


















  Biosurveys, Inc.            bio-consulting 

794  26th Street               Marathon, Florida                 33050 

Donald L. Craig, AICP     August 9, 2016 

Land Use Director 

Spottswood, Spottswood & Spottswood 

Key West, Florida 

 

Re:  Site Assessment of Environmental Conditions – Telecom Systems 

Replacement Communications Tower, 67200 Overseas Highway, Long Key 

RE# 00098780-000000   Land Owner - Monroe County 

 

This memo documents my findings from a biological assessment of the site 

located on Long Key where there are currently two towers standing on a 

2.07 acre parcel owned by Monroe County.  The replacement is to be a 

stand-alone tower without guys and anchor units.  The older two towers with 

their anchor systems are to be removed from the site.  The existing elevated 

fill pad that supports the communication equipment buildings and tower 

bases will remain in its current footprint.  The fill is approximately 4.5 to 5 

feet in elevation and covered with gravel.  An elevated fill gravel drive 

connects the towers and equipment pad with the Overseas Highway. 

 

Site Vegetative Conditions   

Since the fill pad and drive footprints are kept well maintained, there is no 

vegetative habitat found there.  At the time the towers were erected, lower 

fill averaging three (3) feet in height were necessary to construct the guy 

wire anchors that extend out from the main pad approximately 100 feet in 

three directions.  These 10-15 foot wide fill pads support sparse and low 

lying wetland indicator vegetation typical of salt marsh environments found 

in the Florida Keys.  The dominant plant cover is Buttonwood, Sea Daisy, 

Salt Wort, Sea Purslane and a mix of marsh grasses.  Mangroves are found 

along the shoulders of the fill and extend canopy over the linear pads to the 

anchor areas.  This is the only vegetation found on the developed areas of 

the tower system site.  Surrounding the fill pads is dense mangroves 

supported by inundated low elevation wetlands.  Black and White 

Mangroves are dominant around the main tower equipment pad with Red 

Mangroves primarily found along the shoulders of the three anchoring pads.  



Any demolition activity of the guy anchors would necessarily require heavy 

equipment access to the anchor sites at the ends of the fill using these 

elevated linear anchor pads.  This access would require short-term travel 

over this low growing ground cover.  Some canopy trimming and side 

trimming of existing mangroves would be needed for the anchor removal.         

 

Biological opinion and Recommendation: 
The access drive and fill pad for the tower bases with equipment buildings 

are barren of vegetation.  The shoulders of the fill pads are surrounded by 

mangrove habitat supported by low elevation hydrologically inundated 

wetlands.  These undisturbed wetlands are extensive on the subject parcel 

and typical of mangrove wetlands found in comparable flooded elevation 

areas of the Florida Keys.  Any demolition of existing towers or other 

development on the main fill pad and replacement as planned for this site 

should pose no significant impact to undisturbed vegetative habitat.  Once 

the tower guy wires are removed from the three guy anchor locations, the 

anchors should be left to remain so that no impact occurs to the vegetation 

that is over-taking the three low elevation linear anchor pads.      
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Harry  DeLashmutt,  

 Consulting Biologist   

(305) 942-9221        hdelashmutt@comcast.net 
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