) 
 

1. sun set at Mallory Square 
2. the resort 
3. trip to dry tortugos 
4. A friend's son's wedding at Post Card Inn 
5. The fishing trip 
6. the interaction with the local residents - they are great! 
7. Scuba diving the Vandenberg 
8. trolley around the city 
9. Mallory Square activities, bicycle rental to see island at slower pace. 
10. fishing 
11. loved the beaches and was very happy with our lodging(Sheraton) 
12. fireworks and fishing 
13. Kayaking with my children. 
14. sunset cruise 
15. fishing 
16. The great view of the sunsets at the lsemorada fish co. and their food 
17. Snorkeling and Deep Sea Fishing 
18. fishing 
19. hemingway house 
20. cayo carnival 
21. riding in a bi-plane 
22. Taking my son for the 1st time & enjoying it all over again with someone who has not ever 

been there 
23. the sunsets 
24. Christmas boat parade 
25. boating 
26. smokin tuna concert 
27. visiting friends 
28. enjoyed the whole resort of hawks cay 
29. people being so nice 
30. diving 
31. fanasty fest 
32. lighthouse 
33. Malory Square 
34. lodging 
35. sunset/snorkling cruise in Key West 
36. mini-lobster season 
37. lodging 
38. fantasy fst 
39. Warm weather activities: ocean & beaches 
40. Butterfly museum 
41. Sunset on Mallory Square 
42. Where we stayed 
43. Dry Torgugas 
44. people watching 
45. Conch Train Tour 
46. diving 
47. saling 



48. Snorkelling on a coral reef 
49. It's a tie for library beach and Green Turtle Inn. Both were surprisingly good. 
50. lodging 
51. dolphins 
52. Renting a boat and going out to explore waterways. 
53. lodging experience 
54. fishing 
55. Lodging; International Boat Races 
56. going to sunset at key west 
57. Dolphin Center 
58. sunset key dinner 
59. snorkling 
60. kayaking for the first time 
61. winter/spring list of activities 
62. mel fisher museum 
63. Poker Run Charity Event 
64. tour of key west  sloppy joes  the ocean  hogs breath 
65. Bahia honda park beaches 
66. Diving 
67. ernest  hemmingway home 
68. Duval Street 
69. Ocean Key Resort 
70. Hemingway house 
71. Dinner at The Flaming Buoy Filet Co 
72. snorkeling 
73. Rented a boat for the day and went out to a sandbar 
74. spearfishing and mini lobster season 
75. jet sking 
76. snorkeling 
77. Scuba Diving 
78. Scuba Diving on the City Washington with my wife and daughter 
79. the many excellent restaurants, historic sites, walking around 
80. charter fishing, close to Key west 
81. sunset dinners 
82. Jet Ski Tour 
83. sloppy joes bar 
84. Duvall Street experience 
85. Bahia Honda 
86. sunset 
87. it is a wonderful town for walking and seeing the sights 
88. Meeting Dahlia & Jon Woods 
89. Sunset celebration 
90. Mostly bar hopped and hung around the Key West Harbor Inn 
91. fantasy fest 
92. Hubbie is a diver, me pool,bar, people and food 
93. walking the beaches 
94. My husband is a diver, me pool, bar & people @ Holiday Inn & Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
95. glass bottom boat ride out to molasses reef 
96. Sunset Cruise 
97. Stayed at Hawks Cay,wondeful 
98. sunsets ,sailing,  Banyan Pool/Tiki Bar 
99. Enjoyed our stay at the Holiday Inn in Marathon, we went on a boat trip to nearby American 

Shoal Lighthouse (we saw Sombrero Key Lighthouse on early trip. 
100. snorkeling 
101. Sunset Celebration 
102. wedding 



103. old town trolley 
104. Parrot Head - Meeting Of The Minds 
105. waterfront dining 
106. Kayaking, going on J Pennekamp boat 
107. nite life 
108. Walking and enjoying the island and all it has to offer 
109. Snorkeling for Lobsters withwife and friends 
110. all day beach pass,parasailing,paddle boarding,hobie cat sailing ad windsurfing 
111. great food, fun bars 
112. Dolphin Research Center 
113. diving history museum 
114. going to smathers beach 
115. boat races 
116. fishing 
117. Great meals 
118. Fort Zachary Taylor beach at sunset 
119. pier house 
120. house tour 
121. the island beauty, the art, fishing 
122. back country fishing 
123. beaches 
124. Parasailing 
125. sightseeing on big pine while riding bicycles 
126. the drive from Key Largo to Key West 
127. fishing 
128. sunset cruise 
129. visiting key colony beach, 
130. deep sea fishing 
131. lunch at Sloppy Joes 
132. fishing 
133. K L Seafood Fest 
134. Key West Garden club 
135. FISHING AND DI9NING 
136. just relaxing on our hotel's beach 
137. As always, the general laid back character of the area. 
138. We come often and as we are. 
139. My birthday 
140. Fishing 
141. dinner cruise 
142. old town at sunrise, con leche at 5 brothers 
143. diving/fishing 
144. We enjoyed a nice beach house and we had great weather all the time that we were 

down. We enjoyed the shopping and touristy things in Key West as well. 
145. ease to travel the length of the Keys 
146. Event 
147. Sunset Pier sunsets 
148. Glass bottom boat 
149. kayaking 
150. fishing 
151. Dinner 
152. Lodging 
153. Fishing trip 
154. A sail on the Namaste 
155. sunset festival 
156. The over all experence 
157. Light House; bus tour 



158. riding scooters,walking Duval st.,meeting residents 
159. My wedding at Pier House 
160. fishing 
161. Key West 
162. taste of the key west 
163. fishing 
164. turtle hospital 
165. Relaxing at the Chesapeake resort 
166. restaraunts 
167. relaxing &ngetting away from it all at Indigo Reef 
168. KW Songwriters Fest 
169. BEACH 
170. fishing with a guide 
171. historical sights - train was great information 
172. shopping & eating 
173. The home that we rented. 
174. Crusing on Duvall St 
175. snorkeling 
176. Pennecamp state park 
177. snorkeling 
178. duvall street 
179. sailing 
180. fishing 
181. the clean water 
182. bed races 
183. jet ski excursion 
184. dinner at latitudes 
185. History - homes and etc 
186. tarpon fishing 
187. just seeing the beauty of the surrounding water etc. 
188. everything 
189. Snorkeling at the Dry Tortugas 
190. Dolphin Research Center 
191. snorkeling on the Fury 
192. dining experience 
193. kayaking and snorkeling, Louies Back Yard 
194. snorkling, and great restaurants 
195. waterfront shopping 
196. beautiful beaches 
197. Seeing the beautiful sunsets at night. 
198. fishing 
199. Theater of the Sea 
200. Butterfly Conservatory was incredible--so peaceful. 
201. I love the music, food and the people watching. 
202. Jet Ski Tour around Key West 
203. kayaking 
204. Fishing, dining & bar hopping 
205. just being there, enjoying the sunset 
206. The nightlife and shopping 
207. The beach and pool at The Reach Resort 
208. Snuba in Key West 
209. Parasailing, snorkeling 
210. Snorkel trip 
211. LODGING 
212. Just being in Key West made me feel really good 
213. Fisher museum, beaches sun set celebration artist house 



214. sbago sunset cruise 
215. interacting with people in KeyWest 
216. dining at many great restaurants 
217. snorkeling 
218. just the sceens 
219. Just being there and experiencing the laid back fun vibe. 
220. watching the sunsets 
221. snorkeling at John Pennekamp 
222. All the sights in Key West including the Hemingway House, Ripley's, The Audubon 

House, just walking around. 
223. Danger Charters sunset cruise 
224. shopping 
225. Shopping and eating on Duvall street 
226. Stand up paddleboarding 
227. sunsets at mallory squar 
228. kayaking 
229. The Banyan Resort.  We have wanted to stay there for several years, and finally 

were able to book accommodations 
230. Hemingway 5k Sunset Run 
231. where we stayed 
232. nothing special, just the usual good stuff 
233. Snorkeling 
234. I love the REach Resort 
235. resturants 
236. my nieces wedding 
237. being with my family by the pool 
238. Ghost Tour 
239. Enjoyed pool and beach time followed by the Red Barn theatre and dinner at the 

docks. 
240. lobster fest 
241. mallory square 
242. Snorkling on the reef 
243. Location of The Southernmost on the Beach 
244. fishing 
245. different pubs 
246. Sitting on the dock watching out over the ocean 
247. fishing boat trip 
248. Fishing in our back yard off our dock right on the Bay 
249. AIRPORT FESTIVAL 
250. jet skiing 
251. Theater of the Sea 
252. The Beaches 
253. Annual Put-in-Bay Music Fest at Sloppy Joe's 
254. walking duval st 
255. Wedding 
256. Bars 
257. mallory square 
258. Sunset cruise on sailboat 
259. wedding on the beach 
260. fishing and lodging aments 
261. Relaxing 
262. Theater of the Seas 
263. scuba diving 
264. Sunsets 
265. a cruise 
266. Jet skiing tour 



267. beach state Park...great place to visit... 
268. Marquesa Hotel and sunset cruise 
269. Sailing, stay on boat, site seeing, visited the other islands 
270. ernest hemmingway house and butterfly attraction 
271. Mangrove Mamma's,Boondocks,and the Square Grouper 
272. Location and experience of lodging 
273. Diving and Boating. I love diving the ship wrecks of the Florida Keys. I followed the 

VanDenBerg and was present at the sinking and dived it the first available day.  Have been 
diving the Florids Keys for the last 10 years. day. 

274. Sunsets at Mallory Square 
275. Wild Bird Sanctuary 
276. Cuban food 
277. Sunset sail 
278. went fishing with a guide 
279. Fishing 
280. Scuba diving 
281. cinco de mayo in key west 
282. Snorkeling 
283. Just relaxing and the deer 
284. relaxing at the condo pool 
285. Scuba diving the Coral Reef 
286. Relaxing on the beach 
287. Watching dolphins, birds, sunsets while relaxing on the balcony of Casa Clara 
288. snorkeling 
289. fantasy fest 
290. FantasyFest 
291. Sunset, Hampton Inn hospitality, weather so many amazing sites! 
292. Hemingway Look-alike Contest 
293. fishing on the Lady Marathon and trip to Dry Tortugas 
294. Atmoshpere 
295. Pier House stay was exceptional. 
296. FISHING 
297. fury booze cruise 
298. walking the rock 
299. fantasy fest 
300. sunset mallory square 
301. Every watering hole. 
302. fishing,snorkel 
303. diving spotting, lion fish 
304. Bahia Honda State Park 
305. moped, dinner on sunset island 
306. Snokeling and fishing with Capt Chuck 
307. The experience of complete relaxation during the whole trip 
308. Scuba diving 
309. the people  because they were awesome 
310. Museum of Key West 
311. Theater of the Sea 
312. My experience of the food and the ocean was fantastic. 
313. Boating in the mangroves & all the way up to Ocean Reef 
314. FOOD      SNORKLING 
315. an evening at Sloppy Joes eating, drinking and enjoying The Doerfuls with my 

friends 
316. swimming, drinking, family activities 
317. event I attended 
318. Lobster Fest 2012 
319. Sunset cruise 



320. Cruise on the tall ship w/wine & snacks 
321. butterfly conservatory, duvall street entertainment, latin influence near mallory 

square, and the great restaurants and the beaches 
322. We enjoyed Fort Jefferson as well as the marina area. 
323. fishing 
324. walking the streets and seeing the sights 
325. Sunset at Mallory Square 
326. Seeing the sights in Old Towne - walking along Duval and the waterfront. 
327. Mallory Square @ sunset 
328. RELAXING 
329. the city itself 
330. Dive Sites 
331. Snorkeling 
332. high adventure water sports 
333. relaxing on the beach 
334. We go to Marathon every year to relax and enjoy the ocean.  We alway love to go to 

the Sunset Celebration in Key West at least a few times while we're there. The sand, sun, 
sunsets and beaches are always memorable. 

335. Fishing 
336. moon light sailboat 
337. western union sailing 
338. Bahia Honda State Park camping 
339. turtle hospital 
340. The historical district.....Love wandering thru that area of town. 
341. dining out and sunshine 
342. mallory square 
343. deep sea fishing 
344. lobsterfest 
345. and wonder and wonderful restaurants 
346. Captain Sheri's dolphin watch 
347. seeing sombrero beach 
348. we love staying at the  dewey southermost especially arounnd Christmas and seeing 

the keys in holiday lites 
349. fishing 
350. snorkeling, relaxing at the pool, moonlight sail 
351. snorkeling 
352. Deep sea fishing trip 
353. Mallory Square 
354. Lodging was great and also the snorkling trip we went on 
355. snorkeling 
356. sunset cruise 
357. The Grouper and Tarpon swimming around the docks 
358. Stayed at the Hilton Key Largo and really enjoyed their beach and paddleboards. 
359. Rick's Cafe during NFL Playoffs 
360. Great restaurants,bars,and sunset 
361. Being near the beach and waves 
362. fishing 
363. The Doubletree Hotel 
364. fishing and New years 
365. Islescapes Key West Dinner Cruise 
366. Snorkeling 
367. fishing 
368. Drag Races, Bed Races, Sunset, & Duval Crawl 
369. duvall st 
370. trolley ride with an experienced, knowledgeable driver 
371. Fidhing 



372. Took ferry to Fort Jefferson 
373. the carribean feeling 
374. Snorkeling with Sunset and the Scooter we rented for 2 days. And the ice cream at 

Flamingo Crossing is THE BEST! 
375. Dinner at sunset key and fantasy fair fest 
376. devaull st....... 
377. Turtle hospital 
378. sun  peace and quite 
379. Pennecamp State Park 
380. drivng over seven mile bridge - always a thrill 
381. Flats fishing at Duck Key 
382. Fishing boat 
383. Kayaking, scuba, whole environment is beautiful 
384. Fishing, Sunset Cruise 
385. Fishing for Dolphin 
386. the museums, Capt. Tony's 
387. Key west brew Fest. Quality time at The Porch! Ocean Key is the BEST hotel on the 

island with the most amazing views & service! 
388. Walking down Duval St. and all of the shops 
389. Relaxation 
390. Zachary Taylor State Park 
391. Pirates Cove Restaurant 
392. Going parasailing on the Fury! 
393. Spear Fishing 
394. turtle hospital 
395. DUVAL STREET ACTIVITIES, RESTURANTS 
396. eating delicious fresh seafood! 
397. restaurants sites and attractions 
398. Diving 
399. Kayaking 
400. Kayaking and exploring 
401. Dining 
402. Wonderful place just to relax.  Have been many times. 
403. Music 
404. clothing optional pool 
405. charter boat trip 
406. Love to stay at the Dolphin Marina 
407. dinner at Annettes steak and lobster house 
408. Snorkeling/Dolphin Watching 
409. Enviroment of fun and great food 
410. scuba diving 
411. We went to Dry Tortugas. 
412. Tours with Sebago 
413. shopping and sun worshipping and eating 
414. renting a boat for the day 
415. great food 
416. Key West Sunset 
417. fishing dining weather 
418. The Turtle Hospital 
419. HOG'S BREATH 
420. Mallory Square @ sunset 
421. sitting at a winebar at night people watching 
422. dining, shopping, raw bar, lodgeing was excellent.... 
423. the skydivers on Sombrero Beach at sunset 
424. We just love Malory Square 
425. fishing and seeing tailing bone fish for the first time 



426. Trolley Ghost Tour 
427. Sunset sail 
428. sailing 
429. Rented a boat and circled the island 
430. everything 
431. Love riding my bike through the back streets after dinner. 
432. Conch republic celebration 
433. I enjoyed everthing! We did so much but Hemmingway hourse was my favorite! 
434. Fantasy Fest 
435. All Au Naturel pool area 
436. Speed Boat Adventure Tour 
437. boating,key largo camp ground,restauraunts 
438. Going to the turtle hospital 
439. diving snokling 
440. days spent pool side at the Cabana Club, dinner at Hawks Cay & Key Colony Inn 
441. attended Fantasy Fest last year 
442. Art Galleries 
443. SUNSET'S AT MALLORY SQUARE 
444. LaTe Da drag show. 
445. lodging 
446. seeing the key deer. 
447. all of it 
448. night party boat fishing with Robbies 
449. Dry tortugas national park 
450. landscape,people,attraction...fantastic!!! 
451. Glass bottom boat tour to the coral reef 
452. awesome view from room 
453. Roosters 
454. fishing 
455. fishing 
456. key west extreme adventures 
457. Just relaxing and watching the boats coming and going 
458. The tour of Key West 
459. the palm frond guy at the bar 
460. snorkeling 
461. dinner cruise 
462. live singing at several bars 
463. International boat races 
464. boat charter 
465. I love where I stay - Tucker Inn Cottages 
466. beach 
467. Ghost tour 
468. Sunset cruise 
469. Summer Seas condos was great very relaxing and just the place for our base to 

begin our day trips. 
470. closing of duval st for concert 
471. sunsets and the water 
472. Wandering through downtown and continually finding new and interesting places 
473. the whole experience..conch train, truman white house, duval st 
474. Shopping 
475. Duval Street 
476. Sitting on the patio, watching the world go by with a frosty beverage in my hand 
477. Sunset Cruise 
478. relaxing at the Beach (Pier House) 
479. FISHING WITH MY BROTHER 
480. diveing the reefs, eating at hobo" resturant, Robbies 



481. the peace andquiet 
482. We just love walking around the waterfront and visiting the different bars and 

restaurants.  Our most favorite place to visit is Ernest Hemingway's House. 
483. Hemingway House and Eden House 
484. We love staying at the Marqesa Hotel.  We experience Fine Dining, shopping and 

sitting around the pool. 
485. Sunset cruise 
486. Hanging out in Key West 
487. event 
488. Mallory square 
489. Sunset celebration - every time! 
490. Turtle hospital 
491. Fantasy Fest 
492. southernmost on the beach 
493. Swimming with the dolphins 
494. looking at deer 
495. MORADA BAY BEACH CAFE 
496. scuba diving 
497. The snorkel/kayak/sunset cruise with Danger tours 
498. 50th Anniversary Dinner at Butterfly Cafe', Marathon, FL 
499. State park 
500. Conch Republic 
501. scuba diving 
502. Snorkeling, restaurants, weather, seafood festival, 
503. love the bight area 
504. outside music event 
505. Daughter's Wedding 
506. Hemingway Days 
507. lobsterfest 
508. its always wonderful 
509. dinner cruise 
510. not really 
511. just relaxed 
512. wedding 
513. sunset sail 
514. The tarpon 
515. Truman Annex 
516. Parasailing 
517. fishing,dolphin research center,theater of the sea 
518. fishing trip 
519. Duval Street 
520. We drove to Key West and went on tours.  Loved the little train! 
521. fantasy fest 
522. Sea fishing 
523. Dinner at Robbies 
524. deep sea fishing 
525. the vibe from the people and the city 
526. Malary Square 
527. Skooner Warf Bar 
528. the 100 year celebration of the railroad 
529. sun set 
530. nitelife bars 
531. sunset 
532. Fantasy Fest 
533. Just Hanging out 
534. sombrero Beach 



