








































United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
South Florida Ecological Services Office

1339 20111 Street
Vero Beach, Florida 32960

February 15, 2017

Mike Roberts
Senior Administrator
Monroe County Planning and Environmental Resources
2798 Overseas Highway; Suite 400
Marathon, Florida 33050

Service Consultation Code: 04EF2000 -2017-TA-0270
Big Pine No Name Key - 04EF2000-20 I 6-B-0052

Subject: Redevelopment, Big Pine
Flea Market

Date Received: January 4, 2016
County: Monroe

Dear Mr. Roberts:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has reviewed the maps, plans, and other
information submitted by Monroe County Planning and Environmental Resources (County) for
our review of the proposed construction of a Publix shopping center at the site of the existing Big
Pine Flea Market, Big Pine Key, Florida. The infonnation is being provided for the Service’s
evaluation as to whether the project is consistent with the following terms and conditions of the
Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) Section 5.3.2 Avoidance and Minimization:

9. Expansion of private non-residential facilities will be restricted primarily to within
the US-i corridor.

19. No development will be allowed in Lower Keys marsh rabbit (Sylvilciguspalustuis
heftier!; marsh rabbit) habitat. No residcntial or commercial dcvclopment will be
allowed within 500 meters of marsh rabbit habitat, with the exception of isolated
areas (i.e., the green hatched areas on [HCP] Figure 2.2). Road widening activities
along US-i would occur within existing cleared and filled portions of the FDOT
(Florida Department of Transportation) right-of-way.

In addition, the County has requested the Service’s evaluation as to whether the applicant’s
approach to calculating the ‘El” impact is acceptable.

As previously discussed with the County, the Service has determined that “no development” in
no. 19 - Section 5.3.2 Avoidance and Minimization, is intended to preclude new development
and not redevelopment, as long as the redevelopment does not increase any threats to the species.
Consequently, the Service finds that the proposed redevelopment is consistent with Section 5.3.2
Avoidance and Minimization no. 19 and Item G20 in Incidental Take Permit (ITP) of the Big
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Pine/No Name Key HCP (which minors no.19). This determination is based on the provision
that the proposed redevelopment does not result in an increase in generated vehicle trips and
includes a covenant restriction of keeping free-roaming cats, which would otherwise increase
threats to the species.

Furthermore, the Service has determined that the proposed H calculation is not acceptable and
should be revised to better reflect the use of the existing property by Key deer (Odocoileuc
virginianus claviurn). The Service recommends that the applicant contact the Service and
request technical assistance in evaluating the project’s affects to federally listed species. The
applicant can submit their request to the Service via email at verobeach2I~fws.gov.

Thank you for your cooperation in the effort to protect fish and wildlife resources. If you have
any questions regarding this letter, please contact Brian Powell at 772-469-4315.

Sincerely yours,

g(~naHEt(~tPField Supervisor
South Florida Ecological Services Office
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