535. museums, Duval St, rented a conch house, beaches!!! 
536. Night life on Duval 
537. Sailing on Florida Bay 
538. beaches 
539. the ambiance of Key West 
540. duval st 
541. jet ski tour island 
542. camping, boating, the blue water nice 
543. the whole place 
544. Sundown shows 
545. Sunsets 
546. fishing  - stayed at the Hyatt 
547. walking around the downtown area & visiting the shops/restaurants 
548. Driving to key west, and seeing all the scenery..loved it. 
549. Finally able to relax with the family 
550. Fishing 
551. Key West Trolly Tour and Beach 
552. Snorkeling in John Pennekamp State Park 
553. cat man at Mallory Square 
554. Duval Street 
555. Didnt stay long enough-just 1day 
556. Visiting with street artists 
557. the little White House, and restaurants in general 
558. Buying a house 
559. Fantasy Fest 
560. canoeing 
561. Visiting with Carol Shaughnessy and meeting old customers from the Full Moon 

Saloon 
562. Mallory square 
563. Paddle boarding thru the mangroves 
564. Bike Path 
565. Having a manatee swim up to us while we were snorkeling! 
566. Boating 
567. Music, Bike riding 
568. Sons wedding at Hemingway House 
569. community concert at founders park 
570. Snorkeling at Sombrero Reef; Walking the 2+ mile stretch of old 7-mi bridge to 

Pigeon Key 
571. new club - smokin' tuna 
572. Sunset on the Pier 
573. scuba diving 
574. Nature Preserve 
575. rideing around on the bike 
576. navel air base 
577. Uncle Bob at Ricks 
578. Snorkeling on the coral reef 
579. Sunset at Mallory Square 
580. Boating 
581. Turtle Hospital 
582. Duval St. New Years Celebration and people watching 
583. FANTESY FEST 
584. The environment was so nice 
585. fishing and boating 
586. Martello Towers 
587. the Conch Train tour 
588. Island Fish Company Restaurant 



589. Danger Wind & Wine 
590. county park beach and sunshine 
591. We really enjoyed our hotel room because of its proximity to the beach 
592. Scuba diving and dining in the local area restaurants. 
593. I liked that it was central and I could venture out in both directions and do a lot of 

exploring 
594. the historic train ride 
595. Attractions 
596. Riding the Glass Boat 
597. fishing 
598. snorkle & jet ski 
599. john pennkekamp park 
600. snorkeling 
601. dolphin 
602. Scuba Diving 
603. Snorkeling 
604. having a drink at the marina 
605. Sunset at dock 
606. Duvall crawl and food 
607. Our nephew proposed to his girlfriend! 
608. Sunsets at Mallory Square, cigar at Pepe's 
609. Fort Zachary beach 
610. Seeing Jimmy Buffett at MOTM 
611. sunset cruise, sunset viewing from mallory square 
612. sunset at Mallory Square 
613. sunset celebration 
614. Jet ski 
615. Hemingway House 
616. visiting The Turtle Hospital 
617. parade 
618. we visit Key West in Oct, Nov and Feb every year and will retire there to a house we 

purchased 
619. CITY TOUR 
620. Shopping 
621. Lodging 
622. Scuba Diving site new to us 
623. attractions 
624. Key West entirely. 
625. kayaking fromm the Pines & Palms Inn 
626. great experience at cheeca lodge 
627. Parrot keys resort 
628. diving 
629. The view from the bar at the Westin Hotel 
630. beaches 
631. Dining 
632. Fishing 
633. BAR HOPPING - DIVING - REST AND RELAX. 
634. Diving 
635. dining out with friends 
636. Robbie's Kayaking and Fishing 
637. snorkeling 
638. Snorkeling and diving 
639. The sunset at Mallory Sq 
640. restruants 
641. swimming with dolphins at Dolphin Research Center 
642. Boating 



643. diving 
644. fishing with Triple J Charters 
645. Fun 
646. Fishing 
647. Cranes Point 
648. Taste of Key West, sunset cruises, the people 
649. Fishing on charter boat 
650. special day specific to Key west for example we were there in Dcember fot the 

Christmas parade  and boat parade 
651. butterfly conservatory 
652. Fishing in the beautiful waters. 
653. The butterfly museum 
654. Sunset cruise with captain sassy 
655. justing eating 
656. sorry, cant pick one...the entire experience is remarkable 
657. sea dell motel 
658. Spending the week seeing sights with family from out of state. 
659. Hemmingway House 
660. Fishing 
661. Parasailing 
662. Truman's Little Whitehouse 
663. Dry Tortugas National Park 
664. A series of parties we attended as investors in Mel Fisher's Treasure salvagers 
665. cat man 
666. Jet Skiing 
667. Sunset 
668. the fishing boat the Marathon Lady 
669. Poker Run 
670. dolphin watch / snorkeling 
671. snorkeling 
672. Sunset Water Sports, Louie's Backyard 
673. Bahia Honda 
674. Full moon party 
675. Sitting at Pepe's listening to the live music. 
676. sun sets 
677. trolly tour 
678. watching sunset 
679. Truman annex 
680. boating on the rental boat 
681. relaxing/dining 
682. Scuba diving 
683. Sunsets, relaxing on the beach 
684. the sunset 
685. fishing 
686. Nightly event at Mallory Square 
687. Dry Tortugas NP 
688. water sports 
689. Mallory Square sunset festival 
690. the pub crawl 
691. Just the view of the beautiful water 
692. Scuba Diving 
693. Sunset sailboat 
694. Wedding 
695. Hotel how bad it was 
696. Nightly music at Hogs Breath! 
697. proximity and access to historical locations 



698. DANGER CHARTER 
699. festivals 
700. Fantasyfest 2011 
701. the wonderful weather!!!! 
702. first, my nieces wedding, followed by the turtle hospital 
703. artfest 
704. just being there instead of here. 
705. Weather 
706. MALORY SQUARE 
707. walking/biking around town 
708. The Westin 
709. Just walking down Duvall Street and taking it all in 
710. diving and tanning on Bahia Honda beaches 
711. We got married thre in 2003 
712. Snorkeling 
713. I went to the Audobon house and Schooner Wharf 
714. snorkling at Anna Maria, Key West shopping, rented a house for a week in 

Marathon, Parasailing, fishing in canal 
715. fish count in key largo 
716. Sunset 
717. Kayaking 
718. Turtle Hospital 
719. danger chaters 
720. scuba diving 
721. Fresh fish 
722. Duval street 
723. Sunset cruise 
724. getting engaged on miss geico in nov 2011 
725. i just enjoy going to key west everyone is so friendly 
726. Lodging - tranquility Bay 
727. the laid back, carefree atmosphere 
728. camping at Knights Key 
729. drink eat out and just having fun 
730. being on duval st 
731. island ambiance 
732. scuba diving the reef and saw a nurse shark - amazing! 
733. Sight seeing, walking about 
734. We stayed at the Seascape inn. We love walking down Duval Street and Mallory 

Square 
735. Mallory Square Sunset 
736. Overseas Highway drive, Duval St, historical places. 
737. Jet Packing Adventure 
738. Visit to the Dry Tortugas 
739. Sunset cruse 
740. Our best friends got married on a sailboat 
741. various nightlife (restaurants/live music/karaoke/sunset) 
742. Happy hour at Lazy Days, sunset at Loreli 
743. parasailing 
744. great Inn in Key West and food 
745. Sun, relax, sombrero beach, dolphin reaserch center 
746. Bicycling to Little White House 
747. flats fishing 
748. Relaxation and good food 
749. boat races 
750. jet skying 
751. bar hopping 



752. TAKIJNG PICTURES 
753. The Fury Snorkling 
754. strolling along duval street 
755. Driving my wave runner out to Alligator Reef 
756. sunsets 
757. Lloyd's tropical bike tour. 
758. sunset cruise with live music 
759. half shell raw bar, food, atmosphere 
760. Sunset cruise 
761. nightlife and meeting so many nice people 
762. SUNSET AT A BEACH 
763. snorkeling 
764. green flash at Sunset Grill 
765. mallory square 
766. My stay at the Islander Resort. Been visiting Islamorada for 32 years. 
767. Relaxing 
768. The Awesome Ocean Key Resort 
769. sunset @ mallory 
770. sloppy joes,mel fischer place.southernmost hotel 
771. Scuba diving 
772. Snorkeling 
773. The Grand Guest House is awesome 
774. snorkeling at sombrero light house 
775. Snorkeling on The Spirit, Re-visiting Key West, staying at 3 RV parks: Geiger, 

Sunshine, and Fiesta, meeting new friends, attending two of the charity events in Marathon, 
, seeing a manatee, lobster 

776. Blue Heaven shrimp meal & key lime pie & ambience 
777. Walking to the Southern Most Point 
778. The family time at hawks cay 
779. fishing 
780. Dolphin Watch 
781. Staying at the Islander Resort 
782. The "trannie" show 
783. scuba diving 
784. duval street 
785. the beauty of the keys 
786. fantasy fest/ carnival cruise 
787. Tarpon fishing 
788. Fishing 
789. Danger chaeters all day & sunset sail 
790. Sunset at the Lorelei 
791. Dolphin Research Centre 
792. Fantasy Fest 
793. Swimming with the dolphins 
794. Catamaran Snorkeling trip 
795. Sunset on top of the tallest building in Key West (hotel) 
796. para sailing 
797. duvall street,mallory square 
798. lodging was great at duck  kay ,hawks kay  fishing at bud and marys and fun day at 

key west. 
799. Robbie's Marina, camping in Grassy Key 
800. Sunset at Mallory square 
801. Walking Duval St 
802. fury commotion on the ocean sunset cruise 
803. Dry Tortugas trip 
804. Mallory Square at sunset 



805. Sunset at Mallory Square 
806. dinner at La Trattoria 
807. Snorkel and kayaks 
808. snorkling 
809. Snorkeling 
810. The amazing service at our hotel ... The Marquesa 
811. Key West Aids Memorial 
812. Duval Street 
813. Deep sea fishing 
814. Fort Jefferson 
815. Wedding reception 
816. snorking trip at pennekamp park 
817. Cheeca Lodge 
818. Lunches at Latitudes on Sunset Key 
819. snorkeling 
820. Relaxing at Sombrero Beach 
821. Fury Sunset Sail 
822. Avalon Bed and Breakfast was wonderful 
823. butterfly factory 
824. diving on the reefs 
825. we rented a lovely condo it was fabulous 
826. Hyatt Resort $ Spa 
827. I have vacationed in Key West for the last 10 years.  I LOVE IT!  I travel from PA.  I 

stay at the Southernmost Hotel every year.  I have experienced Fantasy Fest, the bars, the 
restaurants, the scooters, the bicycles and most important the SUNSETS.  I have too many 
memorable moments to pick out just one.  Every year has a memorable moment! 

828. john pennekamp aniversary celebration 
829. dining 
830. sunset party, glass bottom boat, drink service on the beach at the pier house resort 
831. The beach 
832. visting my son and grandchiden he is in the navy there 
833. Loos Key snorkeling 
834. Dolphin interaction 
835. Fishing 
836. Sunset party at The Lori-Li 
837. just resting 
838. walking duval street 
839. Danger Charters trip 
840. mallory square 
841. meeting of the minds, Duval street 
842. Hemingway Home 
843. staying at cayo hueso resort 
844. Really enjoyed downtown aera, shopping, eating 
845. Sunset on the Square 
846. Day trip to Dry Tortugas 
847. scuba diving 
848. Mallory Square 
849. Cheeca Lodge 
850. its a walkable place, ocean, weather, all the charming shops, restaurants 
851. seaplane to Dry Tortugas and dinner on beach at Latitudes 
852. fishing on the Gulfstream IV 
853. i love the diversity of the live music 
854. Danger sailboat snorkling and kayaking 
855. key deer appearing each morning outside our cottage at old wooden bridge 
856. Food, Music, Friendly People 
857. Sombrero Beach 



858. kayaking 
859. dry tartugas 
860. sight-seeing on trolly 
861. Truman winter white house 
862. Duvall Hwy 
863. Both the Hemingway Hosue and the Mel Fischer Musuem 
864. Visit to Casa Marina 
865. The Parrot Key Resort was wonderful 
866. Mallory Square 
867. sloppy joe 
868. Sunset cruise -- cheesy but fun 
869. we rented a house on a canal, brought our boat and fished, snorkeld looe key and 

loved the weather in Jan 
870. love the condo at Key Colony 
871. bahia honda 
872. experiencing the variety of nightlife and restaurants 
873. Fishing 
874. Relaxing on the beach at Bahia Honda 
875. we were checking out real estate and enjoying the restaurants. 
876. scuba 
877. All of it. 
878. Snorkeling at Looe Key out of Key West, and also Danger Charters wind and wine 

sunset sail 
879. Hawks Kay 
880. Conch Republic Independence Day Celebration 
881. Danger Charters sail and snorkel trip 
882. exploring old town 
883. Sombero beach 
884. My brother caught a huge shark! 
885. Touring Key West 
886. mallory square 
887. Diving 
888. Snorkeling 
889. Boating in islamorada 
890. Little White House 
891. Listening to music at Schooner Wharf Bar 
892. Tour trolley 
893. the bars 
894. the bars, people, atmosphere 
895. shopping in key west and enjoying the outside everywhere 
896. wedding at mallory square, almond tree 
897. A great meal at the glass bottom bar! 
898. Snorkel - Town Tour - Museum - Key Lime Pie 
899. We did a trolley tour - it was awesome 
900. scuba diving 
901. Our wedding on Smathers Beach 
902. scuba diving 
903. sunset at Mallory square. 
904. Jet skiing around all of Key West 
905. Stand Up Paddle Boarding at MM 88 
906. Sunset celebration at Mallory Square 
907. fishing 
908. scuba diving 
909. charter fishing 
910. We've been coming since the 1990s every year.  We just chill, walk, bike, swim, 

snorkel, drink. 



911. night ghost tour 
912. Fishing and Seafood 
913. The Catman show at Mallory Square 
914. shopping and nightlife on Duval Street 
915. Sunset celebration. 
916. the sunset at Mallory square 
917. Sombrero Beach 
918. Butterfly Museum 
919. Being on the water on boat 
920. snorkeling 
921. Scuba diving 
922. boating 
923. Sunset cruise 
924. snorkeling 
925. Robbie's 
926. the spiegel grove 
927. The Fort Pierce John Carroll HS -vs- Marathon HS football game. 
928. christmas parade 
929. Scenery, Drives, Key West - 
930. Hotel 
931. fishing from Bud & Mary's 
932. Lodging 
933. Cheeca Lodge was amazing 
934. Danger cruise 
935. Dining at Hogfish Bar and Grill 
936. loved the butterfly farm!! 
937. Too many to pick just one ... I guess Mallory Square sunset, speed boat races, 

entertainment 
938. Scuba diving 
939. off shore boat races 
940. the hotel was fantastic and the atmosphere and people of key west was so enjoyable 
941. camping at Bahia Honda 
942. mallory square at sunset, great views at ocean key resort,   fantasy feast,   the great 

places to eat   and enterntainment 
943. Sunset Festival 
944. sight seeing, the history of key west 
945. HEAVY RAIN 
946. good atmopsphere 
947. Love the lodging and fishing 
948. all the above. great time at art show. lodging was beatiful 
949. Swimming with the Dolphins 
950. renting a boat in key west for the day 
951. Fly fishing 
952. power boat races 
953. casually driving on the overseas highway. 
954. fishing 
955. Hawks cay 
956. Fishing and overall experience, restaurants 
957. Sunset park 
958. Dinner at A B Lobster 
959. Fishing 
960. We come to fish 
961. Fantasy Fest 
962. Dewey house inn 
963. Fishing, swimming, partying 
964. dinner at sunset at several of the restaurants 



965. snorkeling in Key West 
966. the fort in the gulf 
967. Diving 
968. cruising to sunset key for breakfast 
969. Dolphin Research Center 
970. Sunsets,deer in pine key,no name pub,the laid back,enjoy life attitude 
971. Staying with my Uncle on No Name Key 
972. sunset 
973. The lodging was awesome! 
974. We love everything about Key West 
975. nature 
976. just relaxing and taking it easy while we are there 
977. the curry mansion was wonderful, hopetable 
978. Watching the sunset and dolphins swimming on pier at Ocean Key Resort 
979. We really enjoyed our resort - Gulfview Waterfront Resort 
980. deep sea fishing 
981. just relaxing and enjoying the food 
982. Lobster season 
983. sunset cruise 
984. see the sunset and sunrise in the same day on the beach 
985. Our hotel was wonderful, residents were great, and Duval Street was amazing.  We 

came during Hurricane Isaac and will be back in December. 
986. diving Sombrero reef 
987. commotion on the ocean was great 
988. Key west lobster fest 
989. Relaxing 
990. Dry Tortugas 
991. susnset at mallory square 
992. Ghost Tour 
993. sunset cruise 
994. snorkling at Dry Tortuga 
995. party on duvall 
996. lobsterfest, and lobstering 
997. J. Pennekamp snorkeling tour 
998. beaches, and sun set cruise 
999. commotion on the ocean 
1000. fishing 
1001. Bicycle ride in Key West 
1002. Rooms were misrepresented.  We loved the KEYS!! 
1003. Sunset cruises 
1004. experience at Royal Plum, Marathon condos 
1005. relaxing and enjoyment 
1006. walking downtown 
1007. shopping area 
1008. snorkeling 
1009. Sunset cruise 
1010. Sitting out on the dock, relaxing aside the beautiful GulfOf Mexico 
1011. fantasy feast 
1012. Staying at Palm Court on Elizabeth Street - this conch style house was originally 

built by Captain George Sweeting, who is my g-g-grandfather, and it was home to my 
Sweeting ancestors. 

1013. The bicycle tour of Key West 
1014. scuba 
1015. snorkling and eating 
1016. Sunset celebration 
1017. key colony days 



1018. We stayed in our motor home at Blue Water Key RV park. The RV sites are 
amazing, especially lot #4 & lot #69. We thoroughly enjoyed our stay! We brought our 4 
children, our dog and our bikes & our  stand up paddleboards. 

1019. Rum Runners Tiki Bar & Hampton Inn Resort 
1020. Exploring the area around Islamorada,, Bahia Hondo, walking the old bridge.  Stayed 

at the Pine Tree Resort, what a fantastic experience 
1021. Great people 
1022. eating in the open style restraunts 
1023. trying to find the house my grandparents lived in 
1024. Ferry to Dry Tortugas/Fort Jefferson 
1025. walking around in the evening 
1026. Kayaking and snorkeling 
1027. dinner at Blue Heaven 
1028. glass bottom boat ride, swimming & relazing at our motel 
1029. visiting our nephew.  the deer at night,   seeing how much the people were enjoying 

not only the life style but the beautiful that can not be seen at any other place. 
1030. 5 year birthday at the Studios of Key West, anniversiary dinner at the seaport 
1031. Lodging and food 
1032. Duval Street at night and christmas 
1033. Fishing and Beach 
1034. Fishing and dining 
1035. only there for the day on a cruise...shopped 
1036. wonderful accommodation 
1037. Shark fishing 
1038. Fury Wine and Sunset Cruise 
1039. dolfine show 
1040. boating and fishing 
1041. Powerboat races 
1042. visiting Duval Street, Museum with Robert the Doll, southernmost point 
1043. Catamaran trip 
1044. dolphin swim 
1045. attractions and lodging 
1046. Lobster mini-season 
1047. experience at lodging 
1048. scuba diving 
1049. Our lodging was wonderful, weather not so much so attractions were limited on what 

we could do. 
1050. We enjoyed the atmosphere and view from the bar at Jewfish Creek 
1051. Fishing. 
1052. dinner at sunset key 
1053. The live music in the bars 
1054. the friendlyness of everyone 
1055. watching sunset 
1056. fishing 
1057. the dining 
1058. Snorkling,  Mel Fisher Museum 
1059. fishing 
1060. sunsets 
1061. walking the 7 Mile bridge 
1062. TURTLE HOSPITAL, SALTY'S HAPPY HOUR +, MARATHON MARINA & RV 

RESORT 
1063. Fury! 
1064. snorkling and diving 
1065. fishing 
1066. Scuba diving Speigal Grove 
1067. Duvall Street activities in general 



1068. Dinner at Louies Backyard 
1069. kayaking and sunsets 
1070. Fishing 
1071. Salt water fishing 
1072. Snorkeling in Key Largo and wave runner riding in key west 
1073. offshore boat races 
1074. got married 
1075. Hemingway house 
1076. weather, overall lifestyle it affords 
1077. Key West beach and piers, and walking around town 
1078. Crane Point Museum 
1079. the atmosphere 
1080. The sunset at Mallory Square 
1081. Just walking around and bar hopping 
1082. museum 
1083. the beach 
1084. snuba 
1085. visiting the turtle hospital 
1086. Bike riding and dinning 
1087. Fishing 
1088. Taste of key west 
1089. Race boats off shore 
1090. Hot tin roof 
1091. FISHING 
1092. It being a wonderful trip. 
1093. Papa Festival (Hemingway look-a-like) 
1094. the views, fish & birds 
1095. I love the people watching and the food and drink 
1096. sailboat ride 
1097. Setting on the beach just watching the birds, water and boats. 
1098. Dolphin Research Center, Crane Point Nature Center, Seafool Festival 
1099. Boating and downtown Key West 
1100. cruise stop however it rained during our stop 
1101. sunning at Fort Zachary Taylor 
1102. East Martello Museum 
1103. meeting of the minds 
1104. House tour (my wife liked the quilt show in sugarloaf key) 
1105. Seeing manatees! 
1106. Diving the vandenberg 
1107. FISHING 
1108. fishing with my twelve year old son 
1109. Happy Hour at Two Cents 
1110. lodging in Key West. 
1111. Sunset Sail 
1112. La Te Da was a wonderful hotel 
1113. Loved the lighthouse view 
1114. Jet skiing around the Keys (I brought my own skis with me). 
1115. Snorkeling 
1116. Friends and water activities, atmosphere of course 
1117. sunset at mallory square 
1118. We loved the relaxed, laid back, atmosphere.  We traveled up and down the keys.  

Went snorkling, visited Key West and some of the other islands.  Just walked everywhere. 
1119. Robert The Doll 
1120. Fantastic stay at the Ocean key resort 
1121. casa morada resort 
1122. Plane flight to Dry Tortugas 



1123. Hawks cay Resort 
1124. Jet Ski Tour with Barefoot Billy's 
1125. Snorkeling 
1126. great seafood 
1127. relax & fishing 
1128. Snorkeling for the first time. 
1129. the sunset at key west 
1130. Fishing was fun 
1131. Fishing 
1132. Biking everywhere! 
1133. hotel was right on the beach and within walking distance to Duval St. 
1134. Sunset at the pier 
1135. Diving in pennekamp 
1136. scuba 
1137. music at sloppy joes 
1138. food 
1139. Mallory Square 
1140. snorkeling at the Christ of the Abyss statue 
1141. Scuba, local dining, swimming, boating 
1142. Sitting by pool and relaxing 
1143. Water activities 
1144. An afternoon at Captain Tony's. 
1145. Dining at Camilles 
1146. Mel Fisher Museum 
1147. conch republic days 
1148. Fishing 
1149. fishing 
1150. Pirate party at Schooner's Wharf 
1151. Tennis and relaxing restaurants. 
1152. fishing is the best 
1153. the shops 
1154. the gulfview resort hotel 
1155. Put-in-Bay Music Festival at Sloppy Joes Key West 
1156. Sunset Celebrations at Mallory Square 
1157. parasailing 
1158. Sight-seeing and seeing key deer 
1159. The drive through the Keys from Miami 
1160. cruise, but Robert the doll at Martello Tower 
1161. visit to Island House 
1162. Sunset cruise 
1163. downtown Key West and the historical and beauty.  Just loved being down ion the 

area. 
1164. outstanding seafood 
1165. Fishing 
1166. Trip to Fort Jefferson 
1167. Mallory Square at sunset 
1168. Schooner's Wharf 
1169. Our lodging...Hawk's Cay was spectacular! 
1170. Stayed and Scuba dived 
1171. scuba diving 
1172. fishing 
1173. Sunset on the pier 
1174. Sunsets 
1175. Hanging at the beach at our hotel 
1176. romantic getaway 
1177. Dinner at Latitudes 



1178. fishing snorkeling Looe key 
1179. fishing 
1180. The beautiful ocean. 
1181. shopping and eating 
1182. mallory square 
1183. Fantasy Fest 
1184. christ of  abyss,all water,stone crab 
1185. watching the performers at Mallory Square 
1186. great pool and service people at Southernmost Hotel 
1187. Key West, Dolphin exhibit 
1188. Fantasy Fest  & camping @ Bahia Honda State Park 
1189. Enjoying the warm Keys weather in the middle of winter. 
1190. Water 
1191. Mallory Square 
1192. Snokeling! 
1193. Lodging 
1194. boating  and beach 
1195. food and beverages and great sites 
1196. Jet sking 
1197. We took the ferry to the Dry Tortugas! Awesome! 
1198. First time we stayed in a cottage during our trip to Key West. It was awesome to be 

able to cook all of our foods ourselves especially the FRESH fish! 
1199. pools at hawks Cay 
1200. captain hook's snorkelling 
1201. Duval Street - it was my bachelorette party 
1202. Beaches (Higgs) ,Dining out, Sight seeing,Scuba Diving 
1203. Loved Higgs Beach! 
1204. Dolphin Research Center 
1205. Scuba 
1206. deval street 
1207. An attraction 
1208. it's all about special events 
1209. scuba diving 
1210. shopping, food, drink and sight seeing 
1211. casa marina 
1212. curry hammock state park 
1213. The Gardens at the The Gardens Hotel and the wonderful restaurants 
1214. Beach party at hotel (end of Duval Street) 
1215. Scuba diving with Horizon Divers 
1216. tarpoon fishing 
1217. NY eve 
1218. goombay festival and mallory sq 
1219. Gulf sightseeing 
1220. scooter down duval street and visting honda state park 
1221. I own a home at mm 98 
1222. Doubletree hotle is a great place to stay, the parasailing was an experience I will 

always remember and of course the sunsets the best place to watch them malory square 
1223. Islander 
1224. New Years Eve Celebration,Duval Street,Hemingway House,Kellys, Blue 

Heaven,Green Parrot, Visitors Rides, Truman Annex, Everything!! 
1225. FURY JET SKI @ KEY WEST 
1226. fishing 
1227. snorkeling 
1228. snorkeling 
1229. Trip to the Dry Tortugas, amazing! 
1230. Truman's white house 



1231. The most memorable was the double dip snorkel trip with Fury.  But i also enjoyed 
the sunset sail with Sebago.  Not to mention sloppy joe's at Sloppy Joe's, all the wonderful 
shops, visiting my favorite artist, Fran Decker at SoDu and Frangiapani, taking a bike ride all 
over the island and watching the sunrise on White Street Pier.  And the food!  Oh goodness 
what wonderful food at Blue Heaven, Sloppy Joe's, Mangoes, Two Friends, Salsa, and the 
list goes on and on.  And last but not least, all the amazingly awesome Key West locals.  I 
wasn't born or raised in Key West, but the island captured my heart and soul on my first visit 
which was in June 2008 when my husband and I were married there.  I come back each 
year and always shed a few tears when its time to come back to Tennessee. 

1232. Blue Q snorkeling 
1233. Bahia Honda 
1234. The people and the atmosphere 
1235. snorkeling at Sombrero Lighthouse 
1236. went fishing with a business associate who lives in marathon 
1237. Scuba Diving 
1238. little white house 
1239. fishing 
1240. Fishing 
1241. our sons wedding 
1242. staying at big pine key fishing lodge with its location being close to looe key, fishing, 

etc. 
1243. Butterfly Conservatory 
1244. Breakfast at Blue Heaven Rendevous 
1245. fishing, Sand Bar, Drinking, Restaurants 
1246. resturants 
1247. Fishing trips 
1248. diving 
1249. Went for the Poker Run, even though we do not have a motorcycle.  Love the Pier 

House. Try to stay there each time we visit 
1250. very relaxing at the pool at the Marriott Hotel 
1251. Drag Queen Show 
1252. Hemingway's home 
1253. FISHING 
1254. evening sailboat ride in the ocean 
1255. Sunset from La Concha rooftop 
1256. sunset cruise 
1257. Swimming at the Galleon beach 
1258. Conch Republic Days 
1259. ft. zachary taylor beach 
1260. food 
1261. Seafood Festival in March 
1262. Scuba diving 
1263. Danger Charters 
1264. mallory square 
1265. hemingway house 
1266. We took a sunset sail boat trip our last night there....it was beautiful 
1267. Bi-Plane flieght 
1268. Turtle Hospital tour 
1269. turtle hospital and snorkling 
1270. Dolphin Research Center 
1271. St Patrick day on duval street 
1272. listening to the musicians at Hogs Breath and Schooner Wharf 
1273. Great food on the beach 
1274. the nice sheriff who sent his friend over to our umbrella at higgs beach to ask me to 

put my beer in a red solo cup instead of giving me a ticket =0 
1275. Scuba diving and staying at a RV resort 



1276. climbing the lighthouse 
1277. pub crawl 
1278. key deer. just being in the keys :) 
1279. the light house, train ride and riding in those little cars 
1280. boating 
1281. The feel.  It was like being in a different world. 
1282. fishing & swiming 
1283. Mallory Square and Hemingway House 
1284. DUVAL STREET 
1285. duval st 
1286. diving 
1287. Dinner at Sunset Grille and Raw Bar 
1288. Sunset celebrations 
1289. GREEN PARROT BAR BAND NIGHT 
1290. hanging out with the locals 
1291. The place we stay Alexander Palms 
1292. Pub Crawl 
1293. We stayed at Chica Spa and Resort, but will stay at the Postcard Inn next time, lots 

of fun there!  Also jet skiing and paddleboarding out of Robbies, tons of fun! 
1294. Mel fisher museum 
1295. food bars and sailing 
1296. night life 
1297. Eating..shopping 
1298. Late night drinks at the Afterdeck 
1299. Fury Jet Ski Tour 
1300. Duval Street,  Simonton Inn and bus tour of Key West 
1301. Powerboat races 
1302. charter boat fishing, night life 
1303. Staying at the Simton Court and Just Duval Street and Old Town I love those places. 
1304. the saltwater fishing and the food 
1305. gilberts 
1306. boat rental visiting the dive spots 
1307. Tarpon 
1308. Key West Poker Run. 
1309. ghost tours walk 
1310. fishing 
1311. Going on the Fury 
1312. It's like different world. Beauty and peace. 
1313. Love the Schooner Wharf area 
1314. Restaurants...Blue Heaven & Salute 
1315. We met several nice people at our resort & partied with them 
1316. LOBSTERING, FISHING 
1317. Experience at Lodging 
1318. Deep Sea Sport Fishing & taking the catch to local restaurants 
1319. Indigo Reef is beautiful. 
1320. running the half marathon, the sea plane to dry tortugas 
1321. visitng the Turtle Hospital 
1322. Fishing 
1323. Fishing, enjoying live music 
1324. kayaking 
1325. Visiting Fort Zachary Taylor Beach 
1326. Dry Tortugas Nat'l Park 
1327. Sunset celebration 
1328. snorkeling 
1329. enjoyed staying at Jasmine House 
1330. Scuba diving 



1331. goombah (unbelievable food) 
1332. scooting around Key West and taking in the beautiful views! 
1333. Fury cruise 
1334. wedding 
1335. Wave runner tour of the island 
1336. SUP and Kayaking 
1337. our trip to the Dry Tortugas 
1338. Pigeon Key Festival, Save Old Seven Kick Off Event 
1339. Just driving around in all the Florida Keys 
1340. Diving with the Pirate Island Divers. 
1341. Hemmingway's House 
1342. the Red Barn Theatre 
1343. DAUGHTERS WEDDING 
1344. Key West Bars 
1345. scuba diving on the reef 
1346. dining and clubs 
1347. Fishing and doing nothing 
1348. ost southern point 
1349. the sea 
1350. Looe Key 
1351. Fishing 
1352. Theatre of The Sea 
1353. drc in marathon 
1354. Driving through Big Pine Key to see Key Deer and talking with some of the local 

homeowners. 
1355. Restaurants were great 
1356. Dining outdoors for every lunch & dinner 
1357. Sunset at Mallory Square 
1358. I enjoyed the entire trip! 
1359. quaint lodging experience at Paradise Inn 
1360. Key Lime Pie on a stick 
1361. The drive down from Miami in a convertible .... 
1362. Snorkelling at Pennekamp 
1363. The accomodations at the Pier House were the most enjoyable. 
1364. sunset cruise 
1365. fishing 
1366. Sebago Sunset Cruise 
1367. hEMINGWAY hOUSE 
1368. Dry Tortugas 
1369. Mel Fishers  diving 
1370. FISHING AND LOBSTERING 
1371. Duval Street 
1372. Drinking 
1373. Duval Street 
1374. live music at the Green Parrot in Key West 
1375. Scuba Diving 
1376. DINING 
1377. Sunset cruise 
1378. sunset cruise from Mallory Square 
1379. SO MANY DIFFERENT 'CHARACTERS' AND CULTURES 
1380. experience at lodging 
1381. Sunset snorkeling cruise 
1382. Key west sunsets 
1383. parasailing 
1384. Relaxing fishing and lobstering 
1385. PARASAILING 



1386. fishing 
1387. tavernier hotel , the water, the ocean view pub, wave runners!! 
1388. Loved Bahia Honda. Stayed at the old Wooden Bridge Fish Camp....really enjoyed 

the rustic stay and that it was out of the way.  Enjoyed Key West as well. 
1389. diving looe key 
1390. Hawkes Key  at Marathon 
1391. visiting Fort Zach and Bahia Honda SP 
1392. shopping on Duval street 
1393. Watching the wildlife (birds, land animals) 
1394. Being on Duval! 
1395. The Conch Train! 
1396. The nightlife 
1397. Snorkeling 
1398. Relaxing 
1399. everything is close by 
1400. Boating out by Cary's Forth.....the most beautiful water around 
1401. visiting Bahia Honda 
1402. coast-to-coast conga line 
1403. GLASS BOTTOM BOAT 
1404. attractions 
1405. catamaran and kayaking 
1406. Green parrot Xmas party 
1407. Dining at Little Palm Island 
1408. Helicopter over the 7 mile bridge 
1409. experience staying at the Truman Annex 
1410. Scuba Diving 
1411. deep sea fishing pennekamp snorkeling 
1412. Seeing Key Deer for the first time 
1413. relaxing at Hawks Cay 
1414. fantasy fest 
1415. Fishing 
1416. water sports and driving the peninsula 
1417. DUVAL ST 
1418. sunset cruise 
1419. Touring the island on bikes 
1420. Duval st 
1421. general atmosphere, bars and restaurants 
1422. staying at the Galleon Resort 
1423. just experiencing the sites of Key West.  It's history, etc. 
1424. very relaxing set-up at southernmost hotel 
1425. Lodging 
1426. Just being there - my favorite place! 
1427. walking thru the neighborhoods, restaurants, and the hyatt resort 
1428. fishing and dining out , sun sets 
1429. We love the food and the relaxed atmosphere of the keys 
1430. scuba diving 
1431. Gravestones Trolley Tour 
1432. Dry Tortugas 
1433. Howard Livingston concert 
1434. Relaxing by the pool 
1435. Haunted trolley tour 
1436. The fresh seafood we enjoyed nightly was wonderful. 
1437. the beach 
1438. Hilton Key Largo Grand 
1439. fishing 
1440. snorkel trip 



1441. Duval St 
1442. Holiday Boat Parade, we did a wine cruise on one of the boats. 
1443. fishing , deep water 
1444. Looe Key Snorkel Trip & Standup Paddleboarding 
1445. Marriott Hotel 
1446. Heavy rain storm 
1447. Meeting of the Minds - Parrothead Convention 
1448. fishing 
1449. Fishing 
1450. The turtle hospital and the lime tree bay resort 
1451. EVERYTHING from the sunsets to the bars & restaurants 
1452. Fishing 
1453. snorkeling in florida bay 
1454. Wild About Dolpnins in Key West 
1455. Sunset Celebration 
1456. We love to sit and relax at Sunset Cove 
1457. experience at lodging and restaurants 
1458. marathon seafood festival, marathon beach 
1459. General site seeing 
1460. Scuba diving 
1461. Fanacy Fest 
1462. jimmy johnson's big chill 
1463. swimming boating snorkling all around town 
1464. Love Duvall Street & Fort Zachary Park 
1465. DUVAL at night 
1466. Spending time with family 
1467. Sunset Festival At Mallory Square 
1468. mallory squate 
1469. Jimmy Buffett playing on Duval St. 
1470. key west poker run awesome week-end 
1471. the entire experience. 
1472. Theater 
1473. Hanging out, smoking a little cigar and drinking mojitos. 
1474. Just lounging at teh resort looking at the beautiful views and enjoying the weather. 

we never have an itineray when we go 
1475. Key largo Campground 
1476. going to beach and cabana club 
1477. Lunches with friends at Morada Bay 
1478. the bar on the roof of the LaConcha! 
1479. Pier House Hotel was great, Duval and all the bars and eateries were fabulous! 
1480. Being there 
1481. snorkel scuba 
1482. Snorkeling trip to the Dry Tortugas 
1483. My lodging 
1484. Crazy Jugglers, and showmen on Mallory Square@ Sunser 
1485. attraction 
1486. Sunset cruise 
1487. we always ended up at hogss breathe Saloon until about 2 am 
1488. Ride on the African Queen 
1489. Got engaged at the Butterfly Conservatory 
1490. fishing 
1491. Fantasyfest 
1492. relaxation on the private beach 
1493. Sunset Watersports Dolphin Dolphin Watch 
1494. Snorkeling and stand up paddle boarding 
1495. sunset sail 



1496. John Pennekamp, Key West 
1497. fishing 
1498. Great fishing 
1499. Viaiting the Key West memorial garden 
1500. sunset cruise 
1501. dinner 
1502. sunset downtown 
1503. Dinner 
1504. FISHING TOURNAMENTS,SEAFOOD AND ART FESTIVALS 
1505. Always try to stay at the Banyan and absolutely love it. 
1506. PIER HOUSE 
1507. Hemingway look-alike contest 
1508. Dangerous Cruise 
1509. Fishing 
1510. snorkeling 
1511. Going out on excursion-Jet skiing, Parasailing, kayaking, and swimming 
1512. Sailboat ride out to snorkel in a reef 
1513. Meeting of the Minds 
1514. Staying at Southermost House 
1515. snorkeling 
1516. lodging and sailing and eating 
1517. Dry Tortugas Trip 
1518. Snorkeling offshore 
1519. Indian Hook Key, snorkling 
1520. beach and manatees 
1521. Sunset Entertainment 
1522. Everything at the Pier House 
1523. relaxing in a bar on the property at my lodging 
1524. Sunset at the pier 
1525. SUNSET CRUISE 
1526. scuba diving, restrurants 
1527. Sunset celebration at the pier in Key West 
1528. Our wedding at the Westin Key West 
1529. new home shopping 
1530. Buying a vacation home in Marathon 
1531. The Fury all day tour with snorkeling, parasailing and jetskiing 
1532. Jet ski tour 
1533. sunset cruise 
1534. Snorkling with Fury we did the ultimate adventure 
1535. Farthest p[oint of the US 
1536. Fishing 
1537. The relaxation and hospitality where we stayed. 
1538. Fishing!!! 
1539. water activities 
1540. We got Married at the Lighthouse Court!! 
1541. New Year's Eve on Duval 
1542. Watching the sunset on 7 mile bridge. 
1543. 4th of July Fireworks 
1544. Sunset at Louie's Back Yard 
1545. The experience at our lodging was my favorite - we stayed at Conch Key Cottages.  

Wonderful!  Plus the locals were very welcoming. 
1546. Deep Sea Fishing 
1547. snorkeling and lobstering 
1548. The restaurants are top notch. The Inn at Key west was intimate and friendly. We 

look forward to next trip in May 2013! 
1549. Key West Bed & Breakfast 



1550. Hanging out on Duval Street 
1551. walking tour of old town 
1552. Kayaking around the Saddle Bunch Keys 
1553. trolly ride 
1554. Sunset at Mallory Sq. 
1555. bike riding 
1556. Biking around the island! 
1557. Theater of the Sea 
1558. We enjoyed the trolley tours very much, especially being able to get on/off at 

different stops 
1559. clear warm sea, carribbean feel 
1560. Fishing, our accommodations. The dolphin marina and cottages were great!! 
1561. Sunday brunch at Snapper's. 
1562. Using the KW Bar Card to explore new venues 
1563. Conch train 
1564. Mallory Square, turtle races at Turtle Kraals 
1565. fishing 
1566. Lodging- Stayed at Casa Marina- it was awesome 
1567. Fishing 
1568. lobster mini-season 
1569. Duval Street 
1570. Dry Tortugas Sea Plane Tour 
1571. snorkling 
1572. Dolphin Research Center 
1573. DuVal street and watching the sunset with all the people 
1574. snorkeling for lobster 
1575. Renting bicycles and exploring the area 
1576. Sitting on the pier at sunset at Cheeca Lodge 
1577. Cabana Breezes 
1578. Visit to Theater of the Sea 
1579. Coral Restoration Foundation 
1580. fishing 
1581. Paddleboarding in Key West 
1582. TRAFFIC 
1583. Attractio 
1584. walking the town of key west 
1585. Mallory Square Sunset Celebration 
1586. Taking the ghost tour over to the Fort to see Robert the Doll. 
1587. Schooner Wharf br 
1588. duval street, palm trees, clear water 
1589. The Christmas boat parades in Key Colony and Boot Key 
1590. Dolphin Research Center, Fort Zach., Mallory Square, Walking Duval. 
1591. sunsets 
1592. The fresh sea food is most memorable and the weather 
1593. Sunset Sail 
1594. the nightlife on Duval St. 
1595. DIving with Ocean Divers 
1596. Snorkling 
1597. attraction 
1598. The pool 
1599. Feeding tarpon at dock 
1600. Partying till 3 am at Sloppy Joe's-great band 
1601. Robbie's Tarpon Feed 
1602. DEDICATION PARTY FOR THE "AFRICAN QUEEN" 
1603. The old fort 
1604. Mallory Square 



1605. the beauty of the area 
1606. Hemingway House - A&B Lobster House - Galleon Resort 
1607. Robbie's 
1608. Watching sunset at sunset pier 
1609. OMG!  Everything.  I love the Keys! Loved Blue Heaven, loved seeing a band at the 

Green Parrot and loved seeing a friend that lives there 
1610. I always go to Mallory Square for the beautiful sunset. The scenery and the 

performers make it something unique. 
1611. Conch Train 
1612. MOTM 
1613. scuba diving 
1614. Mallory Square 
1615. Fury sunset cruise 
1616. The lodging was really great, restaurants also 
1617. event i attended 
1618. Visiting Bahia Honda State Park 
1619. Sombrero Beach 
1620. DINNING 
1621. Boat Excursion, Quiet Lodging. 
1622. diving 
1623. Mel Fisher 
1624. sunset champagne sails and Dry Tortugas 
1625. fishing 
1626. Relaxing and Dining 
1627. Hemingway House 
1628. Jet Ski 
1629. fishing 
1630. Fantasy Fest 2001 to 2011, and again this year 
1631. Deep sea fishing 
1632. the christmas boat festival in key west 
1633. Sunset Cruise 
1634. Mopeds, Wedding planning, Silver Palms Inn, Sunset Key, and Mallory Square 
1635. fantasy fest 
1636. Relaxing at Cheeka Lodge 
1637. Counch Tour Train 
1638. Lodging at Pine and palms 
1639. Chose one? The men singing at the pier during sunset were very good. 
1640. glassboat exp . shopping duval street / hop on hop off and key west tours 
1641. The Turtle Hospital, far and away the best attraction 
1642. short visit - cruise stop 
1643. Hemingway House, Aquarium, Sunset. 
1644. lodging at the Dewey House 
1645. watching the sunset over the ocean 
1646. ocean beach club 
1647. atocha silver museum 
1648. attraction 
1649. The different Key Largo breakfast places 
1650. Dry Tortugas ferry 
1651. Dry Tortugas National Park, Key deer, train ride around Key West, Key West 

Lighthouse, Southernmost Point, Duval St. 
1652. Lodging - love The Grand. 
1653. Key West Songwriters Festival 
1654. sunset in Mallory square 
1655. dinner at hotel 
1656. snorkeling 
1657. parasailing and walking the old bridge by Big Pine Key? 



1658. we visit at least once a year - on this trip - I would have to say taking the kids on the 
fury adventure. 

1659. Taking the boat from the Westin hotel to the Island for lunch at Latitudes 
1660. Parasailing 
1661. Lots of little shops and waterfront restaurants.  It's a festive Key. 
1662. EVERYTHING ABOUT THE KEY VERY VERY BEAUTIFUL  I WOULD LOVE TO 

LIVE THERE 
1663. Sundown at the Mallory Square 
1664. Diving the Vandenberg 
1665. Dolphin Research Center. 
1666. Pub Crawl 
1667. Fiesta Key RV Resort 
1668. boat ride 
1669. Jimmy Buffett playing live on Duval Street. 
1670. Expreience at the Bed and Breakfast we stayed at. 
1671. Riding bikes in Old Town 
1672. Parrot Head Convention 
1673. I love all of Key West except when it is Spring Break.  Loved the Shark Excursion we 

took. 
1674. Mallory Square sunset 
1675. snorkeling at Looe Key 
1676. Dewey House Bed & Breakfast 
1677. lighthouse 
1678. Sunset Cruise 
1679. duval st tour 
1680. Sunset Cruise 
1681. Got married at laxy Ways (not there anymore) 
1682. DINNER AT SHIPWRECKS BAR AND GRILL 
1683. renting a motorcycle and riding through the keys 
1684. Yellowtail fishing on the reef 
1685. great restaurants 
1686. Flea market 
1687. On  the last trip, I'd say Fury's Island Adventure tour was the most memorable 

followed closely by Brewfest 
1688. Meeting of the Minds 
1689. hard to pick just one thing... 
1690. house on canal and key west 
1691. on a cruise - just walked around 
1692. Snorkeling on the Blue Q 
1693. SAILBOAT SUNSET CRUISE 
1694. jet ski tour 
1695. Coco Plum Beach 
1696. mallory square at sunset 
1697. the fishing 
1698. dining al fesco on local shrimp 
1699. everything within walking distance or you can rent a bike 
1700. song writers festival 
1701. Loved the Hemingway House, and our stay at L'Habitation 
1702. Dry Tortugas 
1703. Boat ride and snorkeling at Fort Jefferson 
1704. Ate at Hogfish Grill 
1705. Pier house hotel 
1706. SNORKELING OFF THE REEF 
1707. Key West International Offshore Boat Races 
1708. Rum and Reggae boat trip 
1709. Artist house 



1710. Butterfly Museum 
1711. VRBO rental   great pool; near Dante restaurant which was great pool too 
1712. the feeling of being home 
1713. Wedding 
1714. key west bar scavenger hunt 
1715. great meal at italian restaurant 
1716. capt. tony days 
1717. eating downtown at an mainly open air finery 
1718. Butter Fly Mesume 
1719. FanrasyFest 
1720. parasailing 
1721. Duval Street 
1722. Enjoyed a band at Gilberts 
1723. Irish Kevins 
1724. FISHING! 
1725. 7 mile bridge run 
1726. Everthing 
1727. Stayed at a friend's house 
1728. DEEP SEA FISHING 
1729. sunset at mallory square 
1730. Fantacy Fest 
1731. Good fresh seafood 
1732. mallory square 
1733. site seeing 
1734. As repeat visitors, just being immersed in the culture and activity of Key West is the 

highlight. 
1735. Duval St atmosphere 
1736. Renting the little red electric car and driving all over the keys 
1737. 7 Mile Bridge Fishing 
1738. day sport package 
1739. shoping 
1740. Duval Street 
1741. ocean 
1742. Reef Relief 25th Anniversary Party 
1743. Just being there was the experience I was looking for. 
1744. parasailing 
1745. Visiting Fort Jefferson and staying at the Gardens Hotel 
1746. weather and lodging 
1747. scuba diving 
1748. fishing 
1749. Hogs Breath Hog Trot 5K 
1750. Sunset sail w Namaste 
1751. relaxing poolside after fishing with friends 
1752. Beach, restaurants 
1753. lobstering 
1754. Dinner Cruise, seafood dinners, just relaxing 
1755. Loved the annual songwriter's festival and I love staying at the Pier House Resort 
1756. lodging 
1757. Thursday night art fest 
1758. PARROT HEAD STREET PARTY IN KEY WEST 
1759. kayaking in the mangorves was awesome. 
1760. Thursday night art fest 
1761. The thing we enjoyed most was simply relaxing at our lodging, enjoying the water 

and wildlife in that area. 
1762. Shopping 
1763. the Giant Nautical Flea Market in Islamorada 



1764. Spending time on Duval Street watching people, shopping, visiting the many bars 
and nightclubs. 

1765. frequent diving trips 
1766. Sebago Island T'ng 
1767. Ocean Key Tiki Hut, Sloppy Joe's, Captain Tony's 
1768. Hemingway House and the pool at Lighthouse Court Inn 
1769. Lodging, resturants, shopping,sightseeing 
1770. Watching the Ford Focus race event 
1771. diving 
1772. Dining in the great restaurants 
1773. Dry tourugas NP 
1774. Danger Charters 
1775. NEWS YEAR EVE 
1776. The trip to Dry Tortugas 
1777. diving 
1778. Sunset booze cruise 
1779. fishing 
1780. THE BOARDWALK ENTERTAINMENT 
1781. Club Aqua - so much fun!! 
1782. Lobster Festival 
1783. snorkling 
1784. Dinning 
1785. snorkling 
1786. new years eve in KW 
1787. Shopping & eating on Duval Street 
1788. enjoyed Mallory Square and the treasure museum... 
1789. The great food and laid back atmosphere 
1790. Swimming with the dolphins at Theatre of the sea 
1791. Aquarium 
1792. Fury Catamaran trip 
1793. boat trip 
1794. attractions and lodging 
1795. Love the doubletree hotel 
1796. Free diving 
1797. Watching a shark from our balcony swim around our swimming area for the resort 
1798. The Conch Republic Bar - Loved and the Fury Sunset Cruise got engaged on there. 
1799. St. Pats Bar Stroll 2012 
1800. snorkeling 
1801. the atmosphere everywhere 
1802. sunset cruise 
1803. Kayaking through mangroves 
1804. The whole trip 
1805. sunset sail 
1806. Fishing in the Gulf of Mexico 
1807. Nightlife on Duval Str3eet 
1808. Lodging 
1809. seeing key deer right at my front door aty Old Wooden Bridge Cottages. that was 

awesome 
1810. sunset catamaran with dolphins following us 
1811. fishing 
1812. Dolphin's Plus 
1813. Been there many times, each time is special.  Love everything about Key West 
1814. Anniversary dinner watching the sun set over the gulf 
1815. wonderful hotel - Southernmost on the Beach 
1816. Night Deep Sea Fishing 



 
 
Q:  If you have been to The Florida Keys & Key West multiple times, what was it about 
the destination made you return? (Please be specific). 

1. 1/2 marathon and wine festival 
2. 22 summers in a row!  Snorleling, the beach, and the weather 
3. a place to relax and have fun. Good food. 
4. a place where we can relax and do nothing or go out and have a lot of fun.....its all good 
just wish they would clean up old town and do a bit more about tha homeless problems 
5. A sense of ""getting away"", relaxation, and the people are wonderful. 
6. ability to relax in a great place without the crowds 
7. Activities and lifestyle 
8. Activities, snorkeling, fishing, eating, relaxing, exploring 
9. After my first visit to the Keys, I left my heart in the Keys and my desire to hopefully live 
in the Keys 
10. aie base 
11. All things to do 
12. Ambiance ...the aromas.......historical attractions....    sunsets in Key West 
13. ambience, people, the whole wonderful mix 
14. Are you kidding? Laid back, breezes, warm water, sand between the toes, cold drinks, 
SEAFOOD, sunset, sunrise, the list goes on and on. 
15. As both you and I already know, Key West is like a small American town with a tropical 
flavor. I love the laid back atmosphere of being able to wander around all the bars and 
restaurants on the water. I've stayed in a private home, a timeshare property, a B&amp;B and a 
regular hotel. Can't wait to come back. 
16. At first, MOTM. Now it just feels like home away from home and I miss it when I am not 
able to visit every year or two. 
17. Atmoshpere 
18. Atmoshpere.  Ability to relax. 
19. atmosphere 
20. Atmosphere 
21. Atmosphere and every walk of life is accepted there. 
22. atmosphere and friendly/relaxing and relatively inexpensive for a great vacation 
23. atmosphere and people 
24. atmosphere and the beautiful places 
25. atmosphere everywhere 
26. Atmosphere of relaxation and fun 
27. Atmosphere, beautiful water, snorkeling, kayaking 
28. atmosphere, bridges, wildlife, activities 
29. Atmosphere, camping, and fishing 
30. atmosphere, food,lobstering, and just relaxing. 
31. atmosphere, shopping, sightseeing 
32. Atmosphere, the water. 
33. atmosphere, water, climate, shopping, attractions, family 
34. atmosphere, weather, relaxation, 
35. atmosphere,pace of life,experiencing the great variety of ""differnt things to do"" tropic 
enviornment, food, diving fishing, hungry tarpon, islander...... 
36. Atmosphere,thngs to do, cuisine and consistent weather 
37. Atmosphere. Can't get that in Memphis! 



38. Attitude 
39. Bahia Honda 
40. Bahia Honda Sandspur Beach and Deval Street in Key West! 
41. bars, music, sunshine, attitudes of the locals 
42. beach and sun and food 
43. Beaches, bars and local culture 
44. Beautiful and relaxing.  Friendly resort and great people. 
45. Beautiful drive over the water.Enjoyed our time there.Wanted our grandson to visit the 
Keys. 
46. Beautiful Place 
47. Beautiful scenery, snorkeling, relaxing 
48. beautiful scenery, sunrises and sunsets and the people 
49. Beautiful sencrey 
50. beautiful to drive through, wonderful dining experiences, great people 
51. Beautiful water  great seafood 
52. Beautiful water and laid back atmosphere. 
53. Beautiful water,relaxation 
54. Beautiful weather and uniqueness of the Keys. Also the beautiful City Park in Key Largo 
and the walking path there, as well as the friendly people there. 
55. Beauty and peacefulness. Great history and people. Perfect weather. Lessor expensive 
than Miami Beach or Ft Lauderdale! 
56. beauty of ocean 
57. beauty of the area 
58. beauty of the area, good food, decent value. 
59. Beauty, slower pace, relaxation, sunshine, water, friendly people, restaurants, smallness 
of it, festivals, querkiness about it, like going to the Caribbean without leaving the US.  I LOVE 
the Keys &amp; Key West!  Would live there if I could! 
60. Because it's a beautiful, peaceful place to be. 
61. been a long time since i been wife had never been 
62. Been there only once. 
63. Been to Key West on a cruise, but wanted to experience ALL of the Keys 
64. Being able to do things within a few hours of our home that we would have to travel 
many hours by airplane otherwise. 
65. Being in the Keys is like visiting another nation, even though you're still in the USA. That 
feeling of escapism and the small size of the town keeps me coming back. 
66. Being there allows me to relax and feel right at home, the stress feels as far away as the 
mainland when you drive all the way down US 1 to Key West. 
67. bicycling around the island and to events and attractions 
68. Blue water and sky, the enjoyable restaurants 
69. Bohemian lifestyle ...Truman annex 
70. Bought time-share in Marathon 
71. brought groups down to go sailing and to visit family and friends plus some good 
R&amp;R 
72. Came down 1st time in college in 1984 when I was 19.  It is like being on a carribean 
island but you are still in the United States.  Love all the various keys.  I always drive down from 
Ft. Lauderdale and make a stop at Alabama Jacks on Key Largo.  I know I am on vacation when 
I sip that first cocktail and have my 1st order of conch fritters of the week.  I ALWAYS find 
something new to do on each visit.  Last year was The Dry Tortugas,  Even bought a timeshare 
at Coconut Beach Resort in KW 2 years ago.  Love when I make it down for the Fantasy Fest 
Parade, Meeting of the Minds and The Off Shore Boat races.  Coming down Nov 1 for 10 days.  
Can't wait! 



73. Can walk everywhere, fun bars, sunset festival, and liberal minded people, and 
awesome landscaping all around the neighborhoods.  It makes me want to retire there. And I 
am no where near retirement age. Something to dream about :) 
74. Can't really explain, just feel like I am ""home"" and relaxed when I am there 
75. Carefree 
76. Casual life style, friendly people, weather 
77. Changes in latitudes... 
78. city of key west and nightlife/food and fishing, sailing, and boating. Also the shopping! 
79. clean, peacefull, excellent fishing &amp; food.  weather. 
80. CLIMAT, LOCATION 
81. climate 
82. climate and scuba diving 
83. Climate, culture, the ocean, nightlife and the laid back atmosphere. Its also a plus that 
the keys are in the USA 
84. climate,,fishing,,relaxation cold weather back home 
85. Climate..people..food..  I grew up camping in the florida keys every year over the 
Christmas holidays with my family and try yo come back every year 
86. CLOSE PROXIMITY TO HOME; ACTIVITIES AND NIGHT LIFE 
87. Close to home but feels like a vacation every time we come. Love the water and the 
quiet, the people we've met have become friends. 
88. comfortable vibe, lots to do and good weather 
89. Cruise destination,  Key Lime Shots and Pie.   My Husband and I love it all! 
90. Culture, food and reef 
91. daughter &amp; friends 
92. Different atmosphere, weather, lots of shopping and other things to do. 
93. Different Cities, Activities, Restaurants, Fishing, Pet Friendly, Lots of State Parks 
94. different vibe, various scuba diving locations 
95. different, climate, ambiance 
96. diving 
97. Diving 
98. diving &amp; pool &amp;food &amp; people 
99. Diving and Key West 
100. Diving and live music. 
101. diving and snorkeling at a good price 
102. Diving in Key Largo -- Reefs and Wrecks    Service of Quiescence Diving 
103. DIVING IN UPPER KEYS AND BAR HOPPING IN KEY WEST. 
104. Diving is by far superior to any other location in Florida.  Since I can drive it's a plus. 
105. Diving is good there 
106. Diving, Destinations, Beauty 
107. Diving, Laid back lifestyle, Weather and at the top of the list would be the crab stuffed 
chicken brest @ HOBO'S, Key Largo. 
108. Diving, lifestyle, area, people. 
109. Diving, pet freindly, restaurants that are pet friendly 
110. diving, relaxation, ambiance, easy to get to. 
111. Diving, slow pace of life, being near the ocean, friendly sincere people. 
112. diving/snorkling 
113. dog friendly, bike or walk everywhere 
114. Duval Street, the freedom and decadence of unadulterated leizure. 
115. Duvall St 
116. EACH KEY IS A DESTINATION IN ITS OWN RIGHT WITH ITS OWN ATMOSPHERE 
AND PERSONALITY 



117. Easilly accessible and affordable diving/tropical retreat from Canada. Routinely have 
great experiences there. Now considering buying property there. 
118. Easy access to the water 
119. Easy to get to from the mainland-  Beautiful colors of the water-  Great food and people- 
120. Ended up moving here:) 
121. Enjoy the relaxing atmosphere. 
122. ENJOYED THE ATMOSPHERE - A WONDERFUL TO PLACE TO VISIT 
123. ENJOYED THE LIFESTYLE 
124. Enjoyed the people and the general atmosphere 
125. Enjoying breakfast at Pepe's then walking to Duval St, along the waterfront, where we 
walk up and down, enjoying the shops and people watching. 
126. events, musicians, entertainment. 
127. everglads 
128. everthing - people, atmosphere, activities 
129. Every thing! 
130. everything 
131. Everything 
132. everything, weather, water, people, drinking, food, adventure, sunsets 
133. Everything! 
134. Everything! I love the Keys. From Key West to Key Largo. It's my favorite place in the 
world. I'm a big Hemingway fan too....maybe it's Papa's fault. 
135. Everything! People,places, atmosphere! Everything! 
136. Everything!,,,, driving the 7 mile bridge the first time is a breathtaking,  Life changing 
experience 
137. Everything!! 
138. Everything. Love the area 
139. everything....it is a fabulous place to be 
140. Facilities, Price, Local People 
141. family 
142. Family 
143. Family and not being judged by anyone and they like dogs 
144. Family owns property there.  Get the best of both worlds - partying in Key West, relaxing 
in both Key West and Marathon 
145. Family, weather, scenery, relaxed lifestyle 
146. fantastic people, great weather, very affordable, great for our foster children , your 
culture 
147. FANTASTIC, FUN, FABULOUS! 
148. fantasy fest 
149. father was in the navy and stationed there and I went to one year highschool in Key 
West. Lot's of memeries. 
150. Feel like in the islands but still om US 
151. feeling of being in a tropical place with little care about work, etc.  just a great place to 
visit 
152. Feeling of peace 
153. Feeling of the Keys lifestyle and the amazing colors of the water, and the breezes (smell 
of salt water) 
154. Feeling safe and welcomed as a gay couple 
155. feels like old fl 
156. Fell in live with scenery and atmosphere and activities 



157. Fell in love with the keys when I was stationed at Boca Chiica naval air station 1969-70. 
Have been coming there every year sometimes twice a year. All ways find new and interesting 
things to do and see like to learn the history 
158. First time and will return! 
159. First time for a wedding  next time for fun 
160. First visit 
161. fishing 
162. Fishing 
163. fishing and boating exploring mangroves in my Kayak 
164. Fishing and dining 
165. Fishing and dining and the available economical accomodations. 
166. Fishing and having fun---getting away from everyday life! 
167. fishing and the easy life style 
168. Fishing climate things 2 do 
169. fishing diving, lobstering, relaxing.dining out, fun times with friends 
170. FISHING IN MARATHON DUCK KEY 
171. Fishing, great weather, slower pace and life style. 
172. fishing, laid-back atmosphere 
173. Fishing, Lobstering, Diving, Snorkeling, Boating,  Places to eat, slow pace life style, 
artists 
174. fishing, sunshine and the drive 
175. Fishing, temperature, food and kayaking 
176. fishing, weather and the relaxed lifestyle 
177. Fishing,food and lifestyle 
178. Fishing,snorkeling,swimming 
179. FISHING!!! 
180. Food and awesome people 
181. food and fun 
182. Food and historic sites 
183. food and weather 
184. Food, climate, things to do, fishing 
185. Food, drink, activities, people, atmosphere, beautiful sunsets, 
186. Food, fishing, relaxation 
187. Food, food, food, shopping, art and my son moved to key west. 
188. Food, lifestyle and weather 
189. Food; but NOT some of the people. 
190. For my family, the Florida Keys is a great place to do anything you want, or nothing at 
all. It's all up to us, and we find the Keys very relaxing. 
191. Free spirit atmosphere 
192. Freedom of my GAY LIFESTYLE. Wish it was as gay as in the 80's &amp; 90's. What 
happened? 
193. Friendly locals and relaxed lifestyle. 
194. friendly people, great climate, great food, fun activities 
195. Friendly, layed back atmosphere. 
196. Friends 
197. Friends and activities 
198. Friends location 
199. friends, activities, weather 
200. friends,food,activities,flea market(big pine),warm weather 
201. From the moment I set foot on the keys many years ago I knew that is where I want to 
be.  It is complete paradise without leaving the US. 



202. Ft. Zachary Park &amp; DuVall Street 
203. fun 
204. Fun 
205. FUN 
206. fun and fishing 
207. fun and relaxation 
208. fun and relaxed atmosphere 
209. Fun and Sun 
210. Fun environment 
211. fun place duval street 
212. fun place that other family members had not been 
213. Fun place to go 
214. Fun things to do and the people 
215. Fun, beauty 
216. Fun, food, boating. 
217. Fun, friends, beauty, funkiness 
218. fun, great get away. close to home 
219. Fun, laid back atmosphere and wonderful people! 
220. Fun, laid back. 
221. fun,fun,fun 
222. Get away &amp; feel like your in another world 
223. going with new people 
224. good camping places at good price 
225. Good fishing and friends I made with the boat captains 
226. Good fit for me and always enjoyable 
227. Good food and drink, relaxed atmosphere, no theme parks and no screaming kids. But 
the big plus was lovely people. 
228. good food and laid back atmosphere 
229. good previous experience - from camping to staying in B&amp;B's in Key West - a true 
Florida experience.  Even though Key West is losing its bohemian touch (too many yuppies, 
chain stores and cruise ships) it's still the place to unwind. 
230. Good times, meeting different people, eating the local fare. Suntsets ans sunrise. 
231. good weather, sunshine and Nascar 
232. Gorgeous weather, tropical feel, the most beautiful water.  Small.  Easy to walk and bike 
everywhere.  Colorful locals and local stories. Artsy. We've been everywhere from California to 
Greece and beyond and still it's our favorite place to be. 
233. Gorgeous, relaxing, not like any place else I've been, family and friends live there. 
234. Great atmosphere in the guest house, the bars and restaurants, the fantastic weather, 
gay friendly and the people 
235. Great destination for the money.  We meet the same people there year after year.  It's 
become a growing circle of friends we can't wait to see each year! 
236. Great diving, mostly nice people 
237. Great diving. 
238. great fishing, laid back atmosphere, party in key west! 
239. great fod,bars. laidback lifestyle 
240. great peopl key lime pi 
241. Great weather, relaxing, great places to eat on the water.  Only one road so you can't 
get lost..... 
242. grew up in key west and enjoy bring down friends and my grown children to see what 
and where I grew up 
243. had a great time---so we wanted to return 



244. Had been there during the day only on cruise ships and wanted to experience the night 
life. 
245. Had family in the Keys that we went to visit at least once a year. Since they have left the 
Keys, we still visit to go fishing about once every 2 years. 
246. had only been there once for a day and wanted to spend more time there 
247. haha. That's a loaded question. The entire place makes we want to return 
248. Have a boat down there 
249. Have been in Key Largo and Islamorada several times. reason for return is dive 
operators and affordable lodging options. 
250. Have family members living there 
251. have only been there once but we are planning to go back within the next year if 
possible. 
252. Have only been to Key West once but am certainly looking forward to a return trip! 
253. Hawks Cay Resort 
254. Hawks cay, dry tortugas, Casa marina, dolphin research center, john pennecamp 
255. Heaven on Earth! We plan on continuing to make it an annual trip. 
256. Hemingway House...the cats were calling &gt;^..^&lt; 
257. Hemingways Days and Fantasy Fest 
258. historic area(Hemingway, pirates) art galleries...bistros...Mallory square 
259. history , architecture , art, partying , girls, it's just great! 
260. history , fishing 
261. Home hunting and purchase. 
262. Honestly Key West is the only destination i have felt truly at peace and relaxed. 
263. I always feel like I'm on vacation when I am there. The water is breathtaking. Since I'm 
from there and still know residents, I always enjoy going to places I know as well as new places 
they recommend. 
264. I came as a child.  I wanted to share the experiences with my children. 
265. I don't want to be anywhere else. I like the laid-back atmosphere, the wonderful eateries 
and the weather. 
266. I enjoy my vacations there. 
267. I enjoy the atmosphere 
268. I enjoy the laid back lifestyle and the ease of getting around the island 
269. I enjoy the layed back atmosphere and the climate 
270. I enjoy the relaxed party atmosphere. 
271. I feel comfortable in Key West.  It's my favorite place to be and when we go there, we 
don't really have to plan or research things to do, places to go, places to eat, etc. 
272. I feel comfortable there and hope to make this my retirement home. 
273. I feel like I am where I belong when I visit. I always descover something new about 
myself when in Key West. It feels apart of me. 
274. I feel like I'm a million miles from home, I forget I'm in the USA - weather, ocean 
275. I feel like I'm truly on vacation in the keys. 
276. I feel like Key West is home. I enjoy the arts &amp; freedom to be who you are!  It has 
the taste &amp; smell of freedom for all human beings - everything is OK except for hurting 
&amp; hating. 
277. I feel that I am an old soul who has lived on Key West several times in the past. 
278. I feel that I belong there,and I hope to buy a condo there sometime in the future. 
279. i fell in love with the keys. 
280. I felt like I was home and we belonged in the keys 
281. I grew up in Key West and frequently go back to visit family &amp; friends. I love Key 
West! 
282. I have always had a great time ther and have been going there since 1974 



283. I have been coming down for 19 years now! 
284. I have been coming down to KW on at least an annual basis since 1998 when Meeting 
of the Minds first moved down to KW from New Orleans. 
285. i have friends who live in marathon   we have a great time every time we see them 
286. I have spent many vacations in the key from Key West to Key Largo.  I love the water, 
fishing, diving, snorkeling, the KW Duval crawl and my timeshare in Key Largo.  The dining is 
also not bad, especially The Fish House and Hobo's. 
287. I just fell in love with the laid back way of life. I love the water and all the sun! 
288. i just love it 
289. I just love the Keys way of life! 
290. I just loved the atmosphere, the weather, the food,  everything about the Keys.  I would 
love to live in the  Keys 
291. I like the area 
292. I like the atmosphere; meteorlogically and attitude. 
293. I like the island time feel.  It is slower than the north east.  The people are enjoyable, the 
food is fantastic and Bahia Honda is my favorite place on earth. 
294. I liked the fishing and diving. Some of the restaurants are also very good. 
295. I live in FL, but the keys are the best place to get away and have fun! 
296. I live in Fouth Florida  so it's definitely the laid back atmosphere 
297. I live in Indiana. I have a sister in Ft Lauderdale. My Aunt from Texas has a timeshare in 
Key West. If I fly to Ft Lauderdale and drive to Key West, I get to see tons of out-of-state family! 
298. I live in South Florida so it's a great vacation close to home. Enjoy the restaurants, 
museums, and water activities. 
299. I live the diving there in the Keys, i go every year for a week to the keys and from MM 1 
tro MM 102. 
300. I lived there and love it.  I may return. Family illnesses caused me to move. 
301. I love being close to the water and the vibe in the Keys is second to none. The fishing in 
the Keys is as good as anywhere that I have ever been and that is an important part of our trip. 
302. I love everything about key West 
303. i love everything about the keys 
304. I love everything about the Keys. Would love to live there some day. 
305. i love everything to do with the water theres no place like the fla keys in the world 
306. I love it there, laid back and very water centered, love the locals 
307. I LOVE IT! 
308. I Love Key Largo to Key West all places. Laid back, beautiful, great fishing/boating. Love 
waterfront restaurants and have stayed at different hotels to experience new things every year 
for the past 10 years. 
309. I LOVE KEY WEST 
310. I love Key West and the pace of life, the beautiful Gulf and the beauty of the island, plus 
all the activities available. 
311. I love the atmosphere and the ocean 
312. I love the beauty of the ocean and the sky. The food is fabulous and it is all in the USA! 
313. I love the casual environment,  you can go casual or dress it up and find something to 
entertain you. 
314. I love the casual, laid back atmosphere and demeanor of Key West and it's residents.  I 
am considering living there some day (possibly retirement). 
315. I love the climate and the atmosphere of the islands. 
316. I love the conch republic and have so since 1978 
317. I love the Island Lifestyle and enjoy to being in, on, or around the water. 
318. I love the Keys 
319. I love the keys life and weather and the ocean is a mystery I love to check  out 



320. I love the keys-they are beautiful and always a relaxing and fun vacation.  From the night 
light in Key West to a much quieter life in the mid to upper keys.  Love the island attitude, 
people and activites.  Dry Tortugas, Light House, Little White House, the state parks, deer key, 
etc. 
321. I love the Keys. It is 3 hours from my house. So tropical and differnent. 
322. I love the keys.I retire from C.E.S in Key West 
323. I love the laid back pace, the friendly people and the seafood.  Also, love being outdoors 
- walking, swimming, snorkeling, golfing. 
324. I love the laid back, come as you are attitude! 
325. I love the layed back slow pace and friendly people.  Most of all I love the water. 
326. I love the lifestyle 
327. I love the peacefulness and laid back lifestyle of Marathon.  The beaches are beautiful 
and the people are always nice. 
328. I love the people, the fun, the weather...if I could fine productive employment I would 
Move there! 
329. I love the people, the weather &amp; the laid-back lifestyle. 
330. I love the tropical atmosphere.  IT's still the United States, but I feel like i'm on an island 
in the middle of nowhere, not to mention how friendly everyone is there, and how much fun I 
always have every time I go! 
331. I love the tropical feel without having to leave the US. I love the people, the history, the 
architecture-- the open air bars, the amazing restaurants, the quirkiness, the artists 
332. I love the unique atmosphere (and everything else about it)! 
333. I love the water in the Keys. Diving, snorkling and just relaxing 
334. I love the water, warm breezes, and the laid back people who still know how to have 
fun!!! 
335. I love the water,snorkeling,scuba diving.  Love the drive down there from Miami where 
my friend lives.  Feels like the Carribean but a lot easier to get to. 
336. i love the weather, the atmosphere, the lifestyle and the water 
337. I loved the carefree, tropical environment and wanted to come back. 
338. I lovethe lifestyle and ease of travel 
339. I really love ""Old Florida"" and the laid back atmosphere. 
340. I think the Florida Keys is Paradise.  The diving in Loo Key is awesome,  the fishing in 
Islamorada is exceptional, and the locals welcome me. 
341. I very much look forward to staying at Ambrosia Too, Sunset Celebration and just 
relaxing 
342. I want to live there. 
343. I want to return because it was a magical vacation like I'd never experienced before. 
344. I was born in Key West 
345. I was there before on a temporary duty assignment with the Navy. I wanted to show my 
husband the area. 
346. I'd been there years and years ago, and never forgot it. In fact, now that I am older we 
are thinking of relocating there! We love the vibe. 
347. I'm doing research on moving to the Keys 
348. I've always felt like I'm at home even though I live somewhere else. 
349. I've only been once and it was only to Key West. I really want to explore other parts of 
the Keys and hopefully reside there in the future. 
350. I've only been once, but I plan on returning again and again. 
351. I've traveled the world for many years, primarily for business.  I would prefer Key West 
over all of those travels.  The people, the environment, the food, the beautiful properties and the 
overall pleasant feeling in Key West. 
352. Ideal diving 



353. Im from Illinois so I vacation there in December and January. Love the Caribbean feel of 
the Keys without leaving the U.S. 
354. In a nutshell... everything.  I have travelled quite a bit throughout my life and have never 
visited a place that is so warm and welcoming. 
355. In my opinion, there is no place more beautiful than the Keys.  I've traveled Europe and 
other than Greece and Capri, the waters in the Keys can't be beat.  The people are friendly, 
happy to have us there, and the food....Key West Ice Cream can't be beat!  We stay and eat at 
different places each time we go because it's a learning experience.  My favorite part of Key 
West is the Southern Most Point monument.  I have pictures with my children and now my 
granddaughter since 2008!  It's our tradition.  The Keys are our tradition.  I stayed there on my 
honeymoon in 1979...the Casa Marina.  I can still remember the bell boy Bruce.  He made our 
trip memorable!  For my 60th birthday, my daughters took 5 of my closest friends and myself to 
Key Largo.  We had a blast!  We snorkeled in Pennekamp (first time for my granddaughter, she 
was 7).  We had a blast!  I recommend the Keys to all my friends from ""Up North"".  When I 
have company, I make it a point to bring them to the Keys.  Key West is my favorite destination, 
but anywhere in the Keys is fine with me!  Bahia Honda, oh, I can't forget Mangrove Mama's!  
Every time we got to a restaurant we ""taste"" the Key Lime Pie, just to compare it to the Roof 
Top Cafe's!  I must say, Fury has the best value for the boat trips.  We enjoy the snorkeling 
sunset cruise, practically every time we go!  You can NEVER get enough of the Keys! 
356. Initially the Put-in-Bay Music Fest where entertainers, boaters, and business owners, 
and many others come down for a great party.  We see many friends we have not seen all 
winter.  I visited in August of this year because I wanted to experience the water activities.  The 
music fest is in Feb. and the water is not as warm. 
357. initially, to see more of the lower keys, but now, we return because we bought a time-
share there 
358. injoying time with friends and fishing 
359. Inviting others to share experience while visiting Florida 
360. Islamorada 
361. ISLAMORADA AND KEY WEST 
362. Islamorada is my favorite because it has the perfect blend of wildlife, history, scenic 
views, waterfront dining, bars, restaurants and shops.  Duval Street is the best but it's too far to 
travel on a regular basis for me. 
363. Islamorada!! Just perfect! 
364. island atmosphere 
365. Island atmosphere, food, people 
366. Island life on the mainland! 
367. island time. duval st 
368. It feels like home 
369. It feels like the Caribbean, but still in the USA. 
370. It feels so different from home (Chicago) without leaving the US. 
371. It has everything we like. The people  (mostly locals ) are very friendly and make us feel 
like family. The good food and entertainment . 
372. It is a beautiful place to visit. 
373. It is a combination of inspiration, I am an artist and I have done many paintings of the 
Hemingway House ,gardens and cats.I love the gallerys and the laid back creative local people. 
I enjoy being in such a lush tropical atmosphere with beautiful blue water, without having to 
leave the country.I could go on, but I am starting to get depressed not being there! 
374. it is a great and relaxing and carefree place to visit, where i dont have to leave the 
country. sun and sand and good food and many water activities to do. 
375. It is a great place to vacation. I cannot wait to go again. 



376. It is a laid back, friendly place that allows you to go at your own pace.  My family and I 
love the restaurants and people! 
377. It is a place I can travel to with my husband, without flying, and without our children, 
where we can jsut relax and enjoy our time together. 
378. It is a very relaxing destination - a great way to relieve any stress one might have! 
379. It is an island destination where you can relax, or you can go out and have amazing fun 
shopping, drinking, listening to music or going to Mallory Square. We also discovered the 
fabulous beach at the State Park. 
380. It is at the end of the road 
381. It is awesome 
382. It is beautiful, fun, and interesting. I went diving in the Keys many years ago and had 
always wanted to return to experience the local life. 
383. It is beautiful, the people are extremely welcoming and we have friends who live in 
Grassy Key 
384. it is close to home (Fort Lauderdale) and very dog friendly (we have two dogs). love the 
food, the activities and the laid back feel of Key West. 
385. it is fun 
386. It is just a different way of life. The activities, the bars, the food. Key West is just 
wonderful 
387. It is like stepping in to another world.  The locals are wonderful and I love the unique 
atmosphere. 
388. It is liking being out of the country without being out of the coulntry. The laid back 
experience. 
389. It is our favorite place to be :)   Awesome people, great atmosphere 
390. it is relaxing  and fun  laid back atmosphere 
391. It is relaxing!!! 
392. It is so beautiful and the food is amazing 
393. It is so relaxing and we love the locals! 
394. it is so relaxing, we like to go there to unwind 
395. It is so unique and beautiful.  I can relax here 
396. it is the closest thing in the U.S. to a true tropical island 
397. It is very Caribbean and it is the lifestyle I would like to eventually live. 
398. It vibrates different then the rest of the world... Laid back, yet exciting... I will continue to 
return every chance I get until I can move here permanantly. 
399. It was as if visiting another way  of life. Would move there, but is too far from major 
medical facilities. 
400. It was my dream retirement destination...was stationed there with the Navy 1961 and 
1962 
401. It was were we spent our honeymoon, so we're sure to revisit Key West! 
402. It's a ""nearby"" getaway.  I relax in the Keys. 
403. It's a beautiful place with incredible people. I am not from Florida but I always feel like 
I've come home in the Keys. 
404. it's a place I would love to live 
405. It's a relaxed, unique place to visit and I enjoy scuba diving. 
406. It's always beautiful and there are always new experiences. 
407. It's as far from where I live and work as I can get.  And closer to where and how I want to 
live.  Just being in a place with such a rich and interesting history and such a diverse lifestyle 
makes me feel at ease.  I can relax.  It's like coming home. 
408. It's awesome... Best vacation spot ever 
409. it's awesome...laid back tropical lifestyle 
410. it's beautiful &amp; fun 



411. It's close, different scenery and events, different venues, exploring new areas and just 
getting away. 
412. It's hard to explain.  I love it there.  I wish I could afford to move there 
413. It's just a beautiful laid back place. 
414. it's Key West . 
415. It's laid back atmosphere. It's unique. 
416. It's like another world and I love the atmosphere, free's up your inner spirit. 
417. It's my absolute favorite place, &amp; I intend to live in the Keys eventually. 
418. IT'S MY FAVORITE PLACE ON EARTH! 
419. It's relaxing, tropical, low key but able to party. Everyone is nice. 
420. It's so laid back, and fits who we are as people. We'd live there if it wasn't so expensive! 
421. It's somewhat hard to describe...I love the feeling that Key West gives me when I am 
there. I feel like I am supposed to be there; like I belong there! 
422. It's the American Carribean. Island atmosphere without the hassle. 
423. it's the closest you can get to the Caribbean without a passport.Love the fresh seafood, 
love the laid-back pace of the area, but yet with plenty of things to keep us occupied, especially 
in Key West. 
424. It's the Keys! 
425. It's the most wonderful place in the world 
426. It's unique and exciting and beautiful 
427. its a great ride from miami to the keys loved stopping all along the way love the tarpans 
at robbys 
428. Its a vacation destination close to home and I still feel like I can get away 
429. Its a very relaxing laid back feel 
430. its always fun! 
431. Its beauty and the friendly people....a feeling we all associate with home/family 
432. its just a fun, relaxing place to go 
433. Its just a great place to be. Moving there this year. 
434. Its just like Paradise to me !  I'm born / raised in Ohio, and would like to move to the keys 
someday. 
435. Its KEY WEST,, what else is there???    You can use that,, 
436. Its like going to the Caribbean (Virgin Islands, Caymans, etc), but the plane ride is 
shorter and you're still in the US. 
437. its my favorite vacation place 
438. Its my home away from home. I love the shopping, dining, sightseeing,the color of the 
ocean the beautiful sunsets. 
439. Its paradise. No better place on earth. Great memories. 
440. Its pure paradise to me! 
441. Its tropical appeal, friendliness of natives, nice weather, and adventure 
442. its tropical without having to leave the US 
443. its very unusual, had good memories 
444. J love how relaxed it is.  My husband and I have very stressfull jobs. When we get to 
Key West we totally relax. 
445. just a fun getaway from Tampa Bay 
446. just an enjoyable place to go. 
447. Just having fun 
448. just liked the whole gig from pool, bar hopping, music, and all other ""activities 
449. Just love being in the Keys. The whole environment 
450. Just love how laid back it is 
451. Just love it in the Keys, thinking about retiring there. 
452. just love the atmosphere 



453. just love the atmosphere..... 
454. just love the atomsphere there 
455. Just love the island without leaving the states and all the unique people living and 
visiting the Keys 
456. Just love the scenery, walking the streets and looking at houses, the beaches, the 
attitude - the beauty and the spirit 
457. Just love the vibe and the laid back atmosphere. Beautiful 
458. Just love visiting the different Islands. Enjoy visiting Biha Honda and fun in Key West, 
Marathon for snorkeling / diving. We will cont to return. 
459. Just once, but cant wait to go back. It gives the feeling of being away from everything. 
460. Just the atmosphere and the ability to just kick back and relax,  I love it there and will 
return again for sure.  Maybe next time with friends, as well. 
461. Just the beauty of it all.  Shopping, food, scenery. 
462. Just the Keys, the life style, the people, the uniqueness of the Keys 
463. just the thought of being on an island in the USA that is so tropical 
464. just to get away that a different place but where we can drive too. 
465. K WSET 
466. Key Weat  just keys close to Miami 
467. key west 
468. Key west 
469. Key West 
470. Key West has just been my wife and my place to go to, our vacation place. 
471. Key West is relaxing and yet a lot of fun. 
472. Key west is so laid back and relaxing, yet fun. Lots to do, and also great that you can 
walk everywhere.  Love the amounts of different types of bars and restaurants, and the amazing 
views of the sunset. 
473. Key West is the most amazing place.  I had lived in Florida previously in Lakeland.  
When my husband and I had started dating he said for us to go on a vacation to Key West.  
Admittedly I didn't want to go.  I figured I'd been to Florida and lived there...how could it be 
different?  I was totally WRONG!!!  Time just stops there.  I don't wear a watch there.  I can 
literally travel for a week with a carry on of flip flops and bathing suits. It is the most relaxing 
place I have ever been and the people couldn't be more friendly.  My husband and I loved it so 
much we got married there in Sept 2010.  This year we took our family vacation there.  We'll be 
back again next September.  I would recommded it over and over again!!! 
474. Key west is very unique.  Lots of history and many things to do in a small area.  Can 
walk/bike to so many activities. 
475. Key West- debauchery   Key Largo-Snappers  Islamorada- relaxation 
476. key west- love it there!! 
477. Key West--the architecture and the sense of being in the tropics 
478. Key West!!!! 
479. Keys lifestyle, sun, fishing 
480. Kicked back and relaxing 
481. lack of commercialism. 
482. laid back 
483. Laid back and fun lifestyle 
484. laid back and relaxed atmosphere...PARADISE 
485. laid back and safe 
486. Laid back and the beauty 
487. laid back area, great restaurants and multiple water excursions, love key west 
488. laid back atmosphere 
489. Laid back atmosphere 



490. laid back atmosphere and the people in general 
491. Laid back atmosphere and the sunsets 
492. Laid back atmosphere and variety of recreation and entertainment options. 
493. laid back atmosphere---close proximity to everything------sense of 'just being' and not 
having to do anything special 
494. Laid back atmosphere, beautiful water, key west night life 
495. laid back atmosphere, beauty of area, fun places to see. 
496. Laid back atmosphere, can walk or bike everywhere, great restaurants and a variety of 
things to do. 
497. Laid back atmosphere, friendly people 
498. Laid back atmosphere, lots of water activities 
499. LAID BACK ATMOSPHERE, NOT AS TOURISTY AS MAINLAND FL. 
500. Laid back atmosphere, warm winter temps 
501. Laid back attitude  Ease of getting around   Weather  Bars  restaurants  Sunsets  sailing 
502. Laid back attitude and weather. 
503. Laid back attitude, freedom to be gay 
504. Laid back attitude.  Tropical ambiance.  Great bars! 
505. Laid back carefree friendly lifestyle and atmosphere 
506. Laid back environment, great people, awesome weather 
507. Laid back lifestyle 
508. laid back lifestyle and weather 
509. laid back lifestyle, affordable, scenery 
510. Laid back lifestyle, fresh seafood, many activities and places to visit. Each little key has 
it's own personality 
511. Laid back lifestyle, interesting dining, recreation opportunities, history of the place 
512. Laid back lifestyle, interesting peoplegood resturants 
513. Laid back lifestyle, proximity to ocean, wildlife viewing. 
514. Laid back lifestyle. 
515. laid back party atmosphere 
516. LAID BACK PARTY VIBE,FRIENDLY LOCALS AND IF YOU CAN""T HAVE FUN 
THERE, YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 
517. Laid back vacation. Food &amp; drink. Comfortable Inns to stay at. Can walk to most 
everything. 
518. Laid back way of life.  Friendly people. 
519. laid back, beautiful water, frendly people, good food, great history,terrific fishing. The 
keys has it all. 
520. laid back, friendly and very enjoyable experiences 
521. Laid back, open lifestyle. Relaxing atmosphere. 
522. Laid Back...  Warm Weather 
523. laid-back atmosphere &amp; lots of things to do 
524. Laid-back lifestyle, warm weather, photo opportunities 
525. Laid-back pace of life.  Ability to sail, bike, walk everywhere! 
526. Laidback lifestyle 
527. Layback adult environment! 
528. Layed back, good times 
529. Leisure time, laid back but action in Key West if you want it. 
530. Let me count the ways...food[Flaming Buoy, Sara Beth's, Louie's Back Yard etc], the 
bars [Green Parrot, Capt. Tony's etc.] the upper Keys [Key Largo] No Name Bar, Big Pine. Like 
the man said, ""Don't get me started. 
531. life slows down! 
532. Life style 



533. life style and the people 
534. Life styles 
535. lifestyle 
536. lifestyle and fun 
537. LIfestyle, Old Florida, tropical Island setting, boating diving and Schooner's Wharf Bar 
538. LIFESTYLE, WEATHER 
539. Lifestyle, weather, water, restaurants, overall relaxation 
540. Lifestyle.  All things that is the Keys. 
541. Lifstyle,  people, sun, fun 
542. Lighthouses.  Adult entertainment. History.  Ocean air.  Sunrises and Sunsets. 
543. Like the ambiance, the people, the eateries, how easy it is to find live music. 
544. like the fishing and the way of life 
545. Liked the island atmosphere, but still connected to the US 
546. Live and work in South Miami. 
547. Live it and the comfortable feeling you have when u get there 
548. Lived in Miami years ago and would go to the keys alot.  Took my wife and daughter 
several times for them to experience the keys laid back lifestyle.  We now live in the Atlanta 
area. 
549. Lobster season, lifestyle, scenery, climate, water life.  Been there 12 - 15 times. 
550. Lobsterfest , fantasyfest, fun beautiful place 
551. Local beauty, snorkeling, fishing, tropical weather 
552. local culture 
553. Local life style-great food-cold beer- 
554. Local vibe 
555. Locals 
556. location 
557. Location and diving 
558. location in the middle keys 
559. Location of hotel 
560. Location weather and friends we made 
561. Location, fishing, good food 
562. Location, weather, people. 
563. location/weather 
564. Lodging, atmosphere, people, weather 
565. Lots of great food and things to do and great weather. 
566. Love being near the ocean 
567. Love everything about it...  Atmosphere, people,etc 
568. Love for the drive down the keys. Stopping at some fun stops along the way.Enjoying 
the feel of the Keys. 
569. Love how quickly I'm destressed, relaxed, and part of the overall atmosphere of KW. We 
can find quiet when we wish or all the activity we could want. LOVE IT !! 
570. love islands, &amp; the reef, easy to get around and just ride a bike, love sunset at 
mallory sq. you are lacking for a dull moment : )  so much to do and see 
571. love it 
572. Love it there it is so relaxing for my family we will be back asap 
573. Love it, the life style people and weather! 
574. Love it. We bought a boat and now have it docked at the city marina so we can return 
almost every weekend! 
575. Love key west 
576. Love love the keys 
577. Love the ability to walk everywhere, and have lots of bars and restaurants to go to. 



578. Love the area and have an affordable place to stay while we are there. 
579. Love the area and love getting away for cold weather. 
580. love the area; stay at pier house 
581. love the atmosphere 
582. Love the atmosphere, activities, vibe, scenery 
583. love the atmosphere, very relaxing 
584. LOVE THE ATMOSPHERE,PEOPLE AND IT TO ME IS THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
RELAXING PLACE IN THE WORLD,MAKES ME HAPPY :) 
585. Love the atmostshere, people... especially @ Eden House, Danger 
586. love the attitude of the town and beauty of the water 
587. Love the beautiful water, laid back atmosphere, and friendly people.  It is truly a relaxing 
vacation! 
588. Love the beautiful water, laid back casual atmosphere and friendly people 
589. Love the beauty, the weather - everything! 
590. Love the climate and atmosphere 
591. love the drive 
592. Love the fishing, diving, and bar scene! 
593. Love the funky attitude, architecture, food, water sports, bars, weather. 
594. love the keys 
595. Love the Keys 
596. Love the Keys atmoshpere 
597. Love the keys- home away from home 
598. Love the keys. Take family and make great memories 
599. Love the laid back atmosphere, the weather, the people and the slow pace. Wonderful 
place to relax and unwind 
600. love the laid back attitude and the wonderful history 
601. Love the laid back feeling and the historicness of Key West.  We absolutely love the 
drive through the keys.   The sunset at Mallory Square is something we never miss and walking 
through town enjoying the art and the many shops and bars! 
602. Love the laid back feeling! 
603. Love the laid back vibe, great food, friendly people and pet friendly businesses 
604. Love the laid-back atmosphere, the tropical weather and the beautiful scenery! 
605. Love the laid-back lifestyle. 
606. Love the lifestyle of the Florida Keys 
607. Love the lifestyle, weather and people. 
608. Love the live and let live atmosphere of key west. have friends living there. 
609. Love the palm trees, sand and salt air! 
610. Love the peoPle and atmosphere 
611. love the place, scenerey, relaxed way of life 
612. love the relaxed atmosphere. loved the Marqusa Hotel and  just being so close to all the 
fun 
613. love the scuba diving 
614. Love the tropical/beach/island atmosphere... 
615. Love the vibe of Key west, reminds me of home (Beaufort Nc) just tropical 
616. love the vibe, food and hang loose attitude 
617. Love the water in The Keys! 
618. Love the water restaurants people fishing snorkeling boating relaxing 
619. love the way of life, the drive down to key west, colour of the sea, DRC, so many things 
620. Love the weather and the town 



621. Love the weather, dining, water activities i.e; diving, fishing, etc. Old Town, shopping 
(wife loves the Coach Outlet) relaxing time reading at Higg's beach. Can't wait to get back, 
which will be in the first week of November.  God I miss the place already LOL. 
622. love the weather, the people, the unique sights and experiences 
623. Love the whole place. The people, the Restaurants and most of all, my Daughter, 
Loretta who lives there. 
624. love to fish, dive, explore the water and islands, certain events are of interest, helping to 
clean up after storms 
625. Loved just bring therr 
626. Loved the atmosphere and wanted to take my 17 yr old for an experience of a lifetime 
627. Loved the peace and quietness. 
628. loved the shopping and the butterfly factory 
629. loved the weather and being near the water and the relaxed atmospher. 
630. lovely weather and relaxed environment 
631. Low key lifestyle and beautiful sunsets 
632. Made lots of friends over the years.  I like to fish and drink.  It's that simple 
633. Magic of the Keys and Key West. 
634. Mallory square, diving. My 13 year old son thinks its a spring break tradition - navy 
lidging 
635. many things 
636. Marathon is central to the island chain and has a lot to offer. 
637. Marathon is located right in the center. 
638. marathon time share 
639. memories, fun 
640. min-lobster season and scuba diving in general 
641. Most enjoyable place, easy to drive, can go back every time and see something new , or 
didn't have enough time , 
642. MOTM, We are parrotheads and have always   enjoyed the keys. 
643. much to do , good food 
644. My family has owned a Timeshare there for over 20 years. 
645. my family loves the atmosphere and food! 
646. My favorite place on earth. 
647. My friend owns a house there.... whats better than having a house in the Keys? a good 
Friend who has a house in the Keys!!!! 
648. My friend rents a house on the water in Summerland Key.  She first invited us in 2008, 
and we have been visiting her every year since.  We fell in love with the Keys. 
649. MY HOME 
650. My home away from home. 
651. my home in Key largo, and fishing in Key West 
652. My husband and I fell in love with Key West, the food, fishing, numerous activities, and 
just being able to relax and kick back and do as we please. 
653. My husband and I love the ambiance of the island. 
654. My mom and dad have a place there, as do several aunts and uncles.  I can go and 
relax and not have to run around doing touristy stuff. 
655. My motorhome....food.....Waterfront Market..night life...relaxing! 
656. my son just moved there last year 
657. My sons live there 
658. my vacation home 
659. My Wife and I love the entire Keys area, living on 'Island Time', leisure, warm &amp; 
sunny, and nice people. 
660. My wife had a previous trip &amp; Loved it. 



661. n/a 
662. N/A 
663. na 
664. Never having to wear a watch! 
665. Next year maybe in feb or march 
666. nice citizens,clean city 
667. Nightlife mostly, walking around, next 
668. No 
669. no other place like the Keys, specially Key West 
670. No place like it in the USA 
671. No place like it in the world. The laid-back/relaxed atmosphere, the tropic feel, the clear 
water, the diving, the night life, the views, the wildlife, the history..... 
672. Not only does my daughter live there, but I love the weather and the beautiful water. 
673. Not very difficult to get to and was just a great, relaxing time.  Our first visit, we were 
impressed by the people we met and where we stayed (Weatherstation Inn). 
674. now own a vacation house there 
675. Ocean, lifestyle, Mallory Square 
676. Ocean, sunshine, laid back life style, arts, bicycles, and always something fun to do. 
677. Ocean/Island life, Carribean Atmosphere, Laid Back, Cool People, We feel our best 
physically, psychologically, and emotionally in the Keys... 
678. Only a five hour drive from our home, we love Key West and the laidback lifestyle and I 
lived there as a kid. 
679. Only been once but hope to go again. Loved the drive from Miami to Key West! 
680. Only been the one time but will return 
681. Only place I can truly relax 
682. Only saw the upper keys the first time on a day trip from Ft. Lauderdale, I could not 
believe how clear and beautiful the ocean was! It was like being on vacation in the Caribbean 
but you were still in the US, AMAZING! 
683. our first time on Key West was a port stop during a cruise - which gave us only 4 hours 
on the island. There is so much more to do &amp; see, you really need much more time! 
684. Our special place. We have visted there multiple times and lived in Islamorada for 4+ 
years, 
685. Outdoor activities available as well as the unique lifestyle.  I have been going to the keys 
since I was a baby. 
686. Overall atmosphere 
687. Overall experince- food - lifestyle 
688. Overall relaxing atmosphere.  Feel drawn to the history. 
689. Overall vibe. 
690. Owned a time-share unit in Marathon. 
691. pace of life, weather, beaches, outdoor life 
692. Paradise 
693. PARADISE - JUST A REMINDER OF HOW FLORIDA USED TO BE BECAUSE THE 
COUNTIES TO THE NORTH PROBABLY NEED TO BE WIPED OFF THE EARTH 
694. Paradise &amp; night life 
695. PAradise in the US Down Under 
696. Paradise in the USA 
697. Paradise love the water and the small town of key west just relaxing 
698. Paradise, the weather and the geography.  The city and the people. 
699. Peace, tranquility, casual atmosphere in the shops, excellent dining. 
700. Peaceful, calming, different from rest of the USA 
701. Peaceful, no stress life where you can be yourself and no one cares. 



702. peacefull and yet as crazy as you want it also 
703. people   weather    just a nice place  felt at ease 
704. people , weather, cost 
705. People an weather 
706. People and sights and diving 
707. people,  weather,   location,  food,   drinks ,  atmosphere.   locals,,, rest and relaxation 
708. People, food, bars, ocean 
709. people, pace of life, sailing, scenery, roosters, pet friendly 
710. People, places and attractions, weather. 
711. People, temp, activities 
712. people, weather, fishing, nightlife 
713. people, weather, water, laid backness, just LOVE it!!! 
714. pet friendly lodging 
715. Pet friendly, good restaurants, I am an artist exhibiting at the Gingerbread Square 
Gallery, friendly locals, reasonable lodging 
716. Place to dock my sail boat for the winter - hopefully full time some day! 
717. Places to see, things to do [fishing, shopping, boating, dining] And it doesn't hurt that we 
truly love the keys. 
718. Plan to come back because of the casual atmosphere and the friendliness we found 
there... 
719. Porque me gusta mucho el lugar 
720. Really like Islamorada for the scenery and the fishing and the food and the pace 
721. Reef. We love schba diving. 
722. relax on my boat,water,food 
723. Relaxation 
724. Relaxation and people. 
725. Relaxation the ""Keys"" way. Good food good drink and good friends. 
726. relaxation, laid back, wonderful views, feeling of Key West, Bahia Honda beach 
727. RELAXATION. I wanted my siblings to experience KW 
728. RELAXATION....BEING FREE TO BE ME..GREAT FOOD AND DRINK!!!! 
729. Relaxation...away from the hustle and bustle...beaches, nice dinner/evening places, no 
pressure, minimal traffic, nice people 
730. relaxed atmo 
731. relaxed atmosphere 
732. Relaxed atmosphere, color of the water, the food, the people and friends I have made in 
the Keys, the island vibe 
733. Relaxed Atmosphere, friendly locals, great food &amp; drink, affordable 
734. relaxed atmosphere, fun on duval st 
735. relaxed life style, Cuban and seafood 
736. Relaxed lifestyle, ""vibe"", local color, weather.  Vibe would be number one -- hard to 
describe. 
737. Relaxed pace of life and LGBT community 
738. relaxed pace of life, beautiful scenery, excellent places to eat 
739. relaxed settings and a friendly atmoshphere 
740. Relaxed vibe and culture 
741. relaxed vibe being able to walk everywhere and enjoyed taking my adult kids 
742. Relaxed way of life, friendly personality, fresh seafood, best bloody mary's in the world at 
Schooner's Warf 
743. Relaxed, fun place. 
744. Relaxed, laid back lifestyle 
745. Relaxing 



746. relaxing and beautiful 
747. Relaxing and beautiful 
748. relaxing and enjoyable 
749. Relaxing and fishing. Getting away from everything and having a great time. 
750. Relaxing and I love the Turtle Hospital!!!!!!!!!! 
751. relaxing and the weather 
752. relaxing atmosphere 
753. Relaxing atmosphere, local music.  It is like being in the Carribean but still in the US 
754. relaxing fun party place from the hustle and bustle of fort lauderdale 
755. Relaxing screenery. 
756. relaxing, warm climate, earnest hemingway, fishing 
757. Relaxing, We didnt have to do anything!    We are from a Beach location in NC, but 
really enjoy the tropical atmosphere, scenery food and the happy hours, LOL.   2nd time we 
went we just spent time hanging out either Higgs beach or the Old town area (bars).  Got caught 
in the tropical storm but no worries.  Have considered other Isle but not sure whats there.   
Loved the walk ability of Key west and the bar at the airport.  Have been planning our next trip 
already probably after the New year  before crab season ends. 
758. Relaxing. 
759. relaxing.good food 
760. relitives live in marathon and we fell in love with thekeys the first time we visited which 
was about 
761. Rented great house on dead street in Key Colony 
762. RURAL AND LAID BACK ATMOSPHERE LIKE WHERE I LIVE NOW BUT WITH SAND 
AND WATER AND 80 DEGREE TEMPS. 
763. Sailing 
764. Saltwater fishing  Warm weather  Different pace of life 
765. Schooner Wharf and Louie's - also Duval Street. 
766. Scuba diving 
767. Scuba Diving 
768. Scuba diving primarily. 
769. Scuba Diving, restaurants and bars 
770. Scuba diving, the locals, the ambiance 
771. Seafood and nature 
772. Simply Relaxation time, people are kick back have a drink attitude.... 
773. SLOW LIFE STYLE  BEAUTIFUL  HISTORIC  GREAT TEMPERATURES 
774. slow pace, ease of getting around, great weather 
775. Slow pace, great fishing all the time and just the ambience of small town. 
776. SMATHERS BEACH 
777. Snorkel and kayak trips. Seafood. Friends. Ease of getting there. Music. 
778. snorkeling and warm water 
779. Snorkling and diving, fishing, atmosphere in Key West. 
780. So different from where i live, love the water, friendly people 
781. So much to do, yet very relaxing when relaxation was wanted. 
782. Some work, some play. Try to combine both. 
783. Son lives there 
784. Sons wedding this time. Other times Fantasy Fest 
785. sorking food 
786. south fla,sunshine,KW,partytime,summertime,sun tan,wanna hear calypso band,pretty 
little senoritas,jimmy bufffett,margaritas,fishing G.O.M,no where else I'd rather go!! 
787. special place 



788. Started with laid back attitude &amp; culture back in the 80's. Now I think I am just trying 
to recapture what once was. 
789. Still in the USA, tarpoon fishing and other back country fishing, kayak, love to snorkel, 
catamaran trips, sunsets, beautiful ocean, variety of site seeing trips, friendly local people, good 
local restaurants and local shopping.  Great Publix Grocery Store.  Condo's to rent by the week. 
790. Such a relaxed and layer back attitude. 
791. Sun food the feeling of contentment 
792. Sun, relaxation, get away from the ""rat race"". Snorkeling, family time, sunsets, GOOD 
FOOD! De-stress. 
793. Sun, sea, local atmosphere &amp; great dining 
794. Sunset Cove Resort for relaxation and its close proximity to restaurants 
795. swimming, rv resort, fishing, sites 
796. Tavernier 
797. te ability to have such a variety of people, bars and food all walkable and bikeable. 
798. Teh people, relaxing, be who I wnat to be and not be judged. 
799. temperatures in February and there just is no other place like it. relaxing 
800. that Key West is a one of a kind place that combines food, history, fun people and lots of 
things to do 
801. The ""feeling"" of being in the Keys! 
802. The ability to visit multiple keys, explore more, fish more. 
803. The ambiance 
804. The ambiance and freedom with laid back attitude mixed with fantastic cusine and 
people plus the weather 
805. The ambience, the feeling of problems being lifted off your shoulders. 
806. The area has a Caribbean atmosphere without leaving the ""states.""  The hospitality 
workers in the Keys and Key West are the friendliest I have ever experienced.  I like the 
ambience of Duval street and other areas mixed with the history of the keys. 
807. The area. It's is just a nice place to go. 
808. the atmoshere and the diving 
809. the atmosphere 
810. The atmosphere 
811. the atmosphere and being in the Caribbean and not having to know where your 
embassy is. 
812. The atmosphere and style of life 
813. The atmosphere and the feeling that it is just so very different from all other vacation 
destinations 
814. the atmosphere and the ocean. Saiboats and diving also. Mostly the laid back easy 
going feeling I get when I am there. 
815. The atmosphere and the people, I get a sense of freedom and feel alive when I visit Key 
West 
816. The atmosphere and the people. 
817. The atmosphere and the scenery. 
818. The atmosphere is relaxing and laid back. We love the beaches and especially the bars! 
We work hard and want to play even harder... 
819. The atmosphere of Key West/Kyys, the people, the diving, just the overall relaxing feel of 
the area. 
820. The atmosphere of the Keys.  I moved from Tennessee to South Florida to be closer to 
the Keys. 
821. the atmosphere, climate, the people 
822. The atmosphere, everything about a Caribbean island but it is still the USA, I don't need 
to exchange currency, I am not trapped at a resort, people don't care who you are as long as 



you are nice, Budwiser isn't an expensive imported beer, no language barriers, can still get 
island food if I want, quick/inexpensive to get to, easy drive down from Ft. Lauderdale, weather, 
ocean, KW aquarium, new things to do every time we return, people are friendly and laid back, 
accommodations (Pines and Palms) are always excellent, Lorelei's, snorkeling, sunsets, one of 
the few things the whole family enjoys. 
823. the atmosphere, food, feeling relaxed 
824. The atmosphere, restaurants, the scenery on the drive down. The B &amp; Bs are very 
nice. 
825. The atmosphere, the food, fishing, beauty, people. 
826. The atmosphere, the food, the water, the fishing - everything.  The Keys are perfect!!! 
827. The atmosphere, the people.  I keep thinking I'm going to snorkel, but I haven't yet. 
828. The atmosphere,and we just liked it 
829. the atmosphere,the beauty of the area,the people,the history,all the activities 
830. The atmosphere! Unique and fabulous so relaxed, friendly and tropical magic! 
831. The atmosphere.  The island is truely magical!! 
832. The atmousphere 
833. The beaches The people the weather 
834. the beaches, the history, the people, love that each island has it's on ""personality 
835. The beaches,parades,and events. 
836. The beautiful drive and the water. 
837. The beautiful scenery and easy, relaxing pace. 
838. The beautiful water, the food and the activities. 
839. The beautiful waters, the stunning sunsets, and most of all the laid-back relaxing 
atmosphere! 
840. The beautiful weather and the laid back feel of the island life. 
841. the beauty &amp; laid-back lifestyle 
842. The beauty and laid back atmosphere of the island. 
843. The beauty and laid back culture 
844. the beauty and lifestyle of the keys 
845. The beauty and peacefulness. Laid back atmosphere and terrific local people and events 
that seem to always be happening.  Plus we have friends that already live here and love coming 
to visit. 
846. The Beauty of the area and the Weather 
847. The beauty of the area...love laid back Key West 
848. the beauty of the island, the charm, fishing. exploring and some good resturants. 
849. the beauty of the sky, the air, the people, and the certainty that paradise can be found in 
this country 
850. the beauty of the whole entire place 
851. The beauty, people, laid back feelin. 
852. The beauty, serenity, and the fishing 
853. The beauty, the fishing, the weather 
854. The best location &amp; people in all of the US 
855. The best place in the world to have fun and you are able to drive there!!! 
856. the birding and natural attractions of the keys 
857. The Blue Heaven!!!  The beautiful waters, wildlife, history, etc....   Late night life on 
Duvall, etc....  There isn't anything I don't like about the Keys.... 
858. The boating, fishing, weather, and everything about the Keys! 
859. The carefree &amp; relaxing lifestyle. 
860. The casual life style and water activities. 
861. The changes in Latutude the changes in attitude.  The weather is beautiful and the 
people are interesting. 



862. the charm of the city and its people thinking of moving to key west 
863. The charm of the Keys, the unique Key West experience, the water, weather, laid back 
atmosphere 
864. The clear blue ocean, sunsets, and beauty of the place. 
865. The climate  The people  The food  The history 
866. The climate, the food, the dark night skies. 
867. the color of the water, the sunsets, the open air bars and restaurants, the lush foliage, 
the beautiful architecture, the food, the music....love it all! 
868. The comfort. 
869. The different things to do. 
870. The different things you can do and all the people are friendly and places are to visit are 
excellent 
871. The diving (Scuba) 
872. The diving and the feeling of being able to just let go and slow down my pace when 
there. 
873. The diving is the best in the U.S., I love the culture and the people, the food is great. 
874. The diving, open culture, food, clear water 
875. The drive is wonderful the town is walkable great places to stay and then we stay on a 
northern key to round out our vacations 
876. the ease and comfort of the Keys, the food the people the climate 
877. The easy going atmosphere and the fishing 
878. The Eden House 
879. the environment, way of life and pace of life, events and things to see and do. 
880. the escape from work and the slower pace and relaxation i find in the keys. 
881. The fact that the Keys is just like the Caribbean without a passport! I love it 
882. the fact that we can do anything or nothing at all. 
883. The feeling of ""key West""...just a different place 
884. The feeling of being in a different place and enjoying nature. 
885. the feeling of peacefulness 
886. the fishing 
887. The Fishing 
888. The fishing. 
889. the fishing. the scenery. the cuisine. walking duval st. fort zach state park(my wife's 
favorite). the sunsets at mallory square. 
890. The FREE feeling atmosphere. 
891. The friendly people 
892. the friendly people and the reef 
893. The fun times! 
894. the general peacefulness of the island....the marvelous interaction with the locals....the 
latin influence.....the weather is definitely important to me...i like it hot 
895. The general vibe, have friends and family who live there 
896. The hot weather and the ultra-casual, laid-back, tropical island vibe - plus the history and 
uniqueness of Key West. 
897. The Hyatt resort, weather, and the people. 
898. The island living, tropical atmosphere, good food and fun! 
899. The island/city pace of life.  Good weather  at almost any season. 
900. THE ISLANDS THE SUN THE WATER THE ATMOSPHERE - EVERTHING 
901. The Keys are different...the relaxed atmosphere, quiet, not so many tourists, not so 
much traffic, 
902. The Keys have a relaxed ""Tropical Island"" feel in the US. It is our favorite place. Each 
time we visit we discover something brand new. 



903. The Keys have all the amenities of being in the states, but the freedom of feeling you are 
on remote islands 
904. The Keys have their own personality.  They are different than many other tourist 
destinations.  That is very refreshing.  In addition, the proximity to water cannot be beat. 
905. the keys way of life, atmosphere, and the people. 
906. The laid back atmosphere 
907. The laid back atmosphere and awesome water. 
908. The laid back atmosphere and great fishing 
909. The laid back atmosphere and pure 'fun' of the Keys. 
910. the laid back atmosphere and the beautiful weather 
911. the laid back atmosphere and the FUN!!! 
912. THe laid back atmosphere and the tropical locale 
913. The laid back atmosphere, excellent restaurant,and the live music. 
914. The laid back atmosphere, the great weather, the friendly people, the many different 
things to do, activities that we don't usually get to do, the great food and fresh seafood, feeling 
the relaxation and vibe pour over us, the guided tours, the sunsets, the shopping, seeing the 
Keys from the air, each Key is so individually unique, exploring, the unique wildlife, snorkeling, 
gives me a 'permagrin' for weeks and each time I think and talk about going again, the color and 
temperature of the water, not needing a passport, each visit has been unique and extremely 
enjoyable, it revitalizes me each visit, and the food (again). 
915. The laid back atmosphere, the locals that we have become friends with over the past 10 
years, the food 
916. The laid back atmosphere, the meeting different people from different places. 
917. The laid back atmosphere, the restaurants and bars.The weather! 
918. The laid back atmosphere, the warm and sunny weather, the historical buildings and the 
ecclectic jumble of people and personalities. 
919. The laid back atmosphere, turquoise waters, and friendly people. 
920. the laid back atmosphere... 
921. THE LAID BACK ATTITUDE, FUN, RELAX ADN THE RESTAURANTS 
922. The laid back easy feeling. Tropical weather. Local foods and drink. 
923. the laid back feeling of being there 
924. The laid back friendly atmosphere where we stay in Key Colony Beach, neighbors are 
great and house includes Cabana Club Membership. Love the tropical sunny weather.  It's the 
Keys, need I say more  :) 
925. The laid back life style.  And the warm winters. 
926. THE LAID BACK LIFE STYLES 
927. The laid back life, the history, the beauty, the fishing, the dining and drinking, the people 
928. The laid back lifestyle and snorkeling and diving on the reef. 
929. The laid back lifestyle.  Most relaxing place in the world.  Been there about 13 years 
straight. 
930. The laid back pace of life. 
931. the laid back people, good food,fun at the bars,sunsets,nice weather friendly people. 
932. The laid back vacation. When  visit the Keys I actually return home rested. 
933. The laid back vibe, the climate, the dining, the chickens. Being able to walk everywhere 
and absorb the relaxed feeling. 
934. The laid back vibe, the restaurants and the people 
935. The laid back, esay going atmosphere and warm, sunny weather (most of the time)! 
936. the laid back, island atmosphere. the beautiful scenery. 
937. The laid-back atmosphere; the water and the snorkeling &amp; fishing; and family ties to 
Key West with several family reunions and other family events (i.e., weddings, christenings, etc) 
being held there. 



938. The laid-back Keys vibe, snorkeling, always having other keys to drive to &amp; explore. 
939. the laidback Atmosphere and fishing 
940. The laidback lifestyle. 
941. The layed back atomosphere and being able at a pace of our chosing no rushing! Also 
enjoying some of the local eateries. 
942. The layed back lifestyle. The nightlife. The fishing. The people. The good times!! 
943. The life style,the people and the beautiful views 
944. the lifestyle 
945. The lifestyle and weather are the main reasons I love going to The Florida Keys! 
946. THE LIFESTYLE. I AM FROM TEXAS AND I SIT OUTSIDE AND LISTEN TO JIMMY 
BUFFETT AND IT TAKES ME BACK EVERY TIME. 
947. THE LIGHT, THE COLOR, THE PEOPLE, THE SENSE OF RELAXATION AND LACK 
OF STRESSFUL RULES 
948. The locals and the fishing 
949. the locals are unique, the laid back attitudes are relaxing and rejuvinating to a busy and 
accelerated mind. There are so many great photographic opportunities available all over the 
area 
950. The location and the multitude of things to do. 
951. The location and the plants and water. 
952. THE LURE OF THE KEYS, THE BEAUTY 
953. The main reason is because its like visiting the carribean islands but not leaving 
""home"". Keep the US economy running with US dolars. Support local as it is the best! 
954. The most relaxing place I have ever been! 
955. The natural beauty, as well as the place we stay - Blackfin Resort on Marathon. The 
people are wonderful! 
956. The number of things to see and do in a relatively small place is second to known.  The 
Keys climate and lifestyle make for a very relaxing vacation. 
957. The ocean and the people. 
958. The ocean and the vibe. 
959. The Ocean, fishing and the laid back atmosphere 
960. The only part of Florida that gives me the feeling of being in the tropical islands. 
961. the openness of the people, the tropical location, so many things to do 
962. the overall atmosphere 
963. The pace of life and the weather of course! 
964. The pace of life, and sense of being on the edge of the earth. 
965. The pace of life, the locals, the food, the weather, things to do, the Eden House. 
966. The pace of life, the water activities the weather and the people. 
967. the pace of life. 
968. The pace, the history, the weather. 
969. The palce was so pretty and fun. And the drive down was fantastic 
970. the peace and tranquillity the cusine and the friendly people 
971. The people 
972. The people and just being there. 
973. The people and the atmosphere of fun and relaxation. I am completly relaxed during my 
visits to Key West. 
974. The People and the Weather we fell in love with both the first time we got off the plane at 
EYW airport.many years ago 
975. THE PEOPLE I HAVE MET,THE WEATHER AND THE GENERAL FEELING 
976. The people made me feel so welcomed. I love the beauty of Key West 
977. The people that I met. 
978. The people who work and live there.  What a welcoming bunch of folks. 



979. the people, aloud to be who you are, the water, the laid back atmosphere 
980. The people, lifestyle, weather/climate and available activities. 
981. The people, restuarants, lodging, Mallory Square at Sunset, especially the Cat Man, and 
just the fun of it all. 
982. The people, the activities and the ability to just go and relax. 
983. The people, the atmosphere, and the wildlife 
984. The people, the lifestyle and the weather 
985. The people, the sun,, the sand, the fishing, watersports, food. 
986. The people, the vibe, most of all the climate.  We would love to eventually move there 
permanatly. It is this destination that keeps us going through the long Northern winters 
987. The people, the weather, the atmosphere.... 
988. The people, weather, and vibe. 
989. the people, weather, atmosphere 
990. The people,place, fun things to do for all. 
991. The people,sights,ability to ride bikes,food 
992. The people. 
993. The people.  The many things to do.  The great dining.  Key West is just a great place to 
go to get away and relax. 
994. The place that we stayed offered a combo of a cottage and a sailboat at an affordable 
price! 
995. the place we stayed the time there and most of all the fishing 
996. The place, people and weather 
997. The quality of the fishing is the best in the world 
998. The relax atmosphere. 
999. The relaxation and friendliness 
1000. the relaxed atmosphere,the people and the tropical experience 
1001. The relaxed atmosphere. the fishing and the uniqueness of the Island life 
1002. the relaxed atmostphere 
1003. The relaxed lifestyle, blue water, weather 
1004. the relaxed time 
1005. The relaxed vibe 
1006. The relaxed, accepting atmosphere. Great lodging value. Ease of access to the 
destination. 
1007. The relaxed, laid back, vibe. My wife and I are die hard fans of Key West!  We absolutely 
love visiting and visit as often as we can find affordable air fare  :) 
1008. The relaxed, shabby-chic side of Florida.  Very relaxing and calm after the ""Theme Park 
Experience"" of Orlando. 
1009. the relaxing atmosphere 
1010. The restaurants, People, easy going pace of life, and activities 
1011. The restful nature. 
1012. The romance and beauty. 
1013. The scuba diving, the people, the freshness of all what is the keys! 
1014. the simple laid back lifestyle...we enjoy floating on the boat, fishing, relaxing by the pool. 
Walking Duvall st., sunsets. 
1015. the slower lifestyle 
1016. The slower pace of life. The tropical feel. Palm trees and the ocean!!! Fell in love with the 
Keys the first time I was there and now we are planning to move there. 
1017. the spectacular colors of the ocean,the laid back lifestyle,to kayak,and snorkle Bahia 
Honda area 
1018. The sun, the clear water, the fishing, the wonderful food, laid back lifestyle 
1019. THE SUNSET &amp; SHOPPING 



1020. The sunsets and ocean 
1021. the sunsets, everything about KW 
1022. The total atmoshere 
1023. The town and its people! 
1024. The tropical climate and relaxed atmosphere 
1025. The tropical weather, the quirkiness of Key West, the size of the city is manageable on 
foot, the great choice of B &amp; B's. 
1026. The unbelievable scenary and culture. The climate and scenary is next to none. World 
class fishing is a 2nd reason. I brought my wife down of 3 year for the first time and she 
absolutely fell in love with it. 
1027. The uniqueness and mystique of the Keys. 
1028. The uniqueness of the Keys 
1029. the uniqueness of the town 
1030. The uniqueness, the laid back environment, relaxing 
1031. The variety of activities, entertaiment, culture, and dining. 
1032. The variety of ways to spend time outdoors, the beauty and history and attitude of Old 
Town KW, and the freedom and uniqueness of the Keys in general 
1033. The vibe 
1034. The vibe and beauty 
1035. the vibe of the island, the history, the haunted locations, the beauty, the people 
1036. The vibe of the people and it's beautiful atmosphere.  Plus it's in the United States so I'm 
helping our economy. 
1037. the vibe, man! 
1038. The vibe. Total relaxation! Great restaurants and bars! Beautiful scenery! Wonderful 
weather in October (which is when we go)! The people! The ride down and back up Rt. 1. Being 
with our friends. The B&amp;B experience. 
1039. The warm and sunny weather allowing you to partake in outdoor activities year round. 
1040. The water activities 
1041. The water and the atmosphere. 
1042. The water and the beautiful scenery. 
1043. The water, weather and atmosphere. 
1044. The water!!! The green turtle, blue marlin... 
1045. The water. 
1046. The weather 
1047. The weather (we go in the winter when it's cold up north); being near the water; the 
friendliness of the locals; the food. 
1048. The weather and activities are always a surprise 
1049. the weather and proximity of local activities. 
1050. The weather and the atmosphere 
1051. The weather and the laid back lifestyle. 
1052. The weather in the winter 
1053. The weather is perfect. The location (and not having to use a car to get around Key 
West) is beautiful. The food was spectacular. The people were friendly, welcoming, invigorating. 
It's my favorite place to visit. 
1054. The weather is usually, the people are kinda different and there is always something 
new to see or do. 
1055. The weather, beauty of the area and the friendliness of the people. 
1056. The weather, cuban food, fishing 
1057. The weather, laid back lifestyle, family. 
1058. The weather, Marquesa Hotel, Restaurants, able to walk around town, relaxing poolside 
and spending time with our friends. 



1059. The weather, people and overall atmosphere of being in a Caribbean country, but still 
inthe US 
1060. The weather, relaxed atmosphere, the architecture and the salt water 
1061. The weather, the food, the relaxed atmosphere, the people 
1062. The weather, the locals, the laid back atmosphere, perfect place for a family vacation! 
1063. The weather, the lovely island of Key West and the people. 
1064. The weather, the people, the ""all the time"" excitement. 
1065. The weather, the people, the food, the opportunities to relax. It's as close to paradise as 
I'll ever get. 
1066. The weather, the seafood, and the atmosphere. 
1067. The weather, the water, the people, the activities, the relaxation, the exhilaration, the 
ease of getting there from central Florida. 
1068. the weather,overall feeling of being on island time 
1069. The whole damn thing!!! 
1070. the whole experience is just wonderful as is the whole ambience of the place 
1071. The wonderful atmosphere, fantastic places and wonderful people, not to mention the 
great weather! 
1072. The wonderful feeling of a beautiful place, water, the food, the shops, fishing. 
1073. the wonderful waters and the sunshine. 
1074. There are so many things to do, we never get all of our ""wants' done. 
1075. There is no place like it in the USA, fun, raw real! 
1076. They keys themselves, the island is what draws me 
1077. things to see and do. 
1078. This  is easy, the Drop Anchor Inn and the Ilsemorada fish Co. compound 
1079. This was my first trip 
1080. TIME SHARE OWNERSHIP, VALUE, EXPERIENCE 
1081. Timeshare at Hyatt Sunset Harbor 
1082. Timeshare owner &amp; love the area. 
1083. to explore more 
1084. TOTAL RELAXATION, FUN,SUN,AMAZING SUNSETS 
1085. tropial atmosphere and lifestyle. 
1086. tropical atmosphere and wanting to buy property there 
1087. tropical climate 
1088. Tropical feel, Food &amp; entertainment and things to do. 
1089. Tropical feel. 
1090. tropical getaway without leaving the states 
1091. Tropical laid back feeling. 
1092. Tropical Lifestyle - yet still accessible by car. 
1093. tropical paradise, temperture 
1094. Tropical, laid-back, fun 
1095. trying to find/relive the real florida keys 
1096. Uh,  ...... It's the Keys.    Once You've been there;  ... There IS No place else ...... 
1097. Ultimate Vacation Spot In The U.S.A.   The lifestyle, weather and quality of time spent 
are unmatched! 
1098. unique 
1099. unique destination, i like the locals, the great food and the many options the island has. 
1100. unique different destination. always something different to do or see. 
1101. unique setting/feeling 
1102. Unique, relaxing and love eating out on the water and the times boat rides were ofered 
we did enjoy that. 
1103. unique! 



1104. Unique. 
1105. Uniqueness 
1106. upscale places in Islamorada 
1107. Valhalla Point  -  the old Florida Kekys 
1108. Very different and laid back.  First time we did not stay in the Keys.  We took the boat 
from Marco Island.  Wanted to stay longer and experience all the Keys 
1109. very enjoyable and close to where I live 
1110. very friendly, unique place. great weather 
1111. very layed back lifestyle with great opportunities for adventure. 
1112. Very peaceful. The minute you cross over the Jewfish Creek Bridge, everything just 
seems ok. Love all of the Keys in their own way. (I only live up in Homestead.) 
1113. Very relaxing and enjoyable 
1114. Visit daughter, son-in-law and grandson 
1115. visiting friends 
1116. Visiting the Keys is very similar to the Bahamas, but you are still in the United States. I 
met many local people who were very friendly and made me feel very comfortable. The fresh 
seafood, the beautiful weather, the fun in the sun atmosphere.  I will be returning in 2013. 
1117. Warm sunny weather in the winter (almost always) 
1118. Warm United States area to visit in the winter. 
1119. warm waters, snorkeling, great restaurants in Key West 
1120. warm weather and clear ocean water 
1121. WARM WEATHER FISHING N DIVING 
1122. Warm Winters - beach - snorkel - I live in Colorado - so a winter escape 
1123. Was stationed in Key West with Navy fell in love with it and decided I have to go back I 
would love to live in Key West again 
1124. water / boating 
1125. water and camping 
1126. water and fun 
1127. Water and sunsets 
1128. water sports and fresh food 
1129. water, night life all walkable, fun fun fun 
1130. water, sun, people, food, beer, fun time, great pace of life, great feeling,  see ya soon 
1131. Water, weather, laid back attitude 
1132. water/dining 
1133. Way of life 
1134. Way of life, laid back attitude, friendly folks, warm weather, beautiful scenery. love it love 
it love it. 
1135. We always stay at LaConcha and I can say that when we arrive the staff makes us feel 
so welcome. Frank, the concierge, will always suggest something interesting and exciting for us 
to do. There is no other place like Key West. It feels like a vacation spot and also like home 
because the local people make us feel so welcome. 
1136. We are former residents of the Keys and we love to come ""home"" each year- 
1137. WE ARE JIMMY BUFFETT FANS, MOTM 
1138. we are there on a regular basis.  have a trailer parked at Knights Key 
1139. We began visiting Key West for vacation in 1990 and have made one or two trips there 
every year since.  We said we would go there ""until we tired of it.""  Hasn't happened yet. 
1140. We enjoy almost everything and spend at least two days at a time. Hemmingway House, 
Ft. Zachary Taylor,  Truman White House, Mallory Square,  Cuban restaurants, Lighthouse, 
Southernmost Point, Audobon House, riding bikes around Key West, Hard Rock Cafe, and 
shopping. 
1141. we enjoy the lifestyle, people, food, weather most everything 



1142. We go twice a year to spend time with family and friends. 
1143. We had fun with such a relaxed atmosphere and friendly people 
1144. We had so much fun! All of the places were awesome. 
1145. We have been going to the Keys for many years. We like the diving, fishing, food, casual 
scene and more. 
1146. We have family living in Marathon.  Love Bahia Honda beach! 
1147. We have friends who are residents.  We love the music venues.  We love the island 
atmosphere. 
1148. We have made friends and love the keys! 
1149. We just love Key West; the atmosphere; the outside dining, the beautiful weather, just 
everything the Keys have to offer in outdoor sports. We are avid motorcycle riders so we 
traveled both times on our motorcycle to Key West approximately 1025 miles, which is a great 
ride from where we live. 
1150. We just love the weather, the Keys, and our visits with the locals including relatives. 
1151. We just love to get away there. 
1152. We like the laid back atmosphere of the entire area. No one is in a hurry to get 
anywhere. We ensure we see multiple sunsets and try at least one new restaurant each time we 
return. We love Key West enough that we are considering retiring there. 
1153. We like the whole vibe of Key West. It is like visiting another country without leaving the 
US. 
1154. We live in central Florida and LOVE the Keys. We get down there for every FantasyFest. 
1155. We lots of local friends. 
1156. We love both the upper and lower keys.  We love the food, the relaxed atmosphere and 
the fact that folks in the keys are very accepting of everyone.  We like the friendliness of the 
merchants and residents.  We have been going to the Keys as often as possible for more than 
20 years.  We still find new things to see and do.  Your newsletter helps to make sure we don't 
miss anything we may not have otherwise known about. 
1157. We love everything about the Keys. 
1158. We love evrythign about teh Keys....the tropical climate, laid back liesure pace of life, the 
fishing &amp; great eatign and of course bar hopping! It is a tropical paradise! But prices 
continue to escalate and I hope we're not over fishing the area! 
1159. We love it!! 
1160. we love key west. have visited other keysas well. It is fun and a great getaway. We have 
comes every year for 214 years 
1161. We love the beaches, bars and eccentricity of ""almost anything goes"" island life. 
1162. We love the beauty and the vibe. It was our second time to stay at the Dewey House. It 
is a splurge for us but we love it. 
1163. We love the entire region &amp; have stayed throughout. The beauty, the food, the 
people, &amp; of course the uniquity of it all! We plan to return! 
1164. we love the Keys - the atmosphere is so laid back and we love the environment 
1165. We love the keys so much. It feels like home. We plan on retiring there 
1166. We love the laid back atmosphere, camping at Bahia Honda SP, sunsets in Key West at 
Mallory Square and all of the great places to enjoy food of all kinds.  Love to people watch too. 
1167. We love the laid back attitude. 
1168. We love the laid back feel of the island. 
1169. We love the laid back way of life, weather and sense of community we find there.  Good 
times and good people 
1170. We love the water and laid back vibe 
1171. we love the weather in september, the activities in Marathon, key west and key largo.  
we love the water - we love the keys 



1172. We love to fish down there.  I am at awe with the natural beauty of the Keys.  I also love 
to learn about Key History. 
1173. We love tranquility bay for its family friendly lodging, beach and pool. We have young 
children and enjoy spending time outdoors with them. 
1174. We love tropical and the Key West is just the right fit.  We love staying at Simonton 
Court, walking to Front Street, shopping on Duval Street, touring on the Conch Train- the whole 
atmosphere of the Keys is relaxing, rejuvenating and just down right fun. 
1175. We stay at Blue Water Key RV Resort (MM14.5) It's a wonderful place that we love to 
return to as our ""jumping off"" point for all of the Keys 
1176. We use to live there , and have friends and of course the scuba diving as we are dive 
instructors.. We advertise the Keys in our website  www.DiveFloridaKeys.com 
1177. We used to live in Key west in 70's, my husband retired from the Navy there.  To us it is 
our ""home away from home"".  We just love to go back and visit every year. 
1178. We visit Key West on cruise ships. It's one of our favorite ports. 
1179. We visited Islamorada on the 2nd trip and just fell in love with it. We will go back as often 
as we can afford to. We love the laid back, non-touristy feeling. Love the snorkeling and the 
food &amp; bars. We don't love Key West, but Islamorada feels like a world away from there. 
1180. We visited Key West off of a cruise ship 15 years ago and did not want to get back on 
the ship.  We were determined to visit Key West and all of the Keys again sometime and we just 
did! 
1181. we will be visiting again in January. 
1182. We've only visited one time. 
1183. Weather 
1184. Weather  and the people. Also the beautiful views 
1185. weather and activities and events 
1186. Weather and adult activities 
1187. weather and atmosphere 
1188. WEATHER AND ATMOSPHERE 
1189. weather fishing scuba diving restaurants 
1190. Weather,  like the ocean, wanted to be away from Chicago. 
1191. Weather, activities, more like Caribbean than anywhere else in mainland US. I LOVE 
tropical locations! 
1192. Weather, cuisine, ocean, state parks, shopping, 
1193. Weather, fishing, atmosphere 
1194. Weather, food, atmosphere, diving 
1195. weather, life style, pace of life 
1196. Weather, Outdoor Dining, Scenery 
1197. weather, peace, freedom, unique, food, did i say weather? 
1198. Weather, people, it's my most favorite place in the world 
1199. Weather, people, weather, water, 
1200. Weather, scenery, relatively quiet area where we are, relaxed and unique experiences 
1201. Weather, shops, bars, laid back area. 
1202. Weather, tropical atmosphere, fishing, great seafood, fun people. 
1203. Weather, unique activities available in the area. 
1204. Weather, water, fishing, outdoor activities, wildlife, Key West, food. 
1205. Weather,beaches ,palm trees, dinning,attractions. 
1206. weather,fishing,beaches,activities,food 
1207. Went as a kid, my husband had never been there, so the decision was made to visit 
1208. where i stay and where to go fishing, i have been going for more than 40 years 
1209. Who cares attitude, flip flops and shorts!!! 
1210. Who doesn't like Key west 



1211. Wide open 
1212. Winter rental in Old Town west of Truman &amp; north of cemetery..quiet &amp; lovely 
area to walk dog, walk to harbor(s) for fishing &amp; restaurants... Love the happy hours at 
Turtle Crawl overlooking harbor @ sunset! From Orleans, MA on Cape Cod; 40 minutes from P 
Town......  LOVE the warm weather and the FLOWERS in Key West. We stay AWAY from Duval 
&amp; cruise ships!!!! 
1213. Wonderful vacation spot away from New England Winter.  Atmosphere is very relaxed 
and the locals are very welcoming 
1214. work 
1215. Work &amp;Vaction 
1216. World Class Scuba Diving 
1217. would like to 
1218. would love to live there 
1219. yes 
1220. yes  have a condo in naples flordia an love coming to the keys 
1221. yes and always stay at EL Patio 
1222. You can do anything you want depending where you go in the Keys 
1223. you really have to ask ? the keys make you feel you are in paradise all the time. time 
seems to not matter (until the stay is over) it is peacefull &amp; exciting at the same time. 
 